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DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

As Germany yesterday dashed 
hopes of an early end to the beef 
crisis. Labour accused the Gov- 
ernment of complacency in fail- 
ing to maintain standards in 
slaughterhouses. 

Jocfaen Borchert, the Ger- 
man minister of agriculture, 
declared in a German radio in- 
terview: “Nobody seriously ex- 
pects the ban to be lifted in six 
weeks’ time.’' At the same time, 
Douglas Hogg, the embattled 
Minister of Agriculture, ad- 
mitted that he, too, did not 
know when it would be halted. 

Mr Hogg - said by senior 
Whitehall sources to have the 
full backing of the Prime Min- 
ister despite speculation about 
his future - admitted he could 
not “put a timetable” on the 
ending of the ban. “My business 
is not to arouse expectations 
which I cannot fulfil,” he said. 

Mr Borchert's bleak predic- 
tion came as Labour renewed 
its assault on the Government 
by releasing figures which it 
claimed showed a consistent 
failure to “regulate and en- 
force” high meat standards in 
slaughterhouses. 

The party accused ministers 
of “complacency” after obtain- 
ing off rial figures from No- 
vember 1994 showing 30 per 
cent of slaughterhouses in Eng- 
land and Wales scored less than 
50 out of 100 points for meat 
hygiene standards. Altogether 
SO percent scored less than 70 
under the hygiene assessment 
system, while only 1 per cent 
were awarded more than 90. 

Labour also highlighted an 
independent report from 1993 
which warned that some slaugh- 
terhouses should have been 


closed down many years earli- 
er on public health grounds. 
And it said that the Govern- 
ment's own figures demon- 
strated in the autumn of 1995 
that 48 per cent of slaughter- 
houses were failing to meet its 
specified bovine offal regula- 
tions introduced in 1989. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food (MAFF) 
said that while many breaches 
of regulations had been minor 
there had been some serious 
cases. But the ministry had al- 



Hogg: ‘EU being imneaUstic' 


ready taken steps to ensure 
more stringent enforcement 
and the latest audit - this Feb- 
ruary - found only 6 per cent of 
slaughterhouses failing to meet 
SBO regulations. 

Mr Hogg, who used last 
week’s meeting of EU agricul- 
ture ministers in Luxemburg to 
explain Britain's proposals for 
a £3bn cull of 4 million older 
cattle, said the EU ministers had 
unrealistic expectations of what 
measures the UK could take. 

Some Whitehall sources sug- 
gested priv3rely yesterday that 
the German government’s at- 
tempts to sustain the EU ban 


over a longer period was part- 
ly to strengthen the hand of 
German provincial govern- 
ments which face action in the 
European Court of Justice from 
British meat traders over bans 
on British beef last year. 

Mr Hogg said on Radio 4's 
World oi One that he bad of- 
fered confidcnce-buDding mea- 
sures beyond those that were 
recommended by the Govern- 
ment's scientific advisers. “1 
think they bad unbased expec- 
tations as to what one can do. 
There was constant talk, for ex- 
ample, of eradicating BSE in a 
very short period of time as a 
condition of lifting the ban. 
Now that is simply not posable." 

Under repeated questioning 
he at first tried to laugh off sug- 
gestions he may resign. Pressed 
further he said: “Obviously I am 
doing my job as best I can . . . 
If people come to a different so- 
lution. so be it That’s life” 

Harriet Harman, Labour's 
spokeswoman on health, said 
action to improve standards in 
abattoirs was now essential if 
confidence in beefwas to be re- 
stored. “While public confi- 
dence in British beef remains 
weak, the Government is still 
Sailing to act. The Govern- 
ment's concern not to regulate 
has left the consumer at risk and 
the meat industry vulnerable. 

“Cleaner abattoirs mean 
safer meat. Safer meat means 
consumer confidences at home 
and abroad.” 

The most encouraging sign 
for the Government was that 
Sainsbuiy's reported fresh beef 
sales in its supermarkets were 
70 per cent up on last week. Af- 
ter a half-price promotion, 
sales for Tuesday and Wednes- 
day were reportedly “steady” at 
SO per cent of normal trading. 


Rodin becomes a pavement artist 



Auguste Rodin's statue of Balzac goes on display in the centre of Paris's Champs EJsy6e 
as part of an exhibition called *ies Champs de fa Sculpture” which aims to put famous 
works of art on show along the road Photograph: Reuters 


‘Unabomber’ raid ends longest manhunt 



Theodore "led- A 

device was found m his cabin 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Theodore “Tbd” Kaczynski. the 
former Harvard graduate and 
University of California math- 
ematics professor suspected of 
being America's deadly ‘•Un- 
abomber”, was yesterday in- 
dicted on a first formal charge 
by federal prosecutors in 
Montana. 

According to FBI officials, 
the man they believe carried oat 
an 18 -year campaign of letter- 
bombings across the country, 
was being indicted in the cour- 
thouse at the state capital of He- 
lena on a single count of 
possessing a bomb. The device 


was apparently discovered by in- 
vestigators as they searched 
Mr Kaczynski’s remote cabin 
near the small town of Lincoln 
on Wednesday afternoon. 

The charge means that Mr 
Kaczynski. detained when be 
tried to prevent the search, can 
continue to be held in custody 
while further evidence is 
amassed at the cabin - evidence 
the FBI hopes win conclusive- 
ly identify him as the Un- 
abomber, responsible for killing 
three people and wounding 23 
others in 16 separate attacks, the 
first of them in May, 1978. 

Although long years of fail- 
ure have taught the authorities 
to be cautious, they finally 


believe they have caught their 
man. The examination of the 
cabin where Kaczynski lived a 
hermit’s existence without elec- 
tricity or running water could 
take several days - not least be- 
cause of fears of booby traps. 
But the FBI has reportedly al- 
ready found chemicals and 
bomb diagrams, as well as the 
partially prepared bomb. 

Kaczyaslri was not formally 
arrested when he was taken into 
custody on Wednesday after- 
noon, grim-faced and bearded, 
his hair dishevelled and dressed 
in a torn black shirt and black 
jeans gashed at the knees. 

For several weeks, federal 
agents had kept his ramshackle 


home under surveillance. The 
derisive break in the case seems 
to have come from tips from 
family members, especially 
David KaczynskL who noticed 
similarities between some of his 
brother Theodore's earlier writ- 
ings and published material 
from the Unabomber. 

The manhunt which may 
now have climaxed has been the 
longest and most expensive in 
the FBrs history, led by a per- 
manent 40-man task-force 
based in San Francisco. Over 
the years of the investigation. 
200 people were briefly de- 
tained before being released. 

But Mr Kaczynski is by far 
the strongest suspect so far 


unearthed. Apart from the 
physical evidence reportedly 
discovered at his cabin, he fits 
the identikit profileperfectly. 
Just as the FBI's psychological 
portrait of their quarry sug- 
gested. be is a white male, well- 
educated, meticulous and 
deeply antisocial. 

Mr Kaczynski lived as a 
recluse in remote Montana for 
at least a decade, hardly known 
by his neighbours, who consid- 
ered him a quiet and harmless 
eccentric. The Unabomber’s 
attacks have taken place all over 
the country. The last two, both 
of which were fatal, occurred in 
New Jersey in December 1994, 
and in California in April 1995 . 


Why it’s a slow life even in the fast lane 
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Helping hands 

Tesco has created 4,500 new jobs 
to provide teams of “customer 
assistants” to offer extra help m 
its 548 supermarkets. Page 5 

Howard attacked 

A chief constable has attacked 
Michael Howard’s plan to jad 
more people. Page 

Death row plea 

A former British racehorse 
owner, on Florida’s death row 
has made a last-minute plea for 
a retrial. Pa S e3 

Today’s weather 

Diy with sunny spells in roost 
areas. Section two, pnge 



CHARLES ARTHUR 
Science Correspondent 
and ROB CRANE 

For drivers across Britain this 
Easter, it will be a familiar sce- 
nario: sit in a jam for horns, only 
to find, when the traffic begins 
to move a g ain, that there was 
no apparent reason for it. 

Now, a super-computer 
produced by a team of scientists 
in Edinburgh has shown what 
causes inexplicable hold-ups: 
jjnvexs who sit in the middle 


accident cm the other ride of the 
road, can lead to a “shockwave” 
of braking, which travels back 
through the traffic queue, as dri- 
vers react to brake lights in front 

by braking themselves at up to 

12 noTes per hour. This means 
that five minutes after the event 
occurred, people a mile away 
are still slowing down. 

’When the traffics heavy, that 
quickly leads to “flow break- 
down” wherever the number of 
cars on the road is ax a critical 
level- around a hundred cars 


lane, and those who follow too - _ .... 

closely behind the car in front* The result: a traffic jam appears 
and have to brake abruptly. ’ from nowhere. Bad lane disci- 
“You'd be surprised at what pline, such as middle lane hog- 
people slow down for," said ging, makes it more likely, by 
Mark Smith, marketing direc- reducing the road’s capacity, 
tor for Quadstone, a spin-off “On toe M25, we found that 

company formed by the Edin- in the four-lane section, when 
burgh team. He said an aero- all [are properly used, you can 
plane passing overhead or an -get 8,000 vehicles past a point 


in an hour,” said Dr Smith. 
“When you get eveiyone 
bunched into the outride lane, 
because there’s an empty inside 
lane, a lony in the second lane, 
and a car travelling at the same 
speed as the lony in the third 
lane, the flow falls to 2.500 
vehicles.” 

Their work, in a project 
called Paramics, at the univer- 
sity’s Parallel Computing 
Centre, may lead to “traffic 
forecasts” that enable drivers to 
find out which roads will be 
busy, based on the traffic which 
is already on them. 

Those setting off for Easter 
breaks may have been grateful 
for forecasts yesterday as big 
jams built up, with routes out of 
many big cities described as “a 
nightmare”. 

Motorists have been warned 
to expect long delays over the 


weekend as holidaymakers are 
joined on the roads by people 
tempted out by good weather. 

A spokesman for the RAC 
said yesterday: “There are cer- 
tain points around the country 
where it realty is horrendous. 
We’re looking at some pretty 
bad delays.” Routes out of 
London and in the West Mid- 
lands were particularly busy, as 
were all roads leading to air- 
ports and ports. 

And an AA spokesman 
warned drivers to plan journeys 
to avoid bottlenecks. “It looks 
like the weather is going to be 
great, so the coast and many 
Easter events could well attract 
record crowds." 

Forecasters predict it will re- 
main sunny until tomorrow 
when it will become cloudier, al- 
though it should stay dry. About 
1_5 milli on Britons will spend 



the holiday abroad, with 
Heathrow yesterday handling 
165,000 passengers. In all, 2 mil- 
lion passengers will pass 
through the airport by 13 April. 

Transport failure, page 4 
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Insurer tried 
to halt child 
abuse inquiry 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

A leading insurance company 
tried to prevent a council in- 
vestigating one of Britain's 
worst child sex-abuse scandals, 
saying that it would be a 
“hostage to fortune” and a 
“dress-rehearsal” for claimants. 

The behaviour of the Mu- 
nicipal Mutual insurer of Clwyd 
County Council, impinged bn 
normal democratic procedures, 
according to the suppressed 
independent report into the 
abuse scandal at care homes in 
the county. 

Exclusive extracts from the re- 
port seen by the Independent 
also show that fears by die Mu- 
nicipal Mutual of vic tims ’ 1 legal 
actions helped to ensure that a 
full report of an earlier investi- 
gation into the abuse was nev- 
er seen by elected councillors, 
and was confined to a very 
small group of senior personnel 
within Clwyd social services. 

Clwyd, which was split into 
three councils last Monday, 
commissioned an independent 
inquiry panel led by former 
Derbyshire social services di- 
rector. John Jillings, two years 
ago but capitulated to threats by 
the insurers, whose business is 
now handled by Zurich Mutu- 
al, that the county’s insurance 
cover would be revoked if the 
report was published. 

The latest insights into what 
is likely to rank as one of the most 
serious cover-ups of profession- 
al failure show that the insurers 
opposed the Jillings' inquiry 
from the outset, while the Welsh 
Social Services Inspectorate 
failed to inspect a single Clwyd 
children’s home for six years. 

Councillors appointed the 
JOlings team in response to fears 
that a paedophile ring had tak- 
en hold in children’s homes 
over a 20-year period of abuse. 
The panel unearthed disciplinary 
proceedings against 51 care staff 
going back to 1974 and 13 con- 
victions, and described the abuse 
of children as “frankly ap- 
palling”. But in February 1994 
the insurers wrote to Clwyd's 


county secretary saying that the 
inquiry would be “a hostage to 
fortune . . . Every inquire Is a fur- 
ther dress-rehearsal for 
claimants and a further incentive 
to the ‘bandwagon’ syndrome'.” 

Tbe report says that the in- 
terests of the insurers “impinges 
on the established democratic 
and constitutional arrangements 
of England and Wales.” 

The 1990 conviction of 
Stephen Norris, officer in 
charge at Cartrefle children's 
home, for indecently assaulting 
three boys was one" of the first 
outward signs of a much wider 
abuse regime, but usual proce- 
dures do not appear to have 
been followed. 

Since Norris — later convict- 
ed of buggering boys at the Bryn 
Estyn home — had worked for 
the council for nearly 20 years, 
his past contacts with children 
came up for review. But on the 
insistence of Municipal Mutual 
the inter-agency Area Child Pro- 
tection Committee was only ever 
allowed to see a 10-page synop- 
sis of a critical report it had com- 
missioned outside experts to 
carry out. The social services 
committee was also confined to 
receiving the summary. 

The explanation was that 
some matters were sub judice 
because of an ongoing police in- 
quiry, but the Jillings investi- 
gation reports a letter from 
the county solicitor saying: “in 
addition, the ... insurers indi- 
cated that the county council 
could in certain circumstances 
invalidate its insurance cover." 

Social-work experts said yes- 
terday that no investigator 
would wish to prejudice crimi- 
nal prosecutions, but that the 
way reports were written rarely 
raised that kind of risk. It was 
also “highly unusual”, accord- 
ing to one social-work inspec- 
tor. for relevant councillors not 
to receive a full report. 

Denise Platt, director of so- 
cial services for the Association 
of Metropolitan Authorities, 
said: “We take this very seriously 
indeed. It's not just a social ser- 
vices issue. It's an issue of pub- 
lic accountability.” 


SWIPE 5% 
OFF YOUR 
EXISTING 
CREDIT CARD 
BALANCE 



Introducing the new credit card from Abbey National 
which is exclusively available to our customers. It has no 
annual fee for the first year, and an interest rate of just 
17.9% on balances over LI, 000 (19.9% APR for lower 
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Top police 


chief joins 


attack on 


jail plans 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


A senior police officer broke 
ranks yesterday and joined the 
judiciary's attack on the Home 
Secretary's plans to incarcerate 
thousands more men and 
women under sweeping sen- 
tencing reforms. 

The Chief Constable of 
Humberside, Tony Leonard’s 
surprise criticisms of Michael 
Howard's sweeping sentencing 
reforms, came as the new head 
of the Prison Service said that 
25 new jails would be needed 
over the next 10 years - at an 
estimated cost of more than 
£6 bn - to cope with the explo- 



set minimum sentences. The Law 
should set maximum sentences 
and should trust the judiciary to 
implement sensible arrange- 
ments as to the length of the 
sentence." 

It was a major embarrass- 
ment for Mr Howard. For - un- 
til yesterday - the police were 
the only professionals within the 
criminal justice system to have 
voiced support for the Ameri- 
can-style mandatory sentences 
which have angered the judi- 
ciary, probation officers, the Bar 
and penal reform groups. Al- 
though some senior officers 
are known to share Mr 
Leonard's views, none have 
spoken out so publicly. 

But Mr Howard sought to 
brush off the criticisms, insist- 
ing most police supported his 
plans and that the Govern- 
ment was already giving them 
extra resources. 

“The money will be found. 
We are already giving more 
money to the police - we will 
have 5.000 more police officers 
in the next five years," he said. 

"A maximum sentence is not 
a sufficient deterrent. These 


Richard Tilt: Wants cash 
spent on crime prevention 


sion in the prison population. 

Mr Leonard forced Mr 
Howard on to the defensive, 
when the Home Secretary was 
on a visit to Grimsby. Mr 
Leonard - who was showing off 
his force’s new high-speed pur- 
suit car - called into question 
the whole basis of Mr Howard's 
sweeping sentencing reforms, 
outlined in Wednesdays White 
Paper. 

Mr Leonard said the hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds 
the Government was planning 
to pour into a major prison- 
building programme would be 
better spent on crime preven- 
tion and questioned the mini- 
mum sentences for violent and 
sex offenders, and repeal bur- 
glars and drug dealers. 

He said: “It's going to cost an 
awful lot of money in terms of 
building new prisons. Td rather 
see that money ploughed into 
policing and preventing crime.” 

And he added: "I agree with 
the Lord Chief Justice in that 
I don't think Parliament should 


views [Mr Leonard's] are not 
the views of the police generally 
and I am very pleased that my 
proposals are being supported 
by the people at the sharp end 
of the law.” 

Meanwhile, during a visit to 
Gartree Prison in Leicester- 
shire, Richard Tilt, who has tak- 
en over the running of the 
Prison Service following the 
sacking of Derek Lewis, said the 
moves would lead to a massive 
prison building programme. 

“We need to build another 10 
prisons to cope with Lhe already 
expected rise in the prison pop- 
ulation. Were looking at a pro- 
gramme that wiQ indude a total 
of 25 prisons over the next ten 
to 12 years,*' he said. 

But Paul Cavadino, chair of 
the Penal Affairs Consortium, 
a group of organisations con- 
cerned with prisoners' welfare, 
said (be number of jails need- 
ed could be even greater than 
the 25 envisaged by Mr THL 

The White Paper underesti- 
mated the new total of prison- 
ers, firstly by exaggerating the 
deterrent effect of tougher sen- 
tences and secondly by assum- 
ing that judges would hand 
down shorter sentences under 
the new system. 

He warned that Lhe number 
of prisoners could rise by 30,000 
rather than the 10,000 estimat- 
ed by the White Paper. 



On the. hustings: Kenneth Clarke campaigning m Tamworth for the Staffordshire South East by-election 
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Clarke pins poll hopes on tax cuts 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The return of the feelgood fac- 
tor was forecast yesterday by 
Kenneth Garke on the eve of 
the Ip-in-the-pound cuts in 
income-tax taking effect. 

Campaigning in the Stafford- 
shire South-East by-election. Mr 
Garke said the Conservative 
candidate, Jimmy James, should 
be the “first beneficiary of the 
feelgood factor” from the tax 
cuts in the Budget which he es- 
timated would benefit average 
families by £9 a week. 

“It’s a happy coincidence I 
am here the day before they get 
their tax reductions, which for 
family finances is probably the 
biggest benefit they have had so 
far,” the Chancellor said. Clear- 


ly in a bullish mood, be added: 
“1 enjoy campaigning, particu- 
larly when everyone agrees the 
economy is doing extremely 
well and is going to get better. 

“Businessmen tell me how 
much better things are. Cam- 
paigning this year, we are going 
to meet people who are bene- 
fiting in their family finances." 

But his remarks could prove 
a hostage to fortune on Thurs- 
day when Labour's candidate, 
Brian Jenkins, leader of the lo- 
cal Thmworth CoundL is poised 
to take the seat and reduce John 
Major's majority to dne. 

The Chancellor left the Con- 
servatives open to’ die charge 
that it is his economic strategy 
which will be on test iii the by- 
election in which the Tories are 


following the death of former 
Whip, Sir David Lightbown. 
The Chancellor said that lam- 
worth was “the heart of the 
country. This is where our mes- 
sage is going to get home. 

“It is the sort of place that 
ought to vote Conservative - you 
only need to look at Thm worth 
to see,” he said. 

The local Chamber of Com- 
merce, in its quarterly report, 
said three in five firms were re- 
porting an increase in order 
book levels with more than 
half of the firms saying growth 
was. set to continue. 

Mr' Garke said: “The gener- 
al election could be as far away 
as noil May. We have a long pe- 
riod in which the economy will 
continue to revive. I think Jim- 


defending a majority my James inTamwortb should 


be the beneficiary of the feel- 
good factor co ming back into 
ffie Midlands.” 

But there was evidence 
around the Ankerside shop- 
ping centre he visited that the 
recovery is patchy. 

He wenL to a jeans shop 
where he was told by Dawn 
Sedgwick, the manangeress, 
that business was “stable”. 

“He said we were in blue so 
we must be voting Tory. I am 
voting Labour,” she said. 

Katherine Brown, owner of 
Ragtime, a children's clothes 
shop, said: “The real economy 
is lower now than it was during 
the recession. The public have 
no confidence to spend.” 

She said the National Lotieiy 
was partly to blame. “We get 
midweek shoppers - the- buggy- 


squad - who used to come out 
to pick up an outfit for £4.99. 
Now they buy scratch cards.” 
As the Chancellor toured 
the shopping centre, he en- 
countered all the Government’s 
problems - an anti-European 
housewife, a pensioner com- 
plaining about the lack of gov- 
ernment help and a man who 
challenged Mr Garke to admit 
taxes had gone up under die 
Tories. Mr Garke was also em- 
barrassed by his own inflation 
when he refused to allow him- 
self to be photographed having 
his tummy measured. aL the 
opening of an outszesuil Shop. 
□ General election, 1992: Ligfcl- 
bonn, D (Con), 29,180; jenBns, 
b (Lab) 21,988; Penhngton. G 
(UbDem); Taylor, J (SDP), 895; 







message 
keeps strategic options open 


DAVID McKlTTRICK 

Ireland correspondent 


The intentions of the IRA re- 
mained shrouded in mystery 
yesterday, with political opinion 


Gerry Adams: ‘It's 
difficult to interpret’ 


very 


sharply divided on the meaning 
of the organ is 
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organisation’s Easter 
message to the republican faith- 
ful. 

The statement contained an 
unconcealed threat of violence 
in the future, but also said the 
IRA remained ready to help in 
developing the conditions which 
will allow for a meaningful ne- 
gotiations process, free from 
preconditions of any kind." 

The Ulster Unionist Party in- 
terpreted this as an indication 
that no new ceasefire is to be ex- 
pected before 10 June, the date 
set for all-party talks. But the 
SDLP leader, John Hume, said 
he saw a chink of %ht in the men- 
tion of possible negotiations. 


The IRA has carried out no 
attacks in Britain or Northern 
Ireland since the four London 
bombing incidents which fol- 
lowed the end of its 17-montfa 
ceasefire last month. While this 
is interpreted by some as a 


positive sign that the organisa- 
tion is not intent on a full-scale 
resumption of violence, it seems 
unlikely that this stance will be 
continued indefinitely. 

The general uncertainty was 
encapsulated by the Sinn Fein 
president Gerry Adams, who 
said: “It's very difficult to in- 
terpret or translate the situation, 
because we all live with the a re- 
ality of an end to the cessation, 
and therefore one could hear on 
the next news broadcast re- 
ports of some IRA operation.” 

The signs are that even Sirui 
Fein, which once acknowledged 
itself as the IEAs political wing, 
has been cm out of the decision- 


making loop. The general mood 
is Sinn Fein circles, largely as a 
result of this, is sombre and pes- 
simistic 

Mr Hume's positive ap- 
proach is based, he explained, 
on the IRA indication that it 
remained ready to develop con- 
ditions which would allow for 
meaningful negotiations. He 
said he and Mr Adams were en- 
gaged in intense activity to 
bring about a new ceasefire. 

Gwen the amount of mistrust 
in the air, there is speculation 
that some of this activity could 
involve attempts to have the LJS 
government or others help 
guarantee that a ceasefire 
would lead to talks which were 
substantive rather than an at- 
tempt to pillory the republicans 
and merely to demand arms de- 
commissioning 

However, the Ulster Union- 
ist leader, David Trimble, said 


Mr Hume was clutching at 
straws. He said Sinn Fein had 
one last chance to enter talks, 
but that during the period of the 
cessation they had reacted with 
endless prevarication and finally 
with bombs. 

His colleague, Ken Magmnis, 
added: “Sinn Fein are lost be- 
cause they don't have an agen- 
da that can be met through the 
democratic process. 

“They are beaten because 
they don't have a mandate. 
They will simply be an ugly boil 
on tine landscape of politics for 
many years to come.“ 

■ Figures from almost all parts 
of the Irish political landscape 
paid tribute yesterday to Ron 
Brown, the US Commerce Sec- 
retary who died in a plane 
crash in Croatia on Wednesday, 
for his role in the American ini- 
tiative to increase investment in 
Northern Ireland. 


Skin patches 
‘can ease the 
baby blues’ 


Skin patches of the female hor- 
mone oestrogen can help 
women suffering from post- 
natal depression, new research 
has found. 

A study showed that the 
patches, similar to the nicotine 
patches used by smokers, had 
a positive result in a group of 
34 depressed women. 

Dr John Studd, from Chelsea 
and Westminster Hospital in 
London, carried out research 
with colleagues from Salisbury 
in Wiltshire. He said he did not 
know why the patches worked, 
but the results were dear. 

Oestrogen is a hormone 
formed mainly in the ovary 
and, in pregnant women, in the 
placenta. Of 64 women with 
major depression, 34 were treat- 
ed with oestrogen patches for 
three months and 27 with an 
inert placebo for the same 
period of time. The depression 
experienced by the women was 
assessed monthly. By the end of 
the first month, the women 
receiving the oestrogen had 
shown a big improvement. 

A research paper published in 
The Lancet today said the study 
had shown “that transdennal 
oestrogen is an effective treat- 
ment for post-natal depression” 


Rail freight to 
slash workforce 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport correspondent 


Up to half the 7,600 staff work- 
ing for the four rail-freight 
companies bought by the US 
company, Wisconsin Central, 
are likely to lose their jobs 
over the coming six months. 

North and South Railways, 
the Wisconsin subsidiary, which 
recently took over LoadhauL, 
Mainline Freight, Rail Express 
Systems and Transrail, an- 
nounced yesterday it has writ- 
ten to all staff asking for 
volunteers for redundancy. 

A spokesman said: “A pack- 
age is on offer which will take 
into account people's age, cur- 
rent salary and years in service. 
All staff have received details of 
the scheme and will be given the 
opportunity to discuss their op- 
tions over the coming weeks.” 

In announcing the scheme, 
the company said it wanted to 
make cost reductions in order 
to increase its share of the 
total British freight market. 

The head of Wisconsin, Ed 
Birkhardt, is taking an aggres- 
sive attitude to freight and is 
determined to increase the mar- 
ket share from road, which is 
currently around 6 per cent. 


Although the company re- 
fused to name a figure for job 
losses, Mr Birkhardt has already 
suggested more than 3,000 jobs 
could go when the companies 
are merged into one operation. 

The three heavy-haul rail- 
freight companies were, in fact, 
de-meiged by the Government 
only two years ago, in an effort 
to boost competition on the rail- 
ways. But Mr Birkhardt's offer 
for £225m for all three per- 
suaded the Government to sell 
them as one group. The four 
companies made profits of 
about £70m on a turnover of 
£620m in 1994/5. Job losses 
were inevitable, given the merg- 
er of the three companies to- 
gether with Res, which runs the 
mail trains and the Royal train. 

Unions believe that as many 
as 4,000 jobs could go. A 
spokesman for RMT, which 
represents most raflworkers 
apart from drivers and white- 
collar staff, said: “We are con- 
cerned that the job losses 
envisaged do not square with 
the company's declared strate- 
gy of growth. We shall contin- 
ue with our talks with the 
company. Our policy has always 
been that there should be no 
compulsory redundancies.” 


Going from 
platform 4 
to eternity 


JOJO MOVES 


Old sailors get sprinkled onto 
the waves, while proud gar- 
deners end up fertilising their 
rose bushes. Where better for 
the tiaiiispotter to end his final 
journey than pulled into the 
sidings? 

Fans of coal and steam and 
ardent followers of number 
plates may soon be able to en- 
ter the big sleep by sleeper, as 

g lans are being drawn up for 
ritam’s first burial ground for 
railway buffs. 

The organisation behind the 
plans, the Midland Railway 
Trust in Ripley. Derbyshire, 
aims to set up a tracks ide ceme- 
tery and hold wakes in its din- 
ing cars after the departed has 
departed from platform 4. 

A planning application io 
change the use of a one-and-a- 
half-acre site at Golden \fcUey 
has been lodged with Amber 
VhlJey Borough Council and the 
borough council is due to dis- 
cuss the plan later this month. 

“The intention is to build a 
small station, adjacent to the 
burial she so that special trains 
will be able to stop there.” said 
Alan Calladine. spokesman for 
the Midland Railway centre. 



IN BRIEF 


Advice bureaux 
‘negligence' ciafm 

.Employment advice offered iw 
Citizen’s Advice Bureaux is 
potentially negligent or below, 
standard in almost four in 10 
cases, a leaked report shows. 
Redundancy cases, discrimina- 
tion or job security and mater- 
nity leave are areas singled out 
for particular criticism. 

Only 20 per cent of all advice 
was classified as “goo<F\ 
according to an external audit 
based cm an examination of 319 
cases taken from 16 bureaux. 
Details of the report, which was 
commissioned by the National 
Association of Citizen’s Ad- 
vice Bureaux, are revealed in 
Legal Action - the monthly 
journal of the Legal Action 
Group. 

PC in good nick 

A 31-year-old police constable 
has been honoured for his out- 
standing devotion to public ser- 
vice after rrialrrng 287 arrests in 
the past 11 months. Peter 
Hilton, who serves with the 
Greater Manchester force, has 
been commended tty his Chief 
Constable, David Wflmot. 

Stabbing honor 

A Briton has been stabbed to 
death in Australia in an attack 
described by detectives as 
“pointless and frenzied”, The 
body of Gawen Whalley, 22, be- 
lieved to be from Poole, Dorset, 
was found in a pool of blood on - 
a pavement in a Sydney suburb. 
He arrived in the country in 
September on a working visa. 

Girl ’s brain surgery 

A schoolgirl has undergone 
emergency brain surgery after 
being attacked by another girl 
in Lhe street Donna Murga- 
troyd, 14, of Manchester Road, 
Bradford, was kicked and 
punched to the ground by the 
girl as she walked home from 
school last week. Donna, who 
initially went to hospital com- 
plaining of headaches, was last 
night in a “stable” condition 
at Leeds General Infirmaiy 
after surgeons removed two 
blood clots. 


Cut-price funeral 

A pensioner who campaigned 
for cheaper funerals yesterday 
had the cut-price send-off he 
had planned for years. Tfeddy 
Corbett-Winder, 79, a former 
Age Concern worker from Ex- 
eter, was cremated in the £67 
chipboard coffin he bought sev- 
en years ago after criticising the 
prices charged by funeral firms. 

Car' dales down 

Continued lack of consumer 
confidence drove new car sales 
down 0.87 per cent last month 
compared with March 1995, it 
has been announced. A total of 
180.275 new cars were sold in 
March compared with 181.849 
last year, the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 
said. The fleet and company car 
sector rose 3.9 per cent last 
month, but private sales were 
6.6 per cent down. 

Louts in the frame , 

A police force has unveiled 
plans to shoot videos of chil- 
dren's loutish behaviour and 
play them back to their parents 
at the police station. Beat pa- 
trol officers wfll be armed with 
a video camera to film young- 
sters involved in street vio- 
lence, graffiti and even littering 
in Gosport, Hampshire. Some 
video evidence may be used in 
court 


Travel bonus ; . 

TTavel giant Thomas Cook is to 
give away £100 holiday spendj- 
mg money with every summer 
1996 holiday booked from toj- 
morrow until April 15. The 
deal - an attempt to kick-start 
the sluggish summer package 
market - applies to holidays 
departing between May 1 and 
September 30 to be taken tty 
two adults staying at least five 
nights. 

Labour poll history 

Labour has made-polling history 
by becoming the first party to 
enjety such a massive lead over 
its rivals and sustain that l ead 
for the longest period. A poll in 
today's Daily Telegraph shows 
that Labour continues to lead 
the lories ty roughly 30 points, 
a margin it has maintained 
since Tbny Blair succeeded 
John Smith as leader in mid- 
1994. 
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Ibman nghts appeal: Racehorse owner feeing electric chair asks for retrial in Florida court 

Last hope for death row Briton 


HEATHER MILLS 

Horne Affairs Correspondent 

.A former leading British race- 
horse owner on Florida's death 
. row yesterday made an eleventh 
vhour plea for a retrial in an at- 
tempt to prove his innocence. 

• Geoffrey Robertson, QC a 
; leading London human ri&his 
lawyer, was given a special 
hearaig before , he s , ate ' s 

l P that 
Krishna Maharajs first trial 

was flawed and that there was 
now new evidence which cast 
doubt on his conviction. 

Maharaj, now aged 57, has 
-been on death row in a Florida 
.jail - just a short drive from Dis- 
neyworid - for nearly 10 years. 
■He was convicted of the assas- 
sination of two wealthy busi- 
nessmen. Derrick Moo Young 
53, and his son Duane. 23, in a 
Miami Hotel room - both for- 

Fury as 
inquest 
finds no 
fault over 
toddler’s 
death 

PAUL HELD 

The parents of a 23-month-old 
child who died during surgery 
after being shuttled between 
four hospitals in eight hours yes- 
terday vowed to sue a health au- 
thority for alleged negligence 
after an inquest jury returned 
a verdict of death by natural 
causes. 

• Robert Benton died of acute 
bronchiolitis which kills only 
1 percent of child sufferers, al- 
though he was operated on for 
a suspected blockage to the 
windpipe at Heartlands Hospi- 
tal, east Birmingham. 

As the coroner. Dr Richard 
Whittington, directed, Jhe jury 
to return a verdict of natural 
causes and not to pass blame, 
the boy’s parents Julie Benton, 
23, and Timothy Dawes, 32, 
stormed out of Birmingham 
Coroner's Court. 

Inside, relatives hurled abuse 
at chest surgeon Joseph Khalil 
.Marzouk. who performed the 
.bronchoscopy. He sal expres- 
sionless as they turned on the 
jurors. “I hope your consciences 
are clear," yelled one. 

Outside, Ms Benton, who is 
expecting her second child lat- 
er this month, said: “I feel that 
■the summing up was very one- 
sided. When he first suggested 
natural causes as the verdict I 
felt sick, ‘I think there was 
more that could have been 
done. Robert had a chest in- 
fection but that was not life 
threatening. I feel be should still 
be here with us today." 

She claimed the coroner had 
overlooked evidence from in- 


mer associates. By the narrow- 
est seven to five verdict, he was 
sentenced to death. 

The case again focuses at- 
tention on American use of the 
electric chair after the execution 
last year of British-born Nick 
Ingram. But his lawyers say 
that unlike the case of Ingram, 
there exists real doubt about 
Maharaj's guilt, as well as 
grave concerns about the trial. 

Maharaj has ajwavs main- 
tained his innocence'. He ad- 
mitted that he was in the hotel 
that night, but claimed he was 
lured there by a man who failed 
to show up for the appointment. 

Since ms trial, however, it has 
emerged that the company 
which insured the two dead men 
found they were probably the 
victims of a drug-related hit - 
and not because of any con- 
nection with Maharaj, who was 
then running a newspaper for 



Krishna Maharaj (left), on death row for 10 years, whose 
last hope lies with appeal by Geoffrey Robertson (right) 

the West Indian community in ularities, particularly the ar- 
Miami. _ rest of the trial judge for al- 

His trial was beset by irreg- legedly taking bribes. His 


lawyers say that evidence point- 
ing to other suspects and away 
from Maharaj was wrongly 
withheld by the prosecution. 
They also maintain that as he 
was about to win a damages 
daim for breach of contract 
from the two men, so had no 
motive for the killin g. 

Yesterday Mr Robertson - a 
veteran of death row cases - told 
the judges that unless they or- 
dered a retrial “the state of 
Honda will be responsible for 
taking the life of 3 man whose 
innocence was never fully test- 
ed". He said they had a duty un- 
der the UN Human Rights 
Convention to ensure that there 
was no room for doubt. 

John Major has refused to in- 
tervene on Maharaj's behalf, but 
Mr Robertson was speaking 
with the support of more than 
100 cross-party MPs and the 
Bar's human rights committee. 
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Family grief: Julie Benton and Timothy Dawes outside court after hearing the verdict that their son died of natural causes Photograph: Stuart Harrison 


dependent surgeons and ihe 
pathologist who had disputed 
the treatment given to Robert. 

Mr Marzouk said he died as 
a result of tracheo malaria, a 
birth defect which led to the col- 
lapse of his windpipe. Howev- 
er, pathologist Dr David 
Rusbton said he bad found no 
evidence of the rare congenital 
disorder despite three doctors 
in the operating theatre claim- 
ing they had identified the de- 
fect after discovering there was 
no foreign body or mucus 
blocking his trachea. 

He said the post-mortem ex- 
amination had shown that 
Robert died on 7 June last year 
of a double hmg collapse caused 


by acute bronchiolitis. He 
claimed that as a result of arti- 
ficial ventilation during surgery 
bis diseased lungs had probably 
torn under the pressure and led 
to his death. 

An independent consultant 
anaesthetist. Dr Roger Thorn- 
ington, criticised the surgeon for 
not having inserted a chest 
drain which would have re- 
moved gases from his body and 
possibly saved his life. Had the 
bronchial infection been diag- 
nosed at an early stage, he sug- 
gested, Robert could have been 
treated with antiobiotics and re- 
covered in intensive care. 

However, the coroner com- 
mented: “1 do not think we will 


ever be sure but the underlying 
cause of death was a naturally 
occuring infection. 

“If would be naive to think 
that every death on the oper- 
ating table is an accident or mis- 
adventure.” 

Summing up the three-day 
hearing, the coroner recalled 
how Robert was taken by his 
parents to San dwell Hospital 
near their home in Rowley 
Regis, West Midlands, but they 
left after 10 minutes, concerned 
at the chaos they found in the 
casualty department. 

They drove him 10 miles to 
Good Hope Hospital Sutton 
Coldfield, where doctors diag- 
nosed a suspected blockage 


and organised a transfer to 
Birmingham Children's Hospi- 
tal. On arrival, no beds were 
available so he was sent to 
Heartlands where he died dur- 
ing surgety, eight hours after 
first being taken to San dwell. 

The coroner said he did not 
believe the delay in treatment 
had affected the outcome, and 
in view of the fact that hospi- 
tals in the region had tightened 
the protocol for the transfer of 
patients, he did not feel the need 
to make any recommendations. 

Solicitor Stephanie Forman, 
representing the family, said the 
verdict would not deter them 
from pursuing a case for alleged 
negligence against the West 


Midlands Rgional Health Au- 
thority: “We feel we have every 
chance of winning and in addi- 
tion we are going to instigate 
some form of inquiry into the 
findings of the inquest.” 

A statement on behalf of the 
four hospitals visited by Robert 
said: “Common ications be- 
tween hospitals were not clear 
and lack of clarity in commu- 
nications is of serious concern 
to all the hospitals. 

“New procedures have been 
put in hand. Now staff request- 
ing a transfer are directed to 
contact a receiving hospital 
themselves to check that facili- 
ties are available before a trans- 
fer actually commences.” 





Inquiry as NHS manager gets 
£35,000 pay-off and new post 


Classic art: Tlie E-type -Jaguar's new museum piece 

New York salutes 

E-type as art 
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New York yesterday honoured 
the dassic E-type Jaguar by de- 
claring the British sfWrts car an 

official “work of art”. 

At the same time Jaguar un- 

vefled a new open-top verswij 
to its dassic 1960s model at the 
US.dty's motor show. 

The British car maker chose 
New Ybrk to show off the new 
XXS convertible because it ex- 
pects seven in 10 of all models 
built to be sold in the US. The 
coupe version of the new car 
was groen.its public debut at last 
month’s Geneva motor show. 

, Billed as tte successor to the 

XJS but. looking more like the 
famous E-Type, the XK8 is ex- 
pected. to. sell for just under 
£60,000 from October, 

While moto ring fans drooled 
over the newroadiine, an orig- 
inal E-type roadster went on 
permanent display, alongside 


paintings and sculptures at the 
New York Museum of Modem 
Art It is on ty the third ever car 
to °et such an honour - the oth- 
ers’ being a Ferrari Formula 1 
racer and a Pinanfarina Qstalia. 

A spokeswoman for Jaguar 
said: “This is a great privilege 
to be honoured by the mufieum- 
tn the way as the newmodd was 
being unveiled in the city.” 

Tlie E-type first went into 
production'35 years ago and the 
convertible version was also 
unveiled in New York. 

Michael Dale, president of 
jaguar Cars North America, 
jafi: “When Jaguar introduces 
an all-new sport car it is a sig- 
nificant event in the automotive 
world. To have the world debur 
of the XK8 convertible in New 
York underscores' the .-impor- 
tance of the North American 
market to Jaguar” 


LOUISE JURY 
and TONY HEATH 

An investigation has been 
launched into how a manager 
was appointed to a £38,000 job 
in the- NHS within days of re- 
ceiving a £35,000 redundancy 
pay-on from a health service 
post just five miles away. 

Rftodri Morgan, Labour’s 
Welsh health spokesman, said 
yesterday that the case raised 
important questions about the 
future of the NHS including 
how the Conservatives' break- 
up of the service was costing the 
public money. “It cannot be 
right in law for somebody to 
leave a [health] trust in the NHS 
and pop up a week later in an- 
other NHS job" haying just col- 
lected a cheque,'’ he said. 

. . Julie Sharma left the Cwm- 


bran-based Gwent Community 
Health Thist at the end of 
December with a redundancy 
award of £35,000 after her job 
as business development man- 
ager was axed in a re-organisa- 
tion aimed at securing budget 
cuts of £250,000 a year. 

Within days, she was ap- 
pointed policy and performance 
director of the new Gwent 
Health Authority at POntypool, 
five miles from her former of- 
fice. at £38,000 a year. The post 
was advertised only in the NHS. 

William Hague, Secretary of 
state for Wales, is now investi- 
gating after protests from the 
South Gwent Community 
Health Council, which repre- 
sents patients, and Mr Morgan, 
MP for Cardiff West. The au- 
thority has ordered its own in- 
vestigation and Mr Morgan has 


also asked the Audit Commis- 
sion to intervene. 

Mrs Sharma’s former em- 
ployer, the Gwent Community 
Health Trust, which provides 
mental health, learning dis- 
ability and community services 
for the county, claims it had qo 
choice but to compensate her 
when her post was abolished. 

Bob Hudson, the chief exec- 
utive, said the authority and 
trust were independent em- 
ployers. “If we make some- 
body redundant, we have 
obligations to them in law." The 
issue was a national one and had 
come to a head because the 
NHS re-organisation had cre- 
ated more employers, he said. 

Mr Morgan said the situation 
was “patently absurd”. Any- 
one continuing work in the 
NHS should not be awarded re- 


dundancy. “The Government 
can't have it both ways. It says 
the trusts are within the NHS 
in which case they’re not sepa- 
rate employers. There is only 
one occupational pension 
scheme for the service." 

An additional factor in this 
case was the advertisement of 
the position internally. “Mrs 
Sharma was clearly not entitled 
to apply as an internal candidate 
if she had been made redundant 
from the NHS. But if she was 
still considered an NHS em- 
ployee then she should not have 
been awarded severance pay." 

Mr Hague, who has asked for 
a report on procedures, said in 
a written answer “a person who 
is no longer employed in the Na- 
tional Health Service would 
not be eligible for a job re- 
stricted to existing employees”. 


Lie detectors winkle out fishy tales 


DANIEL ROSEMAN 

Fishermen who claim a share of 
a £50,000 prize have been told 
that they must pass a lie detec- 
tor test to check that they are 
not exaggerating. 


.The firm organising the con- 
test, Normark Sports, imposed 
Ihe rule after its insurers said that 
they were worried about tail sto- 
ries in the search for the record 


Mitchell, the managing director 
of the Devon-based company, 
said: “This is a safeguard for us 
but also a safeguard for winners. 

“I would not want a legiti- 
mate claimant not to win, or to 
win a smaller amount of mon- 
ey. because of a fraudulent 
claim." But he was quick to 
stress that most anglers would 
not lie in order to win. 

“I would emphasise that the 


Record Fish Committee, 
agreed. “I have been involved 
in angling all my life and 1 do 
not thin k there is a more hon- 
ourable bunch of people than 
anglers." 

But some anglers are prone 
to exaggeration. In 1987, taxi- 
dermist Roy Whitehall was 
awarded the British record for 
a 431b 12oz pike. But fraud was 
discovered when a man recog- 


Whhehall still ended up a win- 
ner when the fake fish was sold 
for £4,200 at auction. 

Another famous fraud in- 
volved a Swiss angler Jurgen 
Notzli, who in the Eighties 
bought huge fish and “caught” 
them in his garden pond. 

Lie detectors are not new in 
fishing, though. A United States 
competition, the "Crappi- 
etbon”, used them to test an- 
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Maharaj - renowned in the 
world of horee racing- will now 
have to wait after the judges re- 
served their decision, but yes- 
terday’s hearing is regarded as 
his best hope of escaping the 
electric chair. 

Bom in Trinidad, Maharaj 
moved to Britain in 1960 and 
amassed a fortune importing 
fruit from the Caribbean. His 
passion was horse racing and he 
bought stables at Lamboum and 
Middleham, producing many 
winners. He moved to Florida 
in the mid-1980s. 

None of his former racing 
friends believe he is capable of 

murder. Bui ihe US prosecutors 
claim he lured the Moo Youngs 
to the hotel and killed them, be- 
cause of rivalries with another 
community newspaper. 

The Supreme Court is likely 
to reach its decision within a 
month. 
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The Government sale of Railtrack shares h underway, 
lo register for Infor ma tion, you simply need go <aH one of 
the many banks, building sodeties,stodcbrokers or other 
finandal intermediaries offering a Share Shop service. Look 
out for the Kst with telephone numbers appearing in this 
paper. Once you have regbtered.your Share Shop will send 
you further information about Railtrack and die Offer 

RAILTRACK 


REGISTER AT A SHARE SHOP 


ESUffi BYTHE D6*iTM0fT OfTlANSPOW AND APPROVED BT SBC WARBURG, 

A CNVI90N OF SWES BANK CORPORATION. REGUlATBkINTHE UK BY SM. 
THEVAUJt Of SHAftB CAN fUJCTIJATE ANY APFUCAT10N fOA SHARE SMOUU3 BE 
BASED ONTHE PROSPECTUS ALONE. FOR ACMCE CONSULT A «OfBSIONAl,ADVrai 
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Childminder tragedy 
spurs call for reform 


Easter traffic: Errors that will land millions in weekend jams 
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LOUISE JURY 

Training and registration of 
childminders need to be im- 
proved to prevent a repetition 
of the death of Helen Sangar, 
the baby shaken to death by her 
minder, according to a report 
published yesterday. 

The report calls on the 
Department of Health to issue 
tougher requirements for min- 
ders. including a training pro- 
gramme before they are placed 
on a local-authority register, and 
the keeping of an accident log- 
book for children in their care. 

David Lane, a childcare con- 
sultant and the author of the 
report, recommended local au- 
thorities should allow funds 
for staff to offer support to 
childminders, but also called on 
parents to take a more active 
role in alerting social services to 
potential problems. 

And he said if proper proce- 
dures had been in place nine 


years ago, the unsuitability of 
baby-killer Susan Cawthorae 
might have been defected and 
the life of Helen Sangar saved. 

While in Cawthorae’s care in 
1984. Leila Ipakchi, two, died 
of severe head injuries. A ver- 
dict of accidental death was 
recorded, and Cawthome was 
allowed to remain on Sheffield 
city council's chiidminding reg- 
ister, although she bad never 
been formally trained. Helen 
Sanger later died in her care. 

Mr Lane said: “It is clear that 
a number of factors around the 
time of Leila's death could 
have led to a doser examination 
of events. In view of the state 
of knowledge and the systems 
then in operation, however, it 
is understandable that no action 
was taken at i be time. 

“Since then, systems have 
been improved and tightened 
up and if such events were to 
happen today there would be in- 
dividuals who would be ac- 


countable for taking the ap- 
propriate action." 

The area child protection 
team in Sheffield, which or- 
dered his report, has already im- 
plemented many of the 
recommendations. Martin 
Manby, social services director, 
said the childminders them- 
selves had been anxious to 
make improvements although 
the service remained “critical- 
ly dependent” on parents in 
day-to-day contact with child- 
minders to register concerns. 

However, Helen's parents, 
Andrew Sangar and Susan Al- 
ston, last night said the report 
did not go far enough and more 
had to be done. 

“We believe that further pro- 
cedural changes are necessary 
both in Sheffield and across the 
country if the risk of a similar 
tragedy occurring is to be sig- 
nificantly reduced,” they said m 
a joint statement 

They called for unannounced 


spot-checks on child m i n ders 
and for all injuries requiring 
medical attention to be inves- 
tigated. There should be a 
“greater willingness” to dereg- 
ister childminders. 

Hie couple also accused Mr 
Lane of “letting off" those wbo 
“in our view are guilty of failing 
to protect aO Sheffield children 
in the care of childminders- If 
the correct actions had been tak- 
en, it would have led to the 
questioning of Mis Cawthome's 
suitability as a childminder, 
and so our daughter might still 
be with us”. 

Cawthome, 43, was jailed 
for four years last year for 
manslaughter. Mr Sangar and 
Ms Alston are now considering 
whether legal action is possible 
following the report 

“We intend to continue to 
campaign to make cfaildmmd- 
ing safer so that no other par- 
ents have to face the trauma we 
have been through,” they said. 



Slow start: The Stena HSS, the world’s biggest high-speed ferry, due to enter service last month across the Irish 
Sea, has been further delayed after safety checks and wfl! not carry passengers until after Easter Photograph: PA 
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CBI anger at 
Tory transport 
policy failure 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Business people are deeply 
“frustrated" and “angry” at the 
Governments failure to pro- 
duce a transport polity, Adair 
Turner, director general of the 
CBI said yesterday. 

Speaking at a lunch with 
transport experts at the CBI 
headquarters, he launched a 
fierce attack on the Govern- 
ment’s failure to produce any re- 
sponse to the transport debate 
it launched 18 months ago. Mr 
Turner said: “There is deep 
frustration among business peo- 
ple that the Government has 
tailed to produce any transport 
polity. Business confidence in 
the Government’s resolve to 
develop a competitive and sus- 
tainable transport network in the 
UK is at a low ebb." 

The sharpness of the attack 
will surprise ministers espe- 
cially coming from one of its al- 
lies but it shows the depth of 
anger among business leaders 
over what they see as ministers 
failure to face “hard choices”. 
Mr Turner said that while it was 
“ah very wen” to stimulate a de- 
bate on transport, it had start- 
ed 18 months ago and the “past 
15 months have been wasted”. 
■Any further paralysis by analy- 
sis will simply not do.” 

The Independent revealed 
earlier this week that the Gov- 
ernment’s response to the trans- 
port debate is likely to be 
published early next month but 
will eschew arty “grand solu- 
tions” to transport problems. It 
will also fail to satisfy environ- 
mentalists’ demand for strict tar- 
gets to reduce traffic growth. 

Mr Turner said it was the 
Government’s business to make 
hard choices. However, the 
transport debate had become 
overlaid with “a desire to reduce 
public expenditure for its own 
sake” which meant that it the 
Government had avoided de- 
veloping a transport strategy. 


Business leaders are begin- 
ning to accept that the infra- 
structure cannot be expected to 
accommodate all of this growth 
and therefore are looking at 
ways of breaking this link. They 
are sensitive to criticisms that 
goods are being transported 
all round the country when 
they could be sourced more lo- 
cally but currently, despite an- 
nual price rises above the rate 
of inflation, fuel remains cheap- 
er in real terms than in the ofl 
crisis of the 1970s. 

The CBI has moved away 
from Us past emphasis on pure-, 
ly road-based solutions to the 
transport crisis in favour of en- 
couraging public transport and., 
other more environmentally 
friendly modes such as w alking 
and cycling. Robert Napier, 
chief executive of Redland. the 
building supplies group, and 
chairman of the OBI'S transport 
committee, said: “We accept 
that we can’t build eight-lane 
motorways in England’s green 
and pleasant valleys. But it may 
be necessary to build the mo- 
torways underneath them 
sometimes, even if this costs 
more." 

The CBI is also angered that 
the Government’s response to 
the transport debate will ignore 
calls for a reform of the road 
taxation system . Mr Ibmer ac- 
cepted that road pricing was not 
popular but said that a distinc- 
tion should be made between 
road charging - for the cost of 
wear and tear - and taxation. 

Mr Napier said that the CBI 
was currently working on an es- 
timate of how much needed to 
be spent annually on transport 
infrastructure in order to keep 
Britain moving: “We feel that 
around £9bn per year needs to 
be spent on transport invest- 
ment, about £2bn more than at 
present." 

He added: “This weekend's 
Bank Holiday traffic will high- 
light once again the historic fail- 
ure of UK transport polity.” 


Food sent on 
road odyssey 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

The distance travelled by foods 
in heavy lorries around Britain 
has increased by just over half 
in the last 15 years, according 
to the campaign group Sus- 
tainable Agriculture, Food and 
Environment Alliance. 

While industry chiefs argue 
that Britain needs better and 
more roads to maximise the ef- 
ficiency of freight transport, 
SAFE want to see supermarket 
chains sourcing their products 
locally to cut down the number 
of “food miles” travelled by 
heavy goods vehicles. The um- 
brella group’s research high- 
lights the following cases: 

■ Asparagus: At a supermarket 
in the \fcle of Evesham, Here- 
ford and Worcester, Britain’s 
main asparagus-growing region, 
asparagus had been imported 

2.000 miles from Spain at the 
height of the season. 

■Apples: The United Kingdom 
is the second largest importer 
in apples in the world, even 
though apples are available in 
the country roost of the year 
round. Apples are imported 

14.000 miles from New 
Zealand, 3,300 miles from the 
United States and 5,200 miles 
from South Africa. The UK is 
only 35 per cent self-sufficient 


m apples, while in France 90 per 
cent of apples sold are French 

■ KilKat: A British supermar- 
ket chain was found to buy its 
KitKat bars in France and road 
freight them to the UK, while a 
French supermarket chain 
bought Mars Bars from Slo ugh 
Berkshire, although they were 
also produced in France. Trans- 
port costs were lower than the 
difference in price of the prod- 
ucts between the two countries. 

■ Milk: Fresh milk from a 
dairy near the south coast of 
England was found being sold 
in the north of Scotland. 

■ Tomatoes: A Lancaster firm 
collected tomatoes from Pilling, 
Lancashire, and transported 
them to Lancaster. They were 
then road-freighted to Blackpool 
for distribution to Dewbuist 
the butchers at their Yorkshire 
depot- From there thty went by 
road to all Dewhurst shops, in- 
cluding Lancaster. 

■ Fruit and salads: A company 
operating a distributing centre in 
Spalding, Lincolnshire, was im- 
porting bananas through South- 
ampton, which were then sent to 
Bolton, Lancashire, where they 
were ripened. Rom there they 
were taken to Bridgwater, Som- 
erset, to go to retail distribution 
centres and wholesalers through- 
out England and Wales. • 
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The supermarket giant Tesco 
yesterday announced that it 
had created 4,500 new jobs — 
to provide special teams of 
customer assistants" to offer 
extra help in its 54S stores 
across the country. 

- The scheme was launched on 
one of the busiest days of the 
year for supermarkets, as 
Tesco’s chairman. Sir Ian 
MacLaurin, led more than 1.000 
office staff who had volun- 

% teered to spend a day helping 
customers. 

The office workers were tem- 
porarily joining the new teams 
of customer assistants, identi- 
fiable by blue waistcoats, who 
have had been trained “to use 
their initiative to help out cus- 
tomers at every stage of their 
shopping trips". 

A Tesco spokeswoman said: 
"The 4,500 are all new jobs. It 
follows a trial in nine stores. The 
scheme is costing £2 Dm this 
year, but prices will not go up 
to pay for it because it is part 
of our budget 

“The customer assistants will 
unload trolleys, pack bags, find 
forgotten items or replace dam- 
aged goods, take note of any 
questions or ideas, and act as a 
personal poiai-of-contact for 
customers.” 

Sir Ian said that he was help- 
ing shoppers at the company’s 
store at Brent Cross, north-west 
London, and Lhat his board 
colleagues were at other stores 

— but unlike the customer as- 
sistants, they were there for one 
day only. 

Meanwhile, rival supermar- 
kets yesterday responded to 
Tesco’s move by revealing their 
commitment to new jobs. 

Asda said that it had creat- 
► ed 5,000 new jobs and increased 
the speed of its check-out op- 
eration by 15 percent in the past 
year. 

"Service is not something to 
be advertised," said Gwyn Burr, 
Asda’s marketing director. “It 
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First Internet 
channel to come 
with own soap 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The world's first Internet chan- 
nel, boasting a schedule of pro- 
grammes similar to those on 
television, is to be launched in 
Britain next month. 

The project is being pio- 
neered by the Cyberia Cafe 
chain, the London-based com- 
puter cafe group that serves cof- 
fee, on-line access and technical 
help to anyone who wants to 
surf the Net. 

Channel Cyberia, as it is 
called, is not unlike Channel 4 
in that it offers a host channel 
filled by “programmes" made by 
independent producers. It will 
also mirror conventional chan- 
nels in that it plans to publish 
programme listings and even 
use ITN to provide news. 

Also on offer will be a fi- 
nancial news service, a sports 
slot, film reviews, and a mo- 
toring feature by Steve Mc- 


- like reading a novel. Outsiders 
will have two episodes a week 
with a weekend omnibus. 

Similarly to ITV and Chan- 
nel 4, the Internet channel 
staffed by eight people will of- 
fer advertisements - but these 
will be played only on request. 
When the advertisement's logo 
is clicked it will play. 

Keith Teare, controller of 
Channel Cyberia, said the con- 
cept would introduce the notion 
of time to the Internet because 
the “programmes'’ would go out 
at set times, just as on television. 

However, in other ways the 
new channel would be more like 
a magazine at first because it 
would be restricted to text, 
photography and graphics with 
minim al audio-visual content 

Cyberia expects to be able to 
deliver CD-Rom quality mate- 
rial on-line within months and 
improve on sound and moving 
pictures by the end of the year. 

The channel began a preview 
service this week on httpy/eban- 


character. wun advertising revenue of 

a month rising to fannertyem. 


Inquiry into army 
meningitis deaths 


Health experts are investigating 
possible links between the 
deaths of two babies from 
meningitis at an army garrison- 
An Tl-week-qld boy died 
from meningococcal sept 1- 
caemia' at the Duchess of Kent 
Military Hospital in Cattenck 
Garrison, North Yorkshire, on 
Monday. ; .* 

_ Jessica Murdoch, 16 months, 

died from the same infection in 
February^ f ; • 

Both fathers are bclioved to 
be soldiers^ ffie Royal Irish 

TY . 4ij m ' . , 1^,. V" . 1 


each othej^^^-- 


me iwv 

the deaths are linked. 

Dr Ph3 Kirby, communicable 
disease consultant for North 
Yorkshire Health Authority, 
said: “It is unbelievably tragic 
for these two families. 

“Almost all cases of meningo- 
coccal infection are single and 
isolated, and spread from per- 
son to person is rare,, even in 
families or in those having close 
contact with someone whh the 
disease.'* .. ■ . ■/ 

National and regional memo, 
citis specialists have been 
briefed about the deaths. . 


irt) -tr 


, & 




news 

Catholic women 
say male ritual 
does not wash 


is not just a matter of training 
manuals, it is something cu£ 
tomers experience in our stores 
and either you like it or you 
don’t.” she added. 

Sainsbuiy said that its in- 
crease in the number of staff 
hours in-store was the equiva- 
lent of more than 5,000 extra 
staff. And Safeway responded 
to Tesco’s jobs initiative by 
claiming that it was "already 
doing it”. 

“Service is something Safe- 
way staff have been giving for 
years,” Roger Ramsden, direc- 
tor of brand marketing, said. 

Safeway, which has 370 stores 
throughout the United King- 
dom. launched its customer re- 
ward card in November 1993 to 
encourage shoppers' loyalty. 

■ Shoppers could soon be able 
to pick up a Tfessa at Tesco or 
an investment savings scheme 
at Safeway as the high-street 
chains compete to become to 
become Britain's first financial 
supermarket, according to a 
new report out yesterday. 

The groups are poised to cash 
in on existing successful cus- 
tomer loyalty promotions by ex- 
tending them into the financial 
products field. And Lhey could 
benefit from the reluctance of 
consumers to buy insurance 
products from their bank or 
building society, according to 
the market researchers Miniel. 
Its survey found that fewer 
than one in three adults would 
buy an insurance product from 
their bank or bunding society 
and that the majority preferred 
to shop around. 

The report says a number of 
large retail outlets have already 
moved into financial services 
over the last 10 years. It cites 
Marks & Spencer and Virgin as 
prime examples of retailers 
who have exploited the oppor- 
tunities open to them ana says 
that the next step may be tie-ups 
or takeovers of life assurance- 
companies by retailers. - 






Soul concern: The Catholic Women’s Network washing feet outside St David's Cathedral Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Women singing hymns yester- 
day protested outside an East- 
er church ceremony which 
washes the feel of men only. 

Supporters of the Catholic 
Women’s Network accused 
leading Roman Catholic clergy 
in Wales of being sexist. 

The demonstration was 
mounted at St David’s Cathe- 
dral, Cardiff, shortly before 
Archbishop Aloysius Ward 
washed the feet of 12 men in the 
congregation in the tradition of 
the Last Supper when Jesus 
washed the feet of his disciples. 

Surprised worshippers ar- 
rived for the service to find a 
large banner outside the cathe- 
dral proclaiming “Wash 
Women’s Feet Too”. 

As the Archbishop continued 
with his service inside. 30 
women held their own ritual 
outside on the pavement, pro- 
ducing a wooden chair, a bowl 
and jug of water. Earlier they 
handed out leaflets and tried to 


argue their case with clergy 
arriving for the service. Sever- 
al priests avoided the protest by 
using a side entrance. 

Sheila McBride, of South 
Shields, who travelled to Wiles 
for the pavement service, said 
most Catholic diocese were 
more enlightened and chose to 
include women members in the 
ceremony. “I think it is terrible 
to exclude women like this and 
it completely changes the mean- 
ing. Wishing of feet is supposed 
to be a symbol of service to oth- 
ers, love and unity.” 

Ann Farr, spokeswoman for 
the Network, was among those 
who had her feet washed out- 
side the cathedral. “To exclude 
women turns the whole Maun- 
dy Thursday tradition into a 
symbol of exclusion and divi- 
sion," she said. 

father John Lloyd denied the 
service ignored the role of 
women. "The diocese is simply 
following Vatican instructions." 
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Going to work on the Tube 

The Underground needs to be fit for the future, so it's time to operate 




Operation Hard Hat is a massive programme of essential engineering work 
that is currently under way Were strengthening tunnels and replacing 
tracks, platforms, escalators and signalling. Eventually, this will provide 


London with an efficient underground system to take us into the 21st 
Century. Which we think you'll agree, adds up to a much healthier service 
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Housing revival: Lowest interest rates for 30 years and belief that costs 

Estate agents toast 

‘feel-better factor’ 


have bottomed out have rebuilt market confidence 





REBECCA FOWLER 
and ROB CRANE 

They are calling it the "feeling 
better factor". As estate agents 
across Britain took on extra staff 
this weekend in anticipation of 
an Easter influx; they declared 

it was finally spring- lime for the 

bousing market. 

The first quarter of 1996 has 
seen an average 12 per cent rise 
in house prices and an increase 
in sales, against the lowest in- 
terest rale in 30 years. The front- 
runners in the recovery are 
south-east England, the West 
Midlands and London. 

A study by the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) 
reveals that two-thirds of Eng- 
lish and Welsh estate agents 
have had a 10 per cent in- 
crease in viewing and valuation 
requests this year. They are 
st rag gling to find enough prop- 
erties for sale to supply the 
renewed demand. 

In Manchester this week- 
end, estate agents were confi- 
dent of further signs of life. ‘‘The 
months from Easter are when 
you traditionally expect to HU 
the ‘sales pending' drawers," 
said Jonathan Dines, an agent 
and surveyor. 

He added: "The weather is 
good, there are a lot more 
viewings, a lot more offers and. 


we'd hope, a lot more sales. This 
is the turning-point weekend, 
when people put the kids in the 
back of the car, drive to the ar- 
eas they are interested in, note 
down the numbers on the For 
Sale boards, and visit agents." 

The intense competition be- 
tween lending institutions, 
aimed most intensely at first- 
time buyere, combined with the 
record low interest rates, have 
finally started to eclipse the fi- 
nancial insecurities of buyers, 
according to the industry. 

Haney Williams, national 
housing spokesman for the 
RICS. said: “From April we are 
seeing all the financial benefits 
coming out of the sausage mill 
at lasL We are seeing tax sav- 
ings coming into the purchasers' 
pockets, on top of the ferocious 
competition to lend them mon- 
ey. The first thing many people 
will do is consider the roof 
over their head.” 

Despite the optimism, agents 
are anxious to stress that the 
market is still fragile. In Hythc, 
Southampton, Paul Dernier, a 
partner in an independent 
agency, described it as a “con- 
valescence period". 

Mr Dettner said: “Things 
are getting better, but if some- 
one "has a major operation you 
don't expect them to get up af- 
terwards and run a marathon. 


People assume someone is go- 
ing to flick a switch and we will 
be bade toa normal market, but 
h takes longer than that.” 

However, economists are 
convinced the confidence from 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, is not unfounded. While in- 
terest rates have been cut three 
times in the last five months, 
and taxation dropped this 
month, consumer confidence 
has been building. 

Ian Shepherdson, UK econ- 
omist for HSBC Markets, said: 
“Us blindingly obvious the mar- 
ket is recovering, from higher 
mortgage applications, more 
sales and a move in prices. The 
question now is how long it 
lasts." 

He added: “We have seen a 
rebound from 1995; what we 
haven’t seen yet is real progress. 
Our view is we will, but its not 
a boom because the consumer 
balance sheet has too much debt 
on iL 

“There simply isn’t the scope 
to push house prices up by 
much more than five percent. 
But what we’ll have is a deep- 
er market that will be stronger." 

Among the areas already 
seeing the greatest signs of re- 
newal is Croydon. Bob Hay, a 
partner in Streets Ahead, said 
the firm was struggling to sat- 
isfy the demands of a pent-up 


market, but said sales were up 
25 per cent on the same quar- 
ter last year. 

Mr Hay said: “We are seeing 
both first-time buyers and buy- 
ers who want to move up a lev- 
el from a two-bedroom house. 
Thai’s where the shortage is, in- 
the three- and four-bedroom 
houses for the mid-£l 00,000s. 

“A lot of people who want to 
move up a level don't have any- 
thing to go and see." 

It is a similar picture in Scot- 
land. Homeowners in Ab- 
erdeen are gradual^ building up 
the confidence to put their 
properties on the market, hav- 
ing seen prices drop to record 
lows, and an invigorated inter- 
est from buyers. 

Ken Anderson, director of 
Anderson Pitt and Co, said: 
“Hats are selling veiy healthily, 
but the market is short of three- 
bedroom traditional homes. I’d 
like to see more of those com- 
ing up for sale." 

The lending institutions are 
already considering reviewing 
their forecasts for 1996 in the 
light of the renewed demand. 

The Halifax, the largest 
building society, has predicat- 
ed an overall rise of 2 per cent 
in house prices for 1996, but said 
if the current recovery is sus- 
tained it will be “somewhat 
higher". 
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Home sweet home: Oliver Gill outside the flat in Croydon which he is considering buying Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 

‘Prices are not 
going to drop’ 

Rebecca Fowler reports on the two 
sides it takes to clinch a property deal 
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VALOR 

tEVUE nxis (WHflB 
Noond price DOW . _ 
Saw £30 M 

ma £27939 

SAVE 

£30 

II UP TO £100 OFF SELECTED 
|| ELECTRIC FIRESL'ITES 

SUNCREST 

^SS^cmff 0 

l&£56ft99 


BE MODERN 

MAKBfliA 

MpkiMM ^ 

$££99999 



NEW WORLpI 

E 5 TUM WOO (MOWN) | 

Nomul price £54* 99 _ 
SancOO h) 

ma £479.99 


SAVE 

£70 


PC LYRIC 

55 GX (BROWN) 
Noonal price Cen.99 _ 

skew Gy 

rocE £59999 


SAVE 

£100 


UP TO £!00 OFF SELECTED 
ELECTRIC COOKERS 


CREDA 

TOMUNE (WHITE) 
Mud price £4M 59 * . 
San COO V 

£34999 


SAVE 

£100 


TR1CTTY BENDIXI 

SI 055 

Nnmri (eke £«9C9< 4 . 
SweCB W 

p^e £429.99 


SAVE 

£70 


CREDA 

COMMODORE (WHITE) > — - . _ _■ 5 


Normal price 
£349.99 
Save £100 ^ 
SALE PRICE 

£249.99 







AR 1 STON 1S6Q3 

Normal price £429.99 Save £130 

SALE PRICE £29%99 

WHIE STOOD LAST 

|UrN»vA»tW*WtMWW«WJ« . 


SAVE 

£130 


BOSCH SMS 5442 

Normal price £449.99 5ave £70 

SALE PRICE £37999 
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SAVE 

£70 


ZANUSSI DW927 

Normal price £51939 Save £100 

SALE PRICE £419199 
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BOSCH 

SMS 6012 

• 12 place settings 

• 5 programmes 

Normal price £519.99 
5ave £120 
SALE PRICE 

£399199 



SAVE 

£100 


CASH & CARRY SHOWERS 

FROM £79.99 


FREE HOME DELIVERY ■ helpful, trainee) 

WITHIN MAINLAND UK (CXCIUDING STAFF WHO KNOW ABOUT 

CASK AND CAKRT ITEMS) OUR PRODUCTS 


OV N E AT| 2 ONwiDE PS 10800850900 


CALL FOR YOUR 
NEAREST SHOP 


50%OIT 

SELECTED COOKWARE 

i) 


British Gas 

Beta 
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Oliver Gill is an estate agent’s 
dream: he is a first-time buyer, 
with £20.000 of savings in the 
bank, and his eye on three- 
bedroom flats in Croydon, 
which is among the areas that 
have seen the greatest recovery 
in the market. 

But Mr GilL a salesman of 
hairdressing products, has bid- 
ed his time until this year. He 
watched prices continue to drop 
alongside interest rates, which 
have fallen to record levels 
since November, and he has wit- 
nessed the lending institutions 
clamouring for custom. 

Tve been one of the greedy 
ones. Tve watched everything go 
down and down. I thought I’d 
sit on what I had. a hefty de- 
posit. and pick my moment. 
Now there are these magnifi- 
cent mortgage deals where you 
can play them off against each 
other, and it’s clear the prices 
are not going to drop any fur- 
ther, if anything they're perking 
up." 

When he started looking 
seriously for a property at the 


beginning of the year, Mr Gill 
said the flats he saw were dis- 
appointing. But in recent weeks 
he says the quality in his price 
range, £50,000, has improved 
significantly and he is current- 
ly considering putting an offer 
on a flat he saw this week. 

He said: “To begin with I was 
going to start at the bottom with 
a £3(1.000 flat, but its all dross, 
and by going up one level you 
get a lot more for your money.* 

Like many first-time buyers, 
Mr Gill, who has rented since 
he was 16. was concerned about 
financial security during the 
recession. But under the current 
mortgage deals, he estimates he 
will be paying as little as £200 
a month. 

Mr Gill said: “Everyone al- 
ways thinks about security, but 
even in the worst-case scenario, 
with (he mortgage deals as 
good as they are. I could still 
afford to live there. People's 
confidence is definitely corning 
back." 


‘It just felt like 
time was right’ 


For eight years Trisha Temple- 
ton, 48, a personnel officer, and 
her husband dreamed of mov- 
ing from Croydon to a home 
closer to his work. But only this 
year did they feel confident 
enough to put their house on 
the market. 

Although the Templetons 
bought their three-bedroom 
house a decade ago, just before 
the 1980s boom that left an 
army of homeowners floun- 
dering in negative equity, they 
watched the market plummet to 
desperate levels and kept post- 
poning the move. 

Mrs Templeton said: “We'd 
been thinking about it for years, 
but my husband is a self- 
employed management con- 
sultant and for one reason or 
another we thought we should 
wait then we decided we 
couldn’t wait forever." 

They put their £81,000 house 
on the market at the beginning 
of the year and within three days 
they had a buyer. But the cou- 
ple who put an offer in were 
trapped in negative equity and 
then had the house they were 


mm 

selling down-valued again, in a 
final legacy of the great slump. 

However, a second buyer 
came forward within weeks. “It 
was relatively easy, although 
there was that hitch, and the 
people we are now selling to are 
first-time buyers, so we’re hop- 
ing there isn't going to be a 
problem, touch wood." Mis 
Templeton said. 

The Tfempletons were moving 
up a level themselves in the 
housing market, and had 
£160,000 to spend in Dulwich in 
south London. At first they 
were disappointed to discover 
it would buy them little moire 
than their existing home in 
Croydon. 

Eventually they found a mod- 
ern four-bedroom detached 
house, and extended their mort- 
gage. Mrs Templeton said: 
“They were very competitive, 
and it was difficult to work out 
because no deal was the same 
as another. We’re glad to be 
moving at last It just felt like 
the time was right." 


Ospreys off danger list 


Bird experts predict that more 
than luO pairs of ospreys will 
breed in Scotland this year for 
the first time since they were 
wiped out by Victorian hunters 
and egg collectors. 

The phenomenal success of 
the species, which returned to 
Scotland in 1959, has now re- 
sulted in the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds taking 
it off the endangered lisL In 
Scotland last year 99 pairs built 
nests and reared 140 young 

Yesterday the most famous 
pair of all were settling in at the 


top ofa Soots pine, unaware that 
more than 50,000 people will 
watch their comings and goings 
live on television. For several 
years, they have nested in the 

RSFB’s Boat of Garten nature re- 
serve near Aviemore, where a 
video camera is trained on them. 

An RSPB spokesman, Derek 
Nieman, said: “The reintro- 
duction of the ospreys has been 
an astounding success. They are 
now a well established part of 
Scotland's wildlife and would be 
better described as rare, but no 
longer endangered." 
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_ Grammar schools: Union condemns ‘divisive’ plan 


Teachers vote 
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pupil selection 


act 


of FRAN ABRAMS 

t e i Education Correspondent 


wi 


na The union which represents 
fo, more grammar school teachers 
than any other is to campaign 
lh, against increased selection in 
to schools. 

be The Association of Teachers 

nc and Lecturers, meeting in 
p r . "Torquay. Devon, heard yeslcr- 
di* day that plans for a grammar 
ba school in every town would 
F/ also create secondary modems 
jjf, where standards would be low. 

The union, which has 800 
re members in the country's 160 
Wi grammar schools and ifi.OOUin 
independent schools. voLed 
overwhelmingly (o condemn 
government moves to increase 
selection. 

The Prime Minister has an- 
nounced that comprehensrves 
'will be allowed to select up to 
15 per cent of their pupils, and 
la White Paper in June will set 
out a range of options including 
the creation of new grammar 
schools by private companies 
working together with parents. 

An emergency resolution to 
the union's annual conference 
called for the existing system to 
be maintained. Proposing the 
motion. Martin Kamm from 
John Taylor High School in 
Staffordshire, said selection 


would mean lower ability in- 
takes in comprehensrves: “It 
doesn't matter what you call 
them, they are secondary mod- 
em schools as fax as parents and 

children arc concerned.” 
Having started his own career 
in a secondary modem, he had 
seen the effects the 1 1-plus had 



Peter Smith: Increasing 

selection is ‘divisive’ 


ply to be against selection at all 
costs is our polity” he said. “I 
have never thought that sec- 
ondary modem schools can't 
work. They can work provided 
they have sufficient resources 
and sufficient support" 

Peter Smith, the ATLs gen- 
eral secretary, said the union 
would now campaign against the 
move. “It is divisive. The real 
agenda is to improve Ihc schools 
we have got for aJJ the children 
who go to them.” he said. 

“There is a grave danger 
that if you create grammar 
schools what you will do is to 
produce secondary schools at 
best sink schools at worst.” 

A Harris poll carried out for 
the association last month 
showed that selection was low 
on the public's list of priorities, 
he added. Nine out of ten peo- 
ple polled wanted better disci- 
pline, more cash for schools and 


had on pupils. “The brighter 
ones, when they came in, had a 
chip on Ibeir shoulders - they 
had failed. That's how they and 
their parents saw it” he said. 

But Stephen Woodley, from 
the independent King’s School 
in Canterbury. Kent support- 
ed the Government's plans. 
“We should not look as if s ini- 


more books and equipment 
Fewer than half wanted more 


selection to raise standards, 
placing it tenth in rank order. 

Mr Smith said eight out of ten 
branch secretaries in the asso- 
ciation felt that the physipl con- 
dition of schools in their areas 
was having an adverse effect on 
pupils' education. Nine out of 
ten said it had led to concerns 
about health and safety. 
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Sacked 
workers 
get £6m 

payout 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 
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Spirit of Liverpool: John Larson, head of sculpture at the city's Walker Art Gallery, with the marble figurehead 
statue that is due to be replaced on the building this summer after being recut in China Photograph: Mercury Press 
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SAVE 


£30 


SOUTHWESTERN 

BEIL FF880CCMDUSS PHONE 
WITH ANSWE8MG MACHINE 

• 8 channel operation. 


• Up to 5 days sfeiidby tune. B JB J 

• Remote access. 

77 , 


sr 


• Memo recording bbtfy. jP 
Wa* El 29.99. % 
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H Dixons Discount Voucher 
SAISHO 

321 TELEPHONE 

• lorf number redSaf. 


• Ringer on/ off. 


iTooe/pubc iwildiobfe / 
In-sfcre Price £1249. 
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GEEMARC 

NAPOU 

TELEPHONE 

Wbs £19.99. 
h-store Price Cl 6 99. 



BINATONE 

SPEAKER 5 
TELEPHONE 

Mbs £24.99. 

In -stars Price £22.99. 



OM 

SOLO 

ANSWERPHONE 

Remote access. 

Wbs £29.99. 

In- store Price £27.99. 
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BETACOM 

I SWIFT ANSWERING 
MAOflNE 

_ Ste&99° rdi " B ' 

1 In-store fYfae £39.99. 
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SOUTHWESTERN 


BEIL 

FT760 CORDLESS 

mmoNt 

• Mercury button. 

Was £69.99. 

Irrstore Price £64.99. 
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BT FREESTYLE 80 
CORDLESS PHONE 
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mytxwed reception. 
• lOnumbo 


i number memory. 

• Out of range warning. 


Dixon Deal 



BT FRKSTYLE 300 

CORDLESS PHONE 

• Intercom bafity. 

• LCD display. 

• 10 number display. 

• 2 charred switdibg. 







BT FREE5TY1EI20 
CORDLESS PHONE 
•8 channel selection far 
iiipiu>cd reception. 

• 10 number memory. 


• Interoon^fadlrty. 
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BT FREESTYLE 320 

CORDLESS PHONE 


■8 Amnd o u toid e ction. | 

• LCD deploy 

• OneHoudtcWmg. 

• Inte rcom befty. 
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There's a great deal going on 
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Threat to honey pots of Kent 


The Garden of England is in the 
grip of a bee disease which could 
send prices of honey, fruit and 
vegetables soaring. 

The varroa n nte — which in- 
fects bee larvae so generations 
become increasingly weakened 
and deformed — is threatening 
honey and market-garden busi- 
nesses and beekeepers are call- 
ing on the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
to provide a compensation pay- 
out similar to that offered where 
cattle are affected by bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy. 


Tony Fisher, an amateur bee- 
keeper of Canterbury, warns 
that the mite is spreading rapid- 
ly. “There is a very good friend 
of mine who normally keeps 400 
hives. Because of the varroa 
mite that been reduced to just 
20. Elsewhere, others I know are 
seeing the number of hives re- 
duced by SO per cent." he said. 

The mite arrived in Britain 
four years ago, when it was first 
detected in Devon. It had been 
known on the Continent for 
yeans, but had been controlled. 
It is feared that this year will be 


Britain's worst for the pest. A 
spokesman for the Ashford 
Beekeeping Association said: “A 
lot of our members are being 
wiped out because of this and 
it is proving a problem to the 
commercial side as well. 

“I think it is inevitable that 
prices wQl rise, if not this sum- 
mer then next year. The problem 
is that not only' honey wilJ be af- 
fected — there is a knock-on ef- 
fect which wifl see fruit and 
vegetables touched by it too ... 
there axe fewer bees to pollinate 
orchards and vegetable gardens." 


More than^OOOsh^yard wotk- 
ets who were thrown out of 
work without redundancy pay 
are to share nearly £6m in 
compensation. 

The Conner employees of 
Swan Hunter, on Tyneade, wiB 
each receive between £450 and 
£15,000 - depending on length 
of service — as part of an out- 
of-court settlement with the 
receivers, Price Waterhouse. 

The City firm originally ar- 
gued that as receivers they were 
not liable to pay sums due 
nder agreements with the 
previous management 

However, after prolonged 
negotiations involving the Con- 
federation of Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Unions, Price 
terhouse agreed a package for 
the workers who were made re- 
dundant over a two-year period. 

Tommy Brennan, of the 
GMB general union, said: “This 
is a sweet victory, but all we have 
won is what the workers would 
have been entitled to if they had 
been made redundant by the 
employers rather than the re- 
ceivers. It has been a long haul 
caused by the total neglect of ' 
workers' rights.” 

Stefan Cross, of Thompsons, 
solicitors acting for the unions, 
said the workers would have to 
accept the deal by the end of 
April. “Negotiations have been 
tough but rair and we are very 
pleased with the settlement” 

The deal was struck in the 
wake of a House of Lords rul- 
ing in 1994 which left receivers 
and administrators liable to 
settle H aims from workers they 
had laid off. 

Gordon Horsfield. joint re- 
ceiver, said the level of the set- 
tlement realised the worst fears 
of insolvency practitioners, 
prompted tty the Lords’ ruling. 
The Swan deal covers, sever- 
ance pay, wages in lieu of no- 
tice and' payment for a period 
when workers were laid off 
during the receivership. 

“This settlement almost cer- 
tainly removes any prospect of 
dividends being paid to prefer- 
ential and unsecured credi- 
tors.” He said the settlement 


would have to be accepted by 
95 per cent Of the redundant 


workers to become operational 



O.K. Now here’s the drill. 
Get down to Homebase 
for great savings. 


Black & Decker 


31-piece Craftsman 
Drill Bit Set ■ 
£39-97 Save £12 



Curver 

Large Toolbox 
£44-97 Save £4*50 


Eariex Wallpaper 
Stripper SS50 
£37-97 Save £5 




Bosch 10-piece 
Jigsaw Blade Set 

-£40-97 Save £3*30 


SAINSBURV’S 


H#lVIIEI3ASIE 


HOUSE AND GARDEN CENTRES 


Good ideas cost less at Homebase. 
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Diplomatic protest: Foreign Office demands immediate release of round-the-world travellers seized on yacht by armed men 

Entrea holds British 

couple on spy claims 


WILL BENNETT 

Britain yesterday demanded 
the release of a couple arrest- 
“, OD suspicion of spying in 
Entrea more than two wee Iks 
ago while on a marathon round 
the world yacht trip. 

The Foreign Office also 
asked for an immediate expla- 
nation for the continuing de- 
tention of Peter and Shirley 
Billing, who were seized by 
armed men on board their 
yacht on 19 March. They left 
Britain to travel 13 years ago. 

Mr Billing, 64, and his wife, 
61, were originally thought lo 
have been arrested because 
they anchored in a restricted 
area off the Hanish Islands in 
the Red Sea, which are the sub- 
ject of a territorial dispute be- 
tween Eritrea and Yemen. 

But yesterday Rod Hicks, 


the British consul in Asmara, 
the Eritrean capital, said that 
their 35 ft ketch Chpeus had 
been anchored within Eritrean 
territorial waters and well away 
from the islands. “We have not 
been told why Lhey are being 
held,” Dr Hicks said. “They are 
being detained by the authori- 
ties in a hotel, where they are 

being well treated." 

Mrs Billing said yesterday: 
“We have got stronger and 
more independent as time has 
gone on. If I had been ques- 
tioned hard before I would 
probably have cried but 1 sup- 
pose they were just doing their 
job. They seemed to think we 
are spies, which is ridiculous. 

"The whole thing is going on 
a bit and we are still appre- 
hensive because we just don't 
know which way they are like- 
ly to go." 


BT’s managers 
vote to disrupt 
phones over pay 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

British Telecom customers face 
delays and disruption after 
thousands of managers voted by 
four to one to take industrial ac- 
tion in protest at a pay offer 
worth 6 per cent. 

Members of the Society of 
Telecom Executives derided by 
6,782 to 1,683 to disrupt ser- 
vices. arguing that individual 
increases would depend large- 
ly on a “discredited’' perfor- 
mance pay system. 

It is understood that follow- 
ing the overwhelming mandate 
for industrial action short of 
strikes, the union may decided 
to ban overtime which fre- 
quently makes up about 20 per 
cent of managers' hours. Oth- 
er options could include a work 
to rule and a “withdrawal of 
goodwill". Repair of telephone 
faults could be among the ser- 
vices to be hit, according to 
union sources. 

The pay rise, which BT in- 
tends to “impose" on its em- 
ployees, is made up of two 
elements. An average 4 per 
cent increase will be paid in the 
form of a “consolidated" rise 
and a further 2 per cent as one- 
off lump sum payments of 
£750 to £1,200. 

A spokeswoman for BT said 
the company would be favour- 
ing lower paid middle managers 


in the distribution of perfor- 
mance pay. The company felt 
that those at the top of the 
£18,000 to £36,000 pay range 
were already well remunerated 
compared with comparable jobs 
in other companies. 

Simon Petch, general secre- 
tary of the union, said the 
offer was shrouded in secrecy 
because no one knew how much 
each individual would receive or 
how the decision would be 
made. He said some might get 
nothing, adding: “Many simply 
do not trust the company to 
treat them fairly and resent a 
system which is so shrouded in 
secrecy." 

Some outstanding perform- 
ers have seen their pay artifi- 
cially held down because they 
were deemed to be earning 
enough already, Mr Fetch said. 
Most managers received no 
pay rise in 1994 and two-thirds 
of them got less than the infla- 
tion rate last year. 

Both sides acknowledged 
that talks were probable next 
week in an attempt to avoid dis- 
ruption. 

BT said the package was fair 
and registered its disappoint- 
ment with the vote by members 
of the union who made up 
13,500 out of the 20,000-strong 
layer of middle management. 
The company’s spokeswoman 
said it did not expect services to 
be disrupted. 


Family acts over 
death in custody 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

The family of a man who died 
after being in police custody are 
to launch an appeal to pay for 
a private prosecution against 
two officers who were involved 
in a struggle with the dead 
man. 

The move follows an an- 
nouncement by the Crown 
Prosecution Service that no 
police officers involved m the in- 
cident should be prosecuted be- 
cause of insufficient evidence. 

Brian Douglas, 33, a music 
promoter, died after his arrest 
last May in south-west London. 
He suffered a fractured skull, 
which his family claimed^ 
caused by the use of the new 

American-style batons. 

His brother Donald, 40, a 
charity director, said y“ te rday 
that he and other members of 
the fruity were seeing lawyers 

to plan a private mnunalpros- 

ecution, and that it would cost 

about £ 70 , 000 . . 

“We have no choice but to 

launch an appeal to raise^ 

sort of money, he said, hi ad 
ditian, we hope to have a QC 


at the inquest which should be 
held soon, and there is no legal 
aid for us." 

Mr Douglas, assistant divi- 
sional director of Save the Chil- 
dren fund, said he did not pin 
much faith on all the facts be- 
ing aired at the resumed in- 
quest which was opened and 
adjourned to allow the CPS to 
consider prosecuting. 

He said that the advice the 
famil y bad received from QCs 
suggested that a private prose- 
cution could be launched. 

His brother died in St 
Thomas's hospital, five days 
after being aiTested in 
Clapbam, south-west London. 

He was involved in a strug- 
gle with two police officers and 
was taken to vhuxfaafl police sta- 
tion on suspicion of being 
under the influence of drugs and 
drink. A post-mortem exami- 
nation found that he had a frac- 
tured skull but the cause of 
death will not be made public 
until the inquest into his death. 

.After the death, Scotland 
Yard said: “Two police officers 
took action to ensure their own 
safety after a knife and a CS gas 
canister were produced.” 


Abuse inquiry suicide 


Theoraerofacarehome 

killed himself hours beforehe 
was to be charged with abusn^ 
mentally han dicapped young 
people, left a note 
faith in God and the Iff® after- 
Iffe, an inquest at Windsor 
Berkshire, was told yesterday- 
GordonRowe, 61 ,W 3 S found 
slumped- in :a car on a roa ~ 
known as^DewTs Highly- A 
post-mortem examination re- 
vealed that he died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 


A 19 -month investigation into 
allegations of sexual and phys- 
ical abuse at his Longcare 
homes at Stoke Green House . 
and Stoke Place Mansion 
House, Stoke Poges, Bucking- 
hamshire, was about to con- 
clude. A police source said Mr 
Rowe would have been charged 
The East Berkshire, coroner, 
Robert Wilson, who heard that 
he left a seven-page letter to his 
two sons and second wife, 
recorded a verdict of suicide. 





A Foreign Office spokesman 
said: “We have protested to the 
Eritreans and we are pressing 
for a full explanation and ear- 
ly action. Wi.- want to see Mr and 
Mrs Billing released and 
returned to their vessel." 

He added that the British em- 
bassy in neighbouring Ethiopia, 
which oversees the United 
Kingdom's interests in Erilrea, 
had also been instructed “to reg- 
ister our deep concern over die 
Billings and demand a fall ex- 
planation". 

Mr Habtom Gcbremichael, 
the Eritrean Consul-General in 
London, was not available for 
comment yesterday. 

Although no formal expla- 
nation of the Billings' arrest has 
been forthcoming it is believed 
that Erilrea. which fought a long 
war to win independence from 
Ethiopia, is still nervous about 


security in hs coastal waters. The 
Billings and a French couple ar- 
rested in similar circumstances 
were taken to an army camp and 
kepi under armed guard in a 
mice-infested hut for three 
days. They were then flown to 
Asmara far questioning and it 
was not until Sunday that they 
were allowed to see’Di- Hicks. 

Mr Billing, an electronics 
engineer, and his wife sold iheir 
home in Wokingham. Berk- 
shire, and left England in 19S3 
to travel round the world by 
yacht. They are experienced 
navigators who look advice 
from the crews of other yachts 
about where they could an- 
chor off Eritrea. 

Their voyage has taken them 
to the Caribbean, the Galapa- 
gos Islands off Ecuador, the 
South Pacific, South-East Asia, 
Oman and Yemen. 



Troubled waters: Peter and Shirley Billing pictured on their yacht in America earlier in their voyage 
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Ford Mondeo 
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1 

LIST PRICE 

&l U99S 

&3,yoo 


&3.>l+9 

&3.4M 


Delivery 

fadwUd 



* 4 +y 

*4 4$ 


(2 months Road Tax 

iwdnded 

&+0 


dti+o 

&I+© 


3 year Servicing 

•r; 36.0 GO r r : ?l :-ociC 'is ? 

fadwled 

(tf tO ttjOBB mlii) 

&3I+.7 





3 year Comprehensive 
Warranty 

induced 

&y|© 

£33* 

Muded 

faduded 


3 years Total AA Cover 

induced 

Wrtk 

warranty 

With 

warranty 

ih duded 



Electronic ABS 

IM dttded 


tMdnded 

iMduded 

tMdnded 


Driver's Airbag 

faduded 

faduded 

faduded 

tHduded 

iMdvtded 


Engine Immobiliser 
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iMdvtded 
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tHdMded 
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Metallic Paint 

I'nduded 

£ 2-30 


£*44 
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Air Conditioning 

induced 

£470 
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Women who quit 


smoking cut 
cervical cancer 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


Women who quit smoking can 
reverse abnormal cell changes 
in the cervix, according to new 


research which strengthens the 
link between smoking and 
cervical cancer. 

Scientists say that stopping 
smoking may boost the 
woman's immune system and 
enable it to deal with abnormal 
cells, preventing any further 
adverse changes. Smoking is 
thought to weaken the immune 
response in the cervix. 

Dr Anne Szarewski, of the 
Imperial Cancer Research Fund 
which carried out the study, sakL 
“The results suggest that ft is well 
worth women trying to stop 
smoking if their smear test 
shows mild abnormality. They 
migh t even be able to avoid hav- 
ing treatment at a later date.” 


A group of $2 women smok- 
ers with abnormal-looking areas 


on the cervix agreed to tiy to give 
up smoking for six months. Sev- 
enteen stopped completely and 
eleven cut down by more than 
three-quarters. The quitters and 
the non-quitters were similar in 
age, contraceptive use, men- 
strual eyries and sexual habits. 

After six months, more than 80 
per cent of those who had quit 
or reduced their smoking by at 
least 75 per cent showed a re- 
duction in the size of the 
abnormal-looking area, com- 
pared with less than 20 per cent 
of those who continued to smoke. 
“The more the women reduced 
their smoking the greater was the 
reduction in the size of the lesion 
on the cervix,” the ICRF says. 

Previous studies have sug- 
gested a strong link between 
smoking and cervical cancer. Dr 
Szarewski said. “However, it has 
not been altogether clear 
whether this is due to smoking 
perse or something else to do 
with lifestyle. This study is 


unique in trying to rind out 
whether stopping smoking caus- 
es abnormal-looking areas on 
the cervix to get smaller.” 

There is also evidence that 
smoking can weaken the cervix’s 
immune response against virus- 
es - a virus is implicated in cer- 
vical cancer - bacteria and 
other toxins. 

“Smoking cessation may be 
allowing the imm une system to 
recover, leading to a reduction 
in size of mild cervical lesions,” 
Dr Szarewski added. “Our study 
adds to the evidence support- 
ing a direct link between smok- 
ing and cervical disease.” 

In their report, rxibfohed in to- 
morrow's issue of the Lancet, the 
ICRF scientists point out that 
quitting or cutting down on 
smoking could affect only those 
lesions that are unlikely to be- 
come cancerous. However, they 
conclude that “women with ear- 
ly cervical abnormalities may 
benefit from smoking cessation”. 
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The millio naire businessman 
Richard Morley confirmed yes- 
terday that he is to fight a last- 
ditch court battle to prevent the 
deportation of the Nepalese 
teena g er he rails his son. 

After 19-year-old Jayaram 
Khadka reported to Coleford 
police station in doocestersfaire 
yesterday, Mr Morley an- 
nounced that appeal papers 
would be lodged next Wednes- 
day for a judicial review. 

He is to contest a deportation 
order ccrafinned last week by the 
Home Secretary which says Mr 
TOiadka is an illegal immigrant. 
The rivfl rights lawyer Rudy 


Narayan will be leading a-de- 
fence team. 

Mr Morley, who lives at 
Clearwell Castle m the Forest 


T*»5!T!W!HT[ 


Transfer market: The age-old tradition of collecting and swapping football stickers being carried on by two young 
boys at Wembley stadium yesterday at a swap-shop for stickers Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


be on the grounds that the 
Home Secretary had failed to 
examine the case properly. 

He made a promise to Mr 
Khadka’s late father - who 
helped to save his life after a 
climbing accident — that be 
would look after his son if any- 
thing happened to him. And he 
now says ne will move to Nepal 
if Mr Khadka is deported. 
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Crown Wallpaper 

Sma/I florals or 
floral stripe design 
In 5 colourways. 
Was £4.99 


Dulux 
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Border 

5 mefres. Was £3.99 


HESS 


Sohrrte Wallpaper 
Adhesive 
Economy size. 


Dulux Vinyl * 

Matt, Silk or 
Soft Sheen Emulsion 

Brilliant White. 2.5 litres. 
Was £7.99 NOW 


£4 


99 


7.5 litres. Was ET5.99 


Abru Aluval 
3-Way Ladder 
Converts to stairwell 
(adder, stepladder or 
3m extending ladder. 





B&Q Nature’s Whites 
Vinyl Matt or 
Silk Emulsion 
6 colours. 0 - 0 %, qo 
2.5 litres. f 
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Pick up a 
leaflet in store. 

Does not apply In B&Q 
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Dulux Natural Hints 
Vinyl Matt, Silk or Soft 
Sheen Emulsion 

T2 Colours. 

2.5 litres. 0 - 0 % OO 
Was £11.99 

NOW Aw 7 each 
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’B&Q Non Drip Gloss, 
Undercoat or 
Liquid Gloss. 

Pure Brilliant White. 

2.5 litres. 

Was £5.99 
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*ItB 


£4 


England, Scotland and UMas Thursday, Good Friday. Saturday and Bank Holiday Monday; 8arrv8pm. 
Northern Ireland Thursday. Good Friday end Bank Monday Monday; 7.30am-9pm. Saturday: 7.30am-Spm. 
Easier Sunday Engftsx) and Wales dosed. Scotland and Northern Ireland: 9am - 6pm. 

Certain stores may vary, please phone to check before travailing. 


A BIGGER CHOICE 
A BETTER PRICE 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST D.I.Y CHAIN - 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE PHONE 0181 466 4166 

U you ftnd any Itey Season Price pfodLEfc^ lor Jess locally we will refund double the dffl«era»-M art boc* w«itn 14 drays wBti your receipt. This excludes price comparisons mode with B&Q Warehouses or B&Q Depots. See m sloe lar details ot 
our standard puce promise which appBes la afl other products. Offers may vary at B&Q W arehouses ondBftQ Depots. Sizes mown are appr oxi mate. Otters subjBCttoavott o b M y.pteose 'phone to check before travelling. 




Lloyd’s loses 
race-bias case 
over job cuts 


The Lloyd’s insurance giant 
was branded as racist yesterday 
when two former staff members 
who were isolated in a room be- 
cause they were Asian, and 
then made redundant, were 
awarded about £30,000 each at 
an industrial tribunal. 

Baldev Sahota and Latif 
Khan were segregated from 28 
white colleagues in their de- 
partment and given little work 
to do, the tribunal was told. 

The two highly-qualified risk 
assessors, who earned £33,000 
a year, suffered six months of 
segregation at Lloyd's Register 
of Shipping before they, were 
finally told to go. 

The tribunal’s chairman, 
David Boothe, said: “So for as 
race discrimination was con- 
cerned. it was clear that Lloyd’s 
was the discriminator. The 
detriment was dismissal 
“Whilst Lloyd's has not ad- 
mitted it was a racial decision, 
it was perfectly clear to anyone 
looking at it that it was.” 

Mr Sahota, 52, who was bom 
in India, and his colleague at the 
world’s largest marine insurer, 
Mr Khan, 50, originally from 
Pakistan, told how the white- 
dominated company continually 
victimised them at the office in 
Croydon, south-east London. 

Mr Sahota said: “I was made 
to sit in a comer of the office 
and not given any work. They 
made it dear they did not wan t 
me. New recruits would come 
ia and be sat at my desk and 
soon afterwards they would be 
given work. It was humiliating 
and degrading.” 

The two men had worked for 
Lloyd’s Register for four years 
but had worked at the Croydon 
office six months when they 
were sacked in April 1994. 

The tribunal in Croydon 
upheld the men’s claims for 
racial discrimination and unfair 
dismissal at an earlier hearing 
in January. 

After the award yesterday Mr 
Sahota, of Camberley. Surrey, 
said he was delighted that jus- 
tice had been done. 

He said: “I am glad that it is 
all finally over, it has been a very 
difficult two years. I will now 
concentrate on getting on with 
the rest of my lire.” 


Mr Sahota told the hearing 
to div ide compensation that he 
and Mr Khan were “stunned” 
by the loss of their jobs. “I asked 
myself why was tins happening 
tous. We were the only two peo- 
ple who were isolated in that 
office. 

“After I was sacked I lost all 
my confidence and dignity. Be- 
ing made redundant in such-a 
discriminatory way set me back 
so much, I could not even go out 
in the street" 

Mr Khan, of Wimbledon, 
south-west London, added: “Wfe 
were forced to sit in a corner . 

% The isolation was misery. When 
you are confined to yourself, you 
spend a lot of time just think- 
ing about yourself. 

“We were segregated to one 
corner of the building and we 
were not given any work. If in 
this civilised world, somebody 
segregates you due to vnur 


segregates you due to your 
colour or race, then I am sure 
it is a great shame." 

Lloyd’s moved the men, who 
certify the safety of off-shore oil 
rigs for insurance, back to its 


rigs for insurance, back to its 
Croydon office in October 1993, 
after the off-shore work died 
down. Six months later they 
were sacked. 

But in a memo dated 11 Oc- 
tober 1993. the manager of the 
department made clear his in- 
tention to sack them. In the of- 
fice there were 28 white workers 
and only four other non-whites. 

Mr Boothe said in his ruling: 
“Following the end of their 
secondment, they were returned 
to the main [Croydon] office 
and both were left in an isolat- 
ed part of the building. 

"Management said that this 
was because they were awaiting 
reassignment to other tasks. 
The applicants claim that no 
white employee was treated in 
that way, an assertion we accept 

"They further claimed they 
were being isolated in order to 
prove that they were redundant 

"In the memo dated the 12 
October 1993, the manager has 
made up his mind they were re- 
dundant, but the applicants 
were not told about this until 
March 1994." 

The exact compensation 
figure was due to be released 
today. 


DAILY POEM 


I am the Great Sun 


From a Normandy crucifix of 1632 
By Diaries Causley 


I am the great sun, but you do not see me, 
I am your husband, but you rum away. 
/ am the capthe, but you do not free me, 

/ am the captain but you will not obey. 


I am the trutli, but you will not believe me, 
l am the city where vou will not stay, 

/ am your wife, your child, but you will leave me, 
I am dial Cod to whom you mil not pray. 


I am your cmutsel, but you do not hear me, 
[ am the lover whom you will betray ; 

/ am the victor, but you do not cheer me. 

/ am the holy dove whom you will slay. 


I am your life, but if you will not name me. 

Seat up your soul with tears, and never blame me. 


pbarles Causley was bom and has lived, apart from six years 
m the Royal Navy during the Second World Whr, in Launce- 
ston. Cornwall. In 1990 he was awarded the Ineersol/TS Eliot 

AtunrH nitmn u_f _l:j: : ■ 
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Award, given to authors u of abiding importance whose work 
affirms the moral principles of western civilisation”. This poem 
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DAVID ORR 

Mokamba 

Smoke was still rising from the 
embe rs of a roadside shop and 
from the btimed-out care in the 
hospital yard. In a ward lay two 
wounded men, one of them 
motionless and bloody on the 
mattress. 

The grim-faced hospital doc- 
tor led the way to the morgue. 
Inside, the bodies of four men 
had been placed on stretchers. 
One had a bullet wound on his 
temple. Lying on the floor of a 
neighbouring room were the 
bodies of a family of eight. The 
arms of a baby and a child were 
intertwined with a woman. They 
had been shot and slashed to 
death with machetes. 

“The man with the bullet 
through his head is our anaes- 
thetist". said Dr Hilaire Nin- 
teretse. “When the rebels came 
they went to his home, asked his 
wife to leave, then executed him. 
We’re waiting for more bodies 
to arrive. I heard one or two 
more families were also mas- 
sacred". 

The attack on Makamba. a 
town in southern Burundi, came 
at dawn on Wednesday. It was 


made - of this there is no doubt 
among the populace - by one 
of the Hutu militias which have 
ten-orised the region since the 
middle of last month. 

In addition to attacking the 
hospital and looting the phar- 
macy, the guerrillas vandalised 
the_ governor's office and mu- 
nicipal buildings. The family in 
the morgue was from the mi- 
nority Tutsi group, though locals 
said some of the dead were 
Hutus. Why Makamba's garri- 
son had not fought back is un- 
clear. Perhaps they were afraid. 
It was rumoured the rebels had 
been heard singing in the hills 
before swooping on the Lawn. 

After the attack they went 
off into the mountains,” said the 
governor. Jean-Baptiste Gahim- 
bari, pointing at the hills to the 
east. “My position is very diffi- 
cult. The politicians come down 
here talking of pacification and 
all sorts of things. But when 
there's an attack they’re 
nowhere to be seen.” 

The governor looked help- 
lessly at the vast crowd which 
had gathered at the crossroads. 
There were about 1.500 men in 
silent groups and women with 
bewildered children. 


An armoured car and trucks 
full of soldicre raced past on the 
road. The townspeople stared 
back at the governor, waiting for 
him to tell them what to do. 
Most had suitcases or hastily 
packed bundles of clothes. 
Some carried mattresses. 

This week’s raid on Makara- 
ba is pan of a scries of attacks 
launched by the so called ban- 
des armees, Hutu rebels, in 
southern Burundi over recent 
weeks. The incidents mark a sig- 
nificant escalation of the in- 
surgency. which hitherto was 
confined mainly to the northern 
half of the country. They 
demonstrate the growing abil- 
ity of the Hutu milhias to si rike 
at will and push deep into ar- 
eas regarded as the heartland 
of the Tutsi-led army. 

The capital, Bujumbura, now 
all but “cleansed" of Hutus. is 
quiet, although it may only be 
a matter of time before the 
rebels fire rockets from the 
surrounding hills. The coun- 
tryside is more insecure than 
ever, with many roads off- 
limits to all but the army. 

The hills around Makamba 
are filled with displaced people. 
Some have fled the marauding 


Hutu rebels, others the military, 
whose campaign against the 
insurgents is often indiscrimi- 
nate in its ferocity. 

Iwo and a half years after the 
outbreak of fighting triggered by 
the assassination of Burundi's 
first elected Hutu president, 
the conflict shows no signs of res- 
olution. The rebels seem better 
organised than before. Chief 
among the Hutu extremist 
groups is the Force for the De- 
fence of Democracy, led by a for- 
mer interior minister. Leopard 
Nyangoma, an exOc in Zaire. 

The government, a fragile 
coalition of parties headed by 
the mostly Hutu Frodebu and 
the mostly Tutsi Uprona, ap- 
pears paralysed. There is little 
common ground between Up- 
rona and Frodcbu.diplomats 
say. Hope that the moderates 
can hold their own is fading. 

There is growing interna- 
tional pressure on the govern- 
ment to talk to the extremist 
factions. Bul Uprona is against 
talking to Nyangoma and oth- 
er Hutu hardline groups. Many 
fear Burundi could suffer the 
same fate as Rwanda, where 
genocide broke out two years 
ago this weekend. 
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Touch down: iacques Chirac, die first international leader to visit l^banon since the end of the 

inspects a guard of honour at Beirut airport with President Elias Hrawi (left) Photograph. Reuters 

Chirac buries a broken past 


ROBERT FISK 

Beirut 

The portraits of Ayatollah 
Khomeini and Imam Mousa 
Sadr had been removed from 
the airport road the night be- 
fore. More than 150 soldiers in 
their new American helmets 
had surrounded Lhe headquar- 
ters of the Lebanese trade 
unions; there would be no 
protests for higher wages to mar 
Jacques Chirac's visit. Only 
when he walked into the re- 
stored parliament building on 
the old Beirut front line did the 
President come face to face with 
Lebanon’s continuing war. 

As Mr Chirac sal stony faced 
on the dais above the 128 as- 
sembly members, Nabih Beni, 
the speaker of the Lebanese 
parliament, insisted that resis- 
tance to foreign occupation 
could not be described as “ter- 
rorism*’, and compared the 
Lebanese guerrilla forces who 


are fighting the Israeli occupa- 
tion in southern Lebanon to 
the French resistance, which 
struggled against the Nazis. 

Since many of the Lebanese 
fighters are members of the pro- 
Iranian HizboDah - whose satel- 
lite groups kidnapped French 
civilians during the Lebanese 
civil war and blew up the French 
para troop headquarters in the 
city in 1983 - Mr Bern’s words 
were unlikely to commend 
themselves to the French 
President. 

Bul as the first internation- 
al leader to visit Lebanon since 
the end of the 1975-90 civil war, 
he was all grace and favour. 
When he responded to Mr 
Beni, it was to quote Charles 
de Gaulle, insisting France 
would help in Lebanon’s re- 
construction and would support 
it to become “theeconomic and 
financial heart of the Middle 
East". 

Here was a phrase that might 


not find favour with Israelis, 
who very much intend to make 
sure that Israel, rather than 
Lebanon, becomes the new 
economic powerhouse of the re- 
gion, always supposing the 
crumbling peace process can be 
saved. But Mr Chirac had some 
coded messages for both sides. 

France wanted respect, he 
said, for UN Security Council 
resolution 425, which calls for 
the withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from southern Lebanon - but 
he wanted, too, to see “the 
Lebanese security forces alone" 
guard their sovereign territory 
after an Israeli withdrawal. In 
other words - although he did 
not say so directly - France 
wanted Syria’s 22,000 troops to 
leave, once the Israelis have 
completed their withdrawal. 

Since President Assad has al- 
ways insisted that the Syrians 
will stay until the last Israeli has 
left, there was nothing in the 
speech to offend Damascus. 


And Christian Lebanese groups 
who have been complaining 
about Syria’s military presence 
will not have objected to Mr 
Chirac’s remarks on the need 
for an exclusively Lebanese 
army to control Lebanon. 

His references to resolution 
425 received prolonged ap- 
plause from an audience which 
included six Hizbollah members 
of parliament and the Iranian 
ambassador. 

Did he reflect, one won- 
dered, on the fact that an or- 
ganisation closely associated 
with that same Hizbollah had 
killed 58 French soldiers in the 
1983 suicide bombing, a slaugh- 
ter to which he is to unvefl a 
memorial in the grounds of 
the French embassy tomon-ow 
morning? 

But history can be cruel and 
Mr Chirac’s visit is intended to 
symbolise a new future rather 
than a broken past, for both the 
Lebanese and the French. 
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(Up to £5 off the best BBC videos.) 
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Complete Ab Fab Series 1 on video £H*99 £13«®y 


WH Smith have got great prices on all your favourite BBC titles, 
but don’t forget that you’ll need these coupons to take advantage of two more great offers 


_..*v 




£2 off 


WH Smith 


WH Smith 


BBC1N1 


BBCIN2 


£ 4 °# 


»MSg 




Terms and Conditions: 1 ■ This voucher entitles you to save £2.00 when you buy 
Wallace and Gromit Close Shave video from WH Smith. 2. Offer exclusive to 
WH Smith. 3. Not exchangeable for cash or any other merchandise. 4. Voucher 
cannot be combined with any other promotional voucher or staff discount. 5. Valid 
until 30 April 1 996. 6. Subject to cvaUabHity. 7. Only 1 voucher per purchase. 


Terms and Conditions: 1. This voucher entitles you to save £4.00 when you buy 
Pride and Prejudice video fron WH Smith. 2. Offer exclusive to WH Smith. 3. Not 
e xc hangeable for cash or any other merchandise. 4. Voucher cannot be combined 
with any other promotional voucher or staff discount. 5- Valid until 30 April 7996. 
6. Subject to availability. 7. Only 1 voucher per purchase. 


4?*»j 


There’s more to entertain you at WH Smith 


Prices correct at time of going to press. Offer ends 21.4.96. Subject to availability flt WHSmfth stores in England and Wales only. Excluding airport branches. 
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Balkan air tragedy: Storms complicate efforts to piece together final moments of flight which cost top Clinto n aide his life 

| gi Delays hampered 
I ■% crash rescue efforts 





EMMA DALY 

Dubrovnik 

An mvesugation began yester- 
day into the last moments of the 
US militaiy plane, carrying an 
American cabinet minister and 
senior businessmen on a Balkan 
trade uip, that crashed into a 
mountain only three kilometres 
north of Dubrovnik airport, 
killing all on board. One woman 
survived the six hours it took 
medical teams to reach the 
site, but died later. 

Elite Croatian and US units 
have located 33 bodies - in- 
cluding that of Ron Brown, 
the US commerce secretary - 
but there is a dispute over pas- 
senger numbers. There were 
two flight manifests: one listed 
33 names, Lhe other 35. 

To add to the confusion, two 
of the bodies recovered are 
named only on the longer list, 
and while the Croatian prime 
minister. Zlatko Matesa, said 
the search and rescue mission 
was now over, US officials - who 
fear two bodies are missing - 
said it would continue. 

A team of US aviation offi- 
cials arrived yesterday to de- 
termine why the US military 737 
flew off course and hit a steep 
barren ridge line around 500 
metres above sea level. Weath- 
er was cited as a possible fac- 
tor - locals described it as the 
worst storm in a decade - but 
that does not explain the plane's 
course along an inland valley, 
parallel to the coastline, which 
the pilot should have followed. 
Nor is it dear why searchers 
could not pinpoint* the spot at 
which the plane disappeared 
from radar screens. 

In sombre mood, Peter Gal- 
braith, the US ambassador to 


Croatia, said yesterday: "The 
plane was not where it should 
have been.” 

The Iasi communication with 
air traffic control at Dubrovnik, 
Mr Brown's destination, came 
at around 3pm, when the pilot 
reported flying over the island 
of Kolocep, north of the Adri- 
atic city. “That's a normal pro- 
cedure,” said Mr Matesa. 

Shortly after, the plane dis- 
appeared from radar screens 
both in Dubrovnik and aboard 
military surveillance planes in 
the area. “They [the tower) 
just informed me that they lost 
him," said Mr Matesa! He 
added that searchers had found 
the cockpit voice recorder, 
located in the tail section. 

The hostile terrain and the 
atrocious weather - thick fog 
and torrential downpours - 
hampered the rescue operation, 
but questions were also raised 
about delays in identifying and 
reaching the crash site. Initial 
aerial searches focused on the 
coastline, but a villager who saw 
the plane flying low and heard 
the crash walked to a neigh- 
bouring hamlet, telephoned the 
airporf and alerted police. 

Croatian troops reached the 
site - up a long, twisting dirt 
track, followed by a 500-metre 
hike over boulders - at around 
7.30pm. But it seems that the 
first American forces did not ar- 
rive until midnight. A Croatian 
doctor alerted at 7.30pm 
reached the mountainside at 
9pm and scrambled up the site 
wearing her while coat and 
medical clogs. But she was too 
late to save Lhe one survivor, an 
American woman, who died 
on her way to hospital. 

Since helicopters were unable 
to land, US special services 


despatched from Brindisi, who 
included a surgeon, abseiled 
down on ropes to the crash 
scene. One team member. Ma- 
jor Lewis Boone, described the 
crash site as he saw it alter 
dawn. 

“The first impression was 
the absolutely inaccessible ter- 
rain," he said. “As you got to 
where the site was it was liter- 
ally hand over foot-typ 1 -* 
climbing over boulders.” 

He saw debris, then one en- 
gine; the tail section sheared off 
at the rear door, perched up- 
right on the slope; and a piece 
of wing. And some of the 
victims. 

“The remains of the people 
1 saw were in and around the 
area by the tail section,” he said. 
“It was very upseLiing.” 

Personal effects such as suit- 
cases were strewn around the 


area. Other sources said some 
bodies were found still strapped 
in their seats. 

Journalists were barred front 
the scene by Croatian troops, 
but from the main road we 
could see the night punctuated 
by frantic activity, police lights 
flashing red and blue on the 
mountainside, the rumble of 
Hercules transport planes at the 
airport and the flicker of heli- 
copter lights circling overhead. 

Conditions were so bad that 
teams of searchers were rotat- 
ed over 45 rainuics or so. Ma- 
jor Boone said. A procession of 
army trucks brought down 
groups of bedraggled soldiers 
wrapped in blankets. “The area 
was incredibly hard to gel to and 
there wasn't much left of the 
plane,” the major added. “That 
was pretty shocking.” 

Ron Brown obituary, page 18 




President Bill Clinton and his cabinet observe a moment of silence at the White House late on Wednesday as 
hope began to fade that Ron Brown, the US Commerce Secretary, had survived the plane crash in Croatia 
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Nazi SS captain on trial for war massacre 

Rome — A military court yesterday ordered the former SS cap- 
tain Erich Priebke to stand trial for the Nazi massage of 335 iuu- 
ianrnen and boys during lhe Second World War. Lawyers at lhe 
closed-door preliminary hearing said 82-year-old Pnebke showed 
no emotion as examining judge Giuseppe Masst ^ 

decision to send him to trial for “multiple homicnde aggavated 
bv cruelly". Priebke will be tried for his role m the March 1944 
massacre at the Ardeatine Caves outside Rome, Italy s worst 
wartime atrocity. The trial opens on 8 May. R^uier 

Sudan seeks to end 13-year civil war 

Nairobi — Sudan's government has begun moves to bring to m 
endThe country’s 13-year civil war by contactmgMuthern rebel 
factions, following the loss of two government garcrons I 
and is seeking a “peaceful solution to the south Sudan ^blem ■ 
Sd aSteraentLra the Sudanese Embassy in Nairobi. /fewer 

Shots fired close to Yeltsin's home 

Interfax news a 8^ cc ^ Wednesday evening, but according 

of the President s home. on iVMdow ev^ * ^ ^ 

Arrests over Belgian grenade attack 

roccaumcom.^Donw.lh of having links 

wdlhtbe Algerian bomb- 

SS Ser Xh l Sed seven peop.e. ^ 

Dictator’s mass-murder trial resumes 

Dictator xhe trial of 70 officials accused of mass 

Addis Ababa, Mengistu Haile Mariam was 

murder under the dictatorship ' Jf s a del . during which 

Iraqi general ^^^S^oSdordah 

tional Accord Group, wbchse Nizar Khazrajisaid m a 

dam Hussein. destroyed the sovereignty and 

statement: “Saddam s pokacsbw > forces.” Reuter 

ifliegrity of Iraqi lls ^recMeSS' police 

Amnesty accu ^ yesterday that French po- 

Paris — Amnesty jnternatio of u reck i ess ” use of force, in- 
lice have failed to change ? £ detailed in the rights group’s highly 
duding shootings and beaongss group noted that the victims 

critical report of October an d many were of non- 

of such abuse "were often ^ 
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If you’re making 
home improvements 

this Easter, save 

money by using plastic. 

If you’re a Spend & Save cardholder be sure to take the right plastic with you when you go shopping. 

The Homebase and Texas Spend & Save card offers you the best rewards of any card scheme (a minimum of £4 and 
a maximum of £15 for every £100 you spend). And there s no minimum spend per visit 

Whafs more, you can spend your vouchers on food, electrical goods, dallies, DIY and gardening through any Salisbury’s, 
Savacentre, Texas and Homebase. We’re open every day (except Easter Sunday) and we look forward to seeing you. 
SAINSBURY’S HMIEBASIs Savacentre 











Why is the new 400 so enjoyable? Because power steering is 
standard on all models. Because leather and walnut are available on 
r k the 2.0 litre GS models. 



Because the award winning K-series engine has 
a patented ‘through bolt’ construction which offers exceptional 
power and fuel efficiency. Because the 2.0 litre T-series engines use 
direct fuel injection and crankshaft counterweights for stunning 
performance combined with superb refinement. 

Because the suspension design and engine mounts are treated 
as a single system, you get precise handling as well as the 




smoothest ride in its class. If youd like to know more about 

RELAX, 

why sitting in a Rover 400 Saloon is one of the most enjoyable rover. 
things you can do with your clothes on, phone us on 0345 186 186. 

MODEL SHOWN 420U £15.845 ROVE* 400 SA LOON PRIC ES FROM £!).*« TO £ P.1 IS. PRICES. CORRECT AT TIME OF COINC TO PRESS. EXCLUDE £528.00 COST OF DELIVERY TO DEALER. NUMBER PLATES AND 6 MONTHS ROAD TAX. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
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Few places are as enjoyable 

AS A ROVER 400. 
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Screen test. How Paris Match sees Isabelle Adjani and Richard Berry as Danielle and Francois Mitterrands 


Parisians 
game to 
play God 

W hat if a French filmmak- 
er set out to produce an 
account of ibc Mitterrand era 
on the model of JFK or Nixon'! 
The weekly Paris Match offers 
what it thinks could be the ide- 
al casting: Isabelle Adjani Hast 
seen in La Rcine Margot) to play 
Danielle Mitterrand. Richard 
Berry, starring in a comedy 
about the clash between gay 
and straight lifestyles, as Dieu 
himself, and for Anne Pin- 
ged, Mitterrand’s long-time 
mistress, Fanny Ardant. The 
magazine also found the ideal 
actors for the role of Mitter- 
rand’s illegitimate daughter. 
Mazarine; and two of his prime 
ministers. Miehel Rocard and 
Laurent Fabius. 

Unfortunately a spanner was 
put in the works of this inge- 
nious scenario right away by 
Adjani who said' she didn't 
think she would be at all good 
as Danielle Mitterrand and 
had the temerity to propose 
someone far less well-known in 
her place. 


PEOPLE 



Patrick d'Arvor: Return to 
TV news after 100-day ban 

P atrick Poivre d'Arvor, 
France's 52-vear-old star 
television presenter, is back 
on the screen of TFl’s main 
evening news programme after 
a Itjn-day suspension, playing 
himself. He was banished in 
January , just before his con- 
viction for corruption was up- 
held. His crime was to have 
accepted gifts, including holi- 
days and designer suits' from 
the PR agent' of the former 
mayor of Lyons, Michel Noir. 
His defence was that everyone 
else in the journalistic estab- 
lishment was doing the same. 


The return of PPDA, as he 
is known, has divided the 
French media; some think that 
his return discredits the news, 
others think Lhat his private and 
professional lives can be sepa- 
rated. PPDA has spent his en- 
forced leisure promoting his 
novel, filming, in Madagascar 
and interviewing the Burmese 
dissident, Aung San Suu Kyi, for 
TFi. The clinching argument 
for his return, however, seems 
to be the French television rat- 
ings war ihe audience for the 
Spm news declined during his 
absence, if it does not pick up 
now, the cognoscenti say, his fu- 
ture will be on the line again. 

H ow do you play a national 
resource? And" more to the 
point, who should be allowed 

to play such a role? The rush 
to put the life of Nelson Man- 
dela on celluloid is forcing 
these questions to be examined 
more urgently. The South 
Africans, as one would expect, 
are protective, not to say pos- 
sessive. The rest of the world 
might regard Mandela as a 
beacon for humanity, but his 
homeland is proprietorial. Hav- 
ing housed and fed him for 27 
years, it presumably feels it has 
a slake in the legend. 

So when it was announced 
yesterday that Miami-bom. Ba- 


hamas-educated. English- 
sounding Sidney Poilier want- 
ed the part, African feathers 
were ruffled. “The veracity of 
the story, its texture and real- 
ity, could only come from a 
South African performance," 
said Dan Robbertse of the 
South African actors’ union. 

But the American backers of 
a planned television film for the 
US Showtime channel do not 
agree. The South African pro- 
ducer of the film, David Wichl, 
says the backers would only 
fund the film if Poilier was the 
star. “There are only a few ac- 
tors out there who could con- 
vincingly play Nelson Mandela 
and Sidney Poitier is one of 
them.” Mr WIcht said. Roh- 
bertse says local actors John 
Kant Winston Ntshonaor Za- 
kes Mokae all have the skill to 

play the “national treasure". 

Recently Mandela support- 
ed the tiny local film indusuy 
by selling rights to his best-sell- 
ing autobiography to South 
African director Anant Singh. 
■It is our duty to primarily sup- 
port our own artists and give 
them resources and backing." 1 
Mr Mandela said. It looks like 1 
an uphill struggle. The top tip I 
for the hero's role in a third film 
is Harry Belafonte. 

James Roberts 


Florence 
fights back 
against 
tourist army 


1 ANDREW GUMBEL 

I Rome 

i 

With twu international summit 
meetings looming at the start of 
j a long, hot tourist season, the 
; dry of Florence is taking some 
unorthodox measures to spruce 

• itself up and take control of the 

• armies of visitors invading its 
streets and museums. 

! Coach parties wanting to 
I come into the centre of town 
i will have to book ahead and pay 
! an admission fee if they want to 
: gel past checkpoinis.bcinE set 
. up at the two main motorway 
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Alluring: Art-lovers flock to 
see Botticellis's 'Venus’ 

exits to the north and south of 
the Tuscan capital from the 
beginning of May. Only 150 
coaches will be admitted each 
day: the other 400-odd now dou- 
ble- or triple-parking on Flo- 
rence's narrow medieval streets, 
will have to slop on the out- 
skirts, where buses will pick up 
the tourists and take them in 
and out of town. 

Similarly, anvohe wanting to 
visit the Uffizi Museum, home 
to manv of the defining jnas- 
terpieces of Italian Renaissance 
painting, will have to buy a tick- 
et in advance and turn up at a 
pre-arranged lime. The days of 
half-mile-long queues snaking 
all the way around Piazza del- 
la Signoria may soon be a thing 
ofthepasL 

In the run-up to an interna- 
tional meeting on Bosnia on 14 


and 15 June, and a European 
Union summil a week later, the 
city has banned ihe feeding of 
stray cats and introduced stiff 
fines for dog-owners who fail to 
clear up after their animals. 
Special handlers, meanwhile, 
are capturing Florence’s 
2UO.OUU pigeons, feeding them 
contraceptive pills and exter- 
minating any which show signs 
of illness. 

And if that sounds weird, 
there is something even strang- 
er in store forthe summit days: 
the horses who transport 
tourists around the city’s centre 
on specially painted carriages 
will be obliged to wear special 
nappies so they run no risk of 
fouling up the proceedings. 

“We're not trying to stop 
anyone getting in io the city. We 
just want to regulate things a bit 
so that the avalanches of 
tourists don't end up over- 
whelming us," said Amos Ccc- 
chi. the Florence mobility 
councillor, a special post created 
last year to deal with the mov- 
ing walis of distressed flesh 
thaL press into the city of 
Brunelleschi and Michelangelo 
every spring and summer. 

The measures, which mark 
the beginning of an effort to 
provide comprehensive booking 
packages for tourists covering 
hotels, museums, restaurants 
and cultural events, have not 
made Mr Cccchi particularly 
popular in Florence, which has 
seen scores of crowd -control 
plans come and go without any 
noticeable success. 

The tourists, however, may 
not mind so much. Anyone 
who stands patiently in line to 
gel into the Uffizi these days 
could be forgiven for thinking 
that Botticelli's Venus rises not 
from a seashell but atop the 
bobbing heads of assorted back- 
packers from Karlsruhe. Osaka 
and Cleveland, Ohio . 

Millions of visitors besiege 
Florence. Venice and Rome 
every year and their numbers 
are rising. In Rome, where the 
problem' is less noticeable be- 
cause of its size, the authorities 
have told coach operators that 
anyone caught parking illegal- 
ly 'this summer will have to 
come to grips with giant sets of 
wfacelclamps specially made to 
combat the problem. 


From April you must get 

into this routine 
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uD to it. the first Seff Assessment tax yea' 


jump to ft, the first Seff Assessment tax yea' . . 

starts on 6th April 1996. From then on, if you 

usually receive a tax return form, you’ll need to hf** 
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make a record of your income and expenses. 

What records do you need to keep . ? 
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Easter 
Special Offer, 
Save 10 % now. 

Vehicle rescue from just 

£ 26.50 

O I OIN TODAY CALL free 

0800 000 111 


They include bank and building society statements, J 
dividend vouchers, business earnings and receipts, 
payments to employees or subcontractors, cashbooks 
and any other documents that could relate to your tax. 
Fifing these details as you go along will make it easier 
to fill in your first new-style Self Assessment tax 
return in April 1997. 

How to avoid penalties ..................... 

There wifi be a dear timetable setting out what you 
have to do by when. Keeping to the right dates for 
sending back your tax return and making payments 
will mean you avoid interest and penalties. 

Read the leaflet in your next tax return — 

To find out more, look out for the special leaflet 
on Seif Assessment we’ve included with your next 
tax return. 

WeVe also prepared free information guides to help 
you. if you’d like copies just send us the coupon or 
telephone our special number anytime. (Ml calls are 
charged at the local rate.) 


INVOICES 


S 0345 16 15 14 sg 

Ibaft . http:f/www.opcn.gavAik/inrev/ir1eafJitm 

24hr. — 24 hr- — 24hi%. — 24hr ...... 
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Please send me more information about Self Assessment. Please tick a box 
if you are:- Seif-employed 0 Employed □ A Pensioner CJ Seeking work □ 

Name IHr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

Address 



Self Assessment- a clearer tax system 


Postcode 


5A/IHD/3/C/1 


P L € A 5 E RETUR.fl CODPOfi TO: SELF ASSES5MEIT PO BOX 555 BRISTOL 8 5 99 5 U J 
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The longest, most expensive 
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hunt in FBI history has led to the empty heartlands " Uc 

After 18 # s ’ 

• ' -f r 


. , 4* 


On the trail of terror: a bombing spree that left three dead 




i"T' Sacramento 


oo Evanston 


0 O Chigago 


{£) Ann Arbor 


;£■ New Haven 


13 June 1985 
Boeing 
No Injuries 


1 1 December 1985 
Computer store 
1 death 


24 April 1995 
Forestry Association 
1 death 


26 May 1978 
Northwestern 
1 1njury 
9 May 1979 
Northwestern 
1 1njury 


University 


University 


15 November 1979 
Aeroplane 
12 Injuries 
10 June 1980 
Chicago suburbs 
1 1njury 


15 November 1985 
Professor’s home 
1 injury 


24 June 1993 
Yale University 
1 1njury 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 


20 February 1987 
Computer store 
1 1njury 


! O 0 Berkeley 


2 July 1982 

University of California 
1 injury 

15 May 1985 
University of California 
1 injury 



0 (£} Salt Lake City 


8 October 1981 
University of Utah 
Bomb defused 


20 February 1987 
Computer store 
1 injury 


Maybe the quest is finally over, 
and in a fashion as bizarre as this 

most extraordinary of cases de- 
. serves. Few criminals in recent 
times have caught America's 
imagina tion as has the “Un- 
abomber”, a Professor Mona*- 

iy am ong mail-hnmbcTS'wfao for 

almost 18 years plied his' trade 
from one end of the country to 
the other, defying- even mock- 
ing -every effort of the FBI to 
catch him. 

Now the Feds seem to have 
got their man. The individual 
they have netted as their 
strongest suspect yet is not a big 
diy crime shark protected by a 
shoal of attorneys, or a brutal 
killer from the backstreets. The 
longest and most expensive 
hunt in FBI histoiy has led in- 
stead to the echoing, empty 
heartlands of the West, ana a 
seemingly innocuous modern- 
day hermit in a brick and board 
shack 

For a dozen years now 
Theodore (Tfed) Kaczynski has 
lived that way, without plumb- 
ing or electricity, using his ex- 
crement to fertilise his 
vegetable garden. He was a 
certified eccentric, a Harvard 
graduate who would ride a bi- 
cycle along the muddy roads 
into the remote Montana town- 
ship of Unco In (population 
530), mainly to borrow what few 


learned books were available at 
the public library. His beard was ■ 1 ■ 

straggly, iris dothes ill-fitting, of- . , *- 
ten tom. People mostly liked - 
him but .left him alone, for.- ' . 
Montana is a place, where pii- . . 
vacy is respected. 

' °T think most of us are root- : 1’ - -• 
lag that this isn’t the guy,” said 
one of his neighbours, Larry 
Butler. “I don’t believe' it's him. - r 

If he’s so educated, why did he 1 
live like that?" lo which inves-. 
tigators have a simple answer. : 

He lived like that because he 
was the Unabomber. 

Only today will it be knowr. 
with certainty what crimes the 
53-year-old Kaczynski will be 
charged with. But he fils the Un> : •• 

abomber's profile, elaborated bj 
the FRL with nncannvnreriskm 



the FBI,' with uncanny precision 

Just as the Bureau predicted - 
he is a middle-aged white male 
well-educated and almost cer 
tainJywith a felled university ca ■ 
reer behind him, who mosth- 
sbunned human society to con 
centra te on his two preferred. - 
pursuits: developing his (bear 
of the calamity to which the in . 
dust rial revolution was leading 
mankind ~ and killing people 
with devilishly constructed. . - 
letter-bombs. 

The Unabomber seems ft .. 
have had special links with uni . 
versify life in three places - : . 
Chicago (where his famil 
lives). Utah, and northern Cal 
iforaia. On each score M: • ; - 
Kaczynski fits the bill. Afte> - 


Belarus leader 
vows to expel 
Kremlin’s foes 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 


Adopting a harsh tone remi- 
niscent of the Cold War. the 
hardline leader of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, yes- 
terday threatened to expel 
diplomats and journalists who 
attended demonstrations 
against bis policy of tighter 


integration with Russia. 


have issued protests lo 

.i. « 


a number of diplomats," he said 
in remarks likely to astonish 


in remarks likely to astonish 
Western embassies used to 
more relaxed working condi- 
tions since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. “We will act here 
in unbending fashion as a sov- 
ereign and independent state. 
A diplomat must not march at 
the head of a demonstration," 

Diplomats and reporters had 
been observing a protest by 
about 20,000 people who look 
to the streets of Minsk on Tues- 
day after Mr Lukashenko 
signed a treaty with President 
Boris Yeltsin in the Kremlin 
creating a mini-common 
market of Russia and Belarus. 

Mr Lukashenko was espe- 
cially angry Russian television 
failed to point out he had 
banned street marches after a 
similar protest of Belarussian 
nationalists in March. “Active 
talks" had started with Russian 
television, he said. “These jour- 
nalists will not be working here 
for many more days." 

As for the Western media, 
they were “so worried about our 
democracy. If this had hap- 
pened in your countiy, you 
would not have dealt with it in 
such a fashion," he said. 

Along with Uzbekistan, 
where the KGB remains active. 


Belarus is among the most con- 
servative former Soviet re- 
publics. This is thanks to Mr 
Lukashenko, whose eccentric 
behaviour prompts compari- 
son with Russia's Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky. 

The Belarus leader censors 
the local media and has sus- 
pended trade unions. Last year, 
he angered Washington by fail- 
ing to apologise when the Be- 
larus air force shot down 
American civilian balloonists 
who accidentally drifted over 
the republic's territory. 

His dead hand has been par- 
ticularly felt on the economy, 
which is so stagnant that the 
IMF has withdrawn support 
from Belarus. It is because of 
his republic's economic diffi- 
culties that he wants to move 
closer to Russia. 

Tuesday’s treaty stopped 
short of creating a single state 
but provided for co-ordinated 
foreign and defence polka es and 
a common market in goods, ser- 
vices and labour. It was inline- 
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DECORATIVE PROJECT 


£1198 £9.98 


99p I 50p 


Stablishing Solution 
5 ttr 




a! Wash 4 Itr 


diatety criticised by economists 
in Moscow who said Mr Yeltsin, 
in his haste to convince voters 
he was matching Co mmunis t 
efforts to restore the old empire, 
exposed Russia to the danger of 
being milked by Belarus. 

But there are signs Mr 
Yeltsin's passion might be cool- 
ing. On Tuesday, he and Mr 
Lukashenko called their new 
union the Commonwealth of 
Sovereign Republics, whose 
Russian acronym SSR is only 
one letter short of SSSR 
(USSR). But alarmed by deri- 
sive press comment, Kremlin 
aides on Wednesday spoke only 
of a “Commonwealth ’Treaty”. 
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North Korea fuels 
frontier war fears 


Newel Post 
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Half Newel Post 
1.22m 
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RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 


The 43-year-old military stand- 
off between North and South 
Korea grew more tense yester- 
day after the Communist North 
renounced its obligations in 
the demilitarised zone, which 
has separated the two armies 
since the Korean War ended in 
1953. 

South Korea warned it would 
retaliate against any military 
provocation following the an- 
nouncement. After a meeting of 
security ministers, a defence 
ministry official said Seoul 
would not tolerate violations of 
the truce that ended the war. 

A statement broadcast from 
Pyongyang announced the 
Korean People's Army, whose 
1 million troops are massed 
dose to the border, would “give 
up its duty, under the armistice 
agreement, concerning the 
maintenance and control of 
the military demarcation line 
and DMZ. Secondly, the KPA 
side shall ... have its personnel 
and vehidesbearno distinctive 


The consequences are not 
dear but in the short term it may 
make Little difference. The 
armistice, which ended the 
three-year war, has become 
meaningless over the last few 
years, with both sides accusing 
cadi another of violations The 
Military Armistice Council, the 
bilateral body responsible for 
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monitoring the peace, has not 
met since 1994, when the North 
withdrew its mission. 

But yesterday’s announce- 
ment will fuel anxiety about the 
intentions of Pyongyang at a 
troubled moment in the North's 
histoiy. Apart from uncertain- 
ties about the grip on power of 
its reclusive “Dear Leader", 
Kim Jong 11, parts of the coun- 
try are cm the verge of famine 
since disastrous floods last sum- 
mer ruined the rice harvest. 

In December, the KPA moved 
bombers dose to the DMZ. 
which is only 50km from the 
South Korean capital, Seoul 
Since the war ended no formal 
peace treaty has been signed. 
The armistice was a military 
ceasefire signed hv ranerakand 
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arvard, he took courses at die 
niversity of Chicago, before 
king a PhD in mathematics at 
e University of Michigan 
here his former professor 
sterday described Kacaynski 
, “very serious and "very 
■le"). He lived in Salt Lake 
ty for a while in the late 1970s 
id early 1980s. And before 
au he had been an assistant 
aths professor at the Univer- 
y of California at Berkeley 
fore leaving after two years, 
r reasons that are unclear. 
And if the police theory is 
nect, he also built bombs. The 
st attack was in 1978. a bomb 
(dressed to Chicago Univer- 
y. The last of the 16 attributed 
th^Unabomber came a year 
p, ^Sacramento, California, 
ten Gilbert Murray, the Pres- 
ent of the California Forestry 
ssoctaiion, was killed as he 
Kined a package at his office. 
The bombs grew in sophisti- 
tion . with the years, often 
antejti in skilfully carved 
xxlen containers;' sometimes 
ith & trademark signature, 
: C~j 

All; the while; the police 
arched, but in yain. “Soroe- 
nes we'd get pretty close to 
m, ^specially in California in 
J95,” Lou Betram, a retired 
BI agent who was on the Bu- 
au's Unabomber task-force in 
in Francisco, said yesterday. 
3ut then he’d go into hiber- 
ition, nothing would happen 


Theodobe John KaczvnskiB 

Born: May 22, 1942 in Chicago. 111. Pre-B 
pared at Evergreen Park H.S., Ever* ||| 
green Park BL Horae Address: 9299f|| 
l^wdale, Everjgreen Park, 111. Field « ir ’ 
of Concap^ioaa: Matherarics. Sehol-!/ 
anhips WlPritt*: Harvard College - v 
Sc^lardi^^fe Vh- 


a& '-v . 


Manhunt: 
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An FBI artist's sketch of Die Unabomber in 1994 (left); Ted Kaczynski's entry in the Harvard University yearbook for 1962 


for a while, the trail would 
grow cold." 

But even Unabombers are 
not infallible. Exulting in his ap- 
parent mastery of the FBI. the 
master cr imin al made his mis- 
take, in the form of a 35.000- 
word treatise on the “Future of 
Industrial Society", which he 


submitted to the Washington 
Post and New }ork Tunes. If they 
published the rambling, anti- 
technology manifesto, the 
writer said, he would cease his 
campaign. After much soul- 
searching. the two papers did so 
on 20 September 1995, on the 
advice of the FBI. 


Relatives in Chicago were 
struck by similarities between 
some of Ted Kaczynski's earli- 
er writings and the rambling 
m usings of the Unabombcr’s 
tract, and eventually his broth- 
er informed the FBL And so Lhe 
trail of 18 years, dotted with 200 
detained suspects along the 


way, led to j hand-built cabin 
□ear the Continental divide. But 
the tale may not yet be over. 

Barring a confession, or con- 
clusive DNA tests on saliva 
from stamps affixed to the 
bomb packages, the FBI may vet 
have trouble in proving that 
Kaczynski is the Unabomber, 


linking him with each of tbe 16 
attacks. Indeed yesterday there 
were reports that the FBI had 
found evidence which could 
provide alibis in at least two of 
them. And if so, some people 
surely will secretly be glad. Af- 
ter ail, what is life without a few 
unsolved mysteries? 
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Excerpts from the Una bomber’s 35,000-word manifesto, 
published in the Washington Post and the New YbrH Times 
in September, 1995 

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

The Industrial Revolution and its consequences have been 
a disaster for the human race. They have greatly increased 
the life expectancy of those of us who live in "advanced” coun- 
tries, but they have destabilised society, have made life un- 
futtilling, have subjected human beings to indignities, haw 
led to widespread psychological suffering (in the Third World 
to physical suffering as well) and have inflicted severe dam- 
age on the natural world. The continued development of tech- 
nology will worsen the situation. It will certainly subject human 
beings to greater indignities and inflict greater damage on 
the natural, world, it will probably lead to greater social 
disruption... 

We therefore advocate a revolution against the industrial sys- 1 
tem. This revolution may or may not make use of violence; 
it may be sudden or it may be relatively gradual. We can’t 
predict any of that. But we do outline in a very general way 
the measures that those who hate the industrial system should | 
take in order to prepare the way. This is not to be a ! 
POLITICAL REVOLUTION. Its object will be to overthrow not 
governments but the economic and technological basis of 
the present society. I 

POLITICAL CORRECTNESS AND “LEFTISM” 

When we speak of leftists we have in mind mainly socialists, 
collectivists. “Politically correct" types, feminists, gay and dis- 
ability activists, animal-rights activists and the like... Many 
leftists have an intense identification with the problems of 
groups that have an image of being weak (women), 
defeated (American Indians), repellent (homosexuals) or 
otherwise inferior. The leftists themselves feel that these groups | 
are inferior... but would never admit it. 
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ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Vytautas Landsbergis. the 
champion of Lithuanian inde- 
pendence, yesterday called on 
the West to take a leaf out of 
Moscow’s book and say “Me/” 
to those in Russia who are 
openly pushing for the restora- 
tion of the Soviet Union. 

Speaking to the Independent, 
Mr Landsbergis said all three 
Baltic states felt increasingly 
threatened by what they saw as 
a return to imperialistic think- 
ing by their giant neighbour in 
the east. 

Unless the West registered a 
strong protest now, he warned, 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia 
may prove unable to resist be- 
ing sucked back into a Moscow- 
dominated orbit, ending up as 
little more than satellite states. 

“If this trend towards the 
'reintegration' [of former Sovi- 
et republics] is not opposed 
strongly enough. Russia will 
see that as a signal it can pro- 
ceed,” he said. “It is time for a 
clear message from the West: 
*M'ct. r - 'No, Never again’." 

Like many in the Baltics, Mr 
Landsbergis was alarmed by last 
month’s vote in the Russian 
Duma, denouncing the disso- 
lution of the old Soviet Union 
in late 1991. 

He has watched anxiously as 
the former Soviet republics of 
Russia, Belarus. Kazakhstan 
and Kyrgyzstan signed an agree- 
ment aimed at forging closer 
economic ties and, earlier this 
week, as Russia and Belarus 
forged a closer political and mil- 
itary union. 

“1 was saddened to see the 
people of Belarus giving up the 
fight for self-determination, " 
said Mr Landsbergis. a former 
musician who leapt to fame as 
the leader of Lithuania’s bloody 
independence struggle in 1990- 
1991 and who, after a spell as 
President now heads the op- 
position. “The danger for 
Lithuania has increased.” 

Although the drive to re- 
store tbe Soviet Union is being 
spearheaded by Russian Com- 
munists, the cause has been tak- 
en up in part by President Boris 
Yeltsin, anxious to boost his 
chances in June's presidential 
election. It was President 
Yeltsin, after the agreement 
between Russia, Belarus, Kaza- 
khstan and Kyrgyzstan, who 
said that “the new community 
isopen to other states ... maybe 
tbe Baltic states or perhaps, for 
example, Bulgaria." 

Baltic leaders stress that af- 
ter 50 years of enforced incor- 
poration into the Soviet Union 
they have no interest in joining 
another Moscow-led alliance. 
Instead, they plan to redouble 
their efforts* to join the Euro- 
pean Union and Nato. 

“If some of the former Sovi- 
et republics want to form a new 
union, that is op to them, but it 
is not what we want." said an 
Esiooian foreign ministry 
spokesman. "The more pressure 
we fee] coming from Russia, the 
»■•»] mo want hind rtiir- 


Offirialty. Baltic politicians 
regard membership of the EU 
and Nato as two sides of the 
same coin. Unofficially, how- 
ever, some recognise that, 
given the scale of Russian ob- 
jections to Naro’s enlargement 
and their geographical posi- 
tion, they are unlikely to join the 
Western military alliance in the 
near future, if at all. 

While not withdrawing their 
attempts to join Nato. some 
Baltic leaders are exploring the 
possibility of an alternative 
form of security guarantee from 
the West They are also begin- 
ning to place more emphasis on 
the more realistic goal of EU 
membership, against which 
Russia has not expressed such 
fierce opposition. 

“Our main priority must be 
to turn our economies round so 



Landsbergis of Lithuania 
(above) and Laar of 
Estonia: West must block 
revival of Soviet Union 



that, effectively, we actually do 
integrate with the West” said 
Mart Laar, the former Eston- 
ian prime minister who spear- 
headed what is widely seen as 
one of the most successful eco- 
nomic transformations in the 
former Communist bloc. 

Of all the Baltic capitals, 
Tallinn, with its beautiful me- 
diaeval heart, smart shops and 
boatloads of Finnish visitors, has 
moved the furthest away from 
the grey days of Soviet rule. To 
many people it looks as if it is 
already part of the WesL 

“We* hope that by the time we 
join the EU it may well have a 
defence element," said Mr 
Laar, a member of the younger 
generation that is frying to take 
a less alarmist view of devel- 
opments in Russia. “But in the 
end, it is foreign investment that 
reallj’ counts. If the West is pre- 
pared to put its money here, 
then that is a higher guarantee 
of our secuTggJjian any num- 
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Richard Mackamess was a 
physician of great vision, a man 
of original mind who, though 
much frustrated by the sceptics 
in his own profession, fought 
with some success for the recog- 
nition in Britain of “Clinical 
Ecology". By his own example 
and as a doctor bringing relief 
to many people, he established 
that food allergies can be the 
cause of a variety of illnesses. 

In Not AH in the Mind ( 1976), 
Mackamess described the case 
of Joanna D, a young woman 
patient referred to him for 
treatment in May 1973. She had 
been admitted to hospital many 
times following outbreaks of 
violence to herself and her chil- 
dren. Dietary treatment re- 
stored her completely to a 
normal life free of drugs. She re- 
mains a splendid vindication of 
Mackam ess’s cause. 

The Lancet commented 
on his methods, results and 
conclusions on 3 February 1979: 
Gearly food intolerance can produce 
widespread symptoms in susceptible 
individuals, and many patients with 
troublesome and hitherto intractable 
symptoms can now be helped. 


NoiAR in the Mind was a kind 
of “do-it-yourself’ manual for 
those who suffered food- 
related allergies but faded to 
find doctors prepared to take 
them seriously. The basic prin- 
ciple was for patients to go for 
several days without their usu- 
al foods, and then reintroduce 
them one by one. If one was the 
cause erf their allergy, they would 
suffer a strong reaction to it. 

Mackamess was bom in 1916 
in Murree, India, in what is now 
Pakistan. His parents came 
originally from Scarborough. 
His father worked in govern- 
ment service as Conservator of 
Forests. At the age of six 
Richard was taken to England 
to be raised by a widowed aunt 
with five children, who became 
as close to him as brothers and 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


HODGART: On 3 April, at Brighton 
General Hospital Professor Matthew 
JotaCMdwvfL^cd79. Very dear hus- 
band of Patricia and father of Jane and 
Stephen and stepfather of Suzanne. 
Private cremation. Family flowers 
only. 

WHITFIELD: Dr Phillip, of Peebles, 
Scotland. On 4 April 1996. after a 
short illness. GP. Paediatrician, poet 
and creative thinker, greatiy laved and 
loving husband of Pauline, father of 
Jeremy, Judith. Miranda, Kate and 
Nicola and grandfather of 1 1 grand- 
children. Robin HOL 2 Eastgatc, 
Peebles. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


GAVIN: A service of thanksgiving for 
the life of Edmund Gavin will be acid 
at St Paul's Church, Wilton Place. 
Knightsb ridge, on 20 April, at 12 
noon. 


Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Mes» 
rial services, WctWLue nmrirersaries. In 
Memnrfamt shook! be sent ha writing 
to the Gazette Etfiuu; The Independent 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wbart Lon- 
don EM SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 or laud to 0171-299 2010; and nre 
charged at £&50a line (VAT extra). 


Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen's Life Quant at 
Horae Guards, II jju; 1st Battalion Wrtsh 
Guards mounts the Qucert’v Guard, at 
BucUngfaaai Palace, 1130am, band pro- 
vided by the Irish Guards. 


Ron Brown 


Ron Brown, who was kililed 
in a plane crash in Croatia on 
Wednesday, was one of the 
most important of a new breed 
of black American politicians 


who succeeded nor by playing 
the card of his race, but by 
his skills as a political 
organiser. 

President BUI Clinton, who 
made Brown his Commerce 
Secretary, is known to have 
leaned heavily on his advice. At 
the same time, Brown’s ambi- 
tion and his pragmatism occa- 
sionally took him into dodgy 
areas. When he died he was un- 
der investigation for what 
amount to bribery allegations, 
not for the first time, though he 
was cleared on the earlier oc- 
casion and strenuously denied 
the lateT charges; and his law 
firm represented the Duvalier 
regime in Haiti. 

When he was chosen as the 
chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee in 1989 he 
was the first black chairman of 
either major party in American 
history. He played a vital role 
makin g his election happen. 

“He was one of the best ad- 
visers and the ablest people I 
ever knew,” Clinton said of 
Brawn yesterday, "and he was 
very, very good at everything he 
ever did." 

After his 1992 victory, Clin- 
ton offered Brawn the cabinet- 
level post of US ambassador to 
the United Nations. Brown 
turned it down, apparently be- 
cause he thought it had become 
a stereotyped '‘black job”. In- 
stead he opted for being 
Secretary of Commerce. 


Of recent years the Com- 
merce Department has scarce- 
ly been at the centre of 
Washington's attention, and 
there have been proposals that 
it should be abolished. Ron 
Brown made it a power centre. 
Writing up the Clinton Admin- 
istration’s interest in aggressive 
rampnigns for free trade, he saw 
the political potential of bash- 
ing foreigners in file interests of 
protecting the jobs of those 
American industrial workers 
who are tempted to become 
Reagan or Buchanan Republi- 
cans because of their fear of 
unemployment. 

Transforming the dowdy de- 
partment building into a trendy 
post-modernist place full of 
fish-tanks and photographs of 
himse lf. Brown set a national 
target of doubling US exports 
to one trillion dollars try the end 
of the century. He claimed this 
would create 6 million new 
jobs in America. 

He made it his special busi- 
ness to look for opportunities 
for American business in the 
world's trouble-spots. He paid 
repeated visits to South Africa, 
the West Bank and Northern 
Ireland. His philosophy was to 
reinforce peace negotiations 
with economic development - 
and to use American mili tary 
and strategic power to generate 
opportunities for American 
business. 

On the trip to Bosnia and 
Croatia which cost him his life. 
Brown was hoping to replace 
Airbus with Boeing as a supplier 
of airliners to the Croatian 
government “Two weeks ago," 


he told Washington reporters 
shortly before leaving, “that 
was a done deal for Airbus. Just 
the fact that we are going has 
at least had the impact of get- 
ting Boeing back to the table.” 

His interventions were gen- 
erally welcomed. Baroness 
Denton of Wfokefield, the Nor- 
thern Ireland Economy Minis- 
ter, yesterday called Brown “a 
real mover and shaker”. He 
organised the Washington 
investment conference on Nor- 
thern Ireland last May and is 
credited with playing a major 
part in persuading President 

Clinton to visit Belfast last year. 

Ron Brown was born in 
Washington in 1941 to a middle- 
dass African-American family 
which later moved to Harlem. 
His father, a university gradu- 
ate, was the manager of the fa- 
mous Hotel Theresa, a Harlem 
landmark much frequented by 
black musicians and show- 
business types, and later served 
as an official in the Roosevelt 
Administra tion. 

He was educated at Middle- 
buiy College in Vermont While 
there he was invited to join a 
student fraternity as an associ- 
ate member because of the 
colour of his skin. He agreed to 
join only on condition he 
became its first black full 
member, which obliged the fra- 
ternity to change its national 
constitution. 

He did his law degree at Sr 
John’s University in New York 
and then went to work for the 
Urban League, a crvO rights or- 
ganisation^ whose strategy has al- 
ways been to work within the 


Godfrey Hodgson 


ion (one son, one dauditer); 
died Dubrmmik Croatia 3 April 


died Dubrovnik, Croatia 3 April 
1996. 


Dr Richard Mackamess 




A bom agitator: Mackames s In 1981, wHh the logo he designed for AAA (Action Against Allergy) 


sisters. He was educated at 
Lancing College and at the 
Westminster Tbaching Hospital. 

He then temporarily aban- 
doned medicine for a course in 
drawing and painting at the 
Westminster Art School There 
followed a short spell in Bom- 
bay as an illustrator and artist 
for the J. Walter Thompson ad- 
vertising agency. At the out- 
break of the Second World 
War he returned to Britain to 
enlist in the Army, but was di- 
rected to finish his medical 
studies. On qualifying in 1941, 
he was commissioned into the 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
and rose to the rank of captain. 

After the war he took a num- 


ber of hospital jobs, then be- 
came an illustrator and artistic 
adviser in an educational film 
company - where he met his 


wife, Margaret (“Hitty”) Perry- 
Walker. He returned to full-time 


Walker. He returned to full-time 
medical practice, first in 


Fulham, and from 1947 in Kew. 

His first book. Eat Fat and 
Grow Slim (1958), exposed the 
“calorie fallacy" and proposed 
a non-carbohydrate “Stone 
Age" diet of protein and fal with 
no restriction as to the amount 
eaten. The book was immensely 
popular and went through six 
editions. While promoting it in 
Chicago, Mackamess met Dr 
1 fed Rudolph, the “father” of 
food and inhalant allergy who 
had started the “Clinical Ecol- 
ogy” treatment in the United 
States. Rudolph suggested to 
Mackamess that he too might 
benefit from finding out what 
he was allergic to, and thereby 
alleviate his tiredness. 

The Randolph treatment 
proved so successful that Mac- 
kamess returned to England re- 
solved to use it to help some of 
his difficult patients and to 
spread the word to other doc- 
tors. But his colleagues were 


suspicious of the then unfamil- 
iar idea that diet could cure al- 
lergic manifestations, or of the 
suggestion of a connection 
between diet and mental Alness. 

Mackamess had a flair for 
writing and from the 1950s 
contributed a medical column 
first to the News Chronicle and 
then, on that newspaper’s clo- 
sure in 1960, to the Daily Mail. 
The strain of running a gener- 
al practice combined with jour- 
nalism eventually became too 
much, however, so in 1965 
Mackamess accepted a position 
as a psychiatric registrar at the 
ParkPrewett Mental Hospital, 
Basingstoke, where he stayed 
for the next 16 years. On 
completing the Diploma in Psy- 
chiatric Medicine, he was ap- 
pointed to the permanent 
psychiatric staff 

It was a breakthrough for 
Mackamess that the first and 
only NHS Clinical Ecology Unit 
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system. In 1980 he joined Sen- 
ator Edward Kennedy's cam- 
paign for the Democratic 
presidential nomina tion. The 
following year he went to work 
for the Washington law-and- 
lobbying firm of Patton. Boggs 
and Blow. He was perfectly 
suited to the firm, with its deep 
network of connections in Con- 
gress, the Washington bureau- 
cracies and the Democratic 


Party around the country. 
Brown’s function in the firm 


was as a “rainmaker", to bring 
in wealthy clients. In law prac- 
tice and in politics Ron Brown 
was the ultimate pragmatist His 
instinctive political sympathies 


were with the liberal wing of 
the Democratic Party, and he 


the Democratic Party, and he 
worked for the Rev Jesse 
Jackson in the 1984 and 1988 

i-nmpaig ns- 

In fact Brown bad drawn 
from the experience of 1980 die 
conclusion that the Democrats 
must not be divided. Even as an 
impeccably dressed, opulently 


fed lawyer-around-Washingtan 
pulling down a huge salary, 
and as a high-flying cabinet 
member and presidential ad- 
viser. Brown continued to argue 
for policies to help ordinary 
working Americans, black or 
white. 


Ronald Harmon Brown, lawyer 
and politician: bom Washington 
DC 1 August 1941; US Secretary, 
Department of Commerce 1993- 
96: married 1962 Alma Arring- 


Birthdays 

Professor John Albery. Master of 
University College, Oxford, 60; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Ncfl Anderson, former 
Chief of Defence Staff (New 
Zealand), 69; Miss Jane Asher, ac- 
1 tress, 50; Mr Michael Bryant, actor. 
68; Mr Andrew Buxton, chairman, 
Barclays Bank, 57; Mr Allan Clarke, 
rock singer, 54; Mr Roger Gorman, 
film director and prodneer, 70: 
Baroness Dclacourt- Smith of Al- 
ceryn, SO; Mr John Dick, former di- 
rector. N JVL Rothschild & Sans, 83; 
Miss Agnctha Fahstog, former singer 
with Abba, 46; Mr Tom Finney, 
footballer. 74: Dr John Gilbert MP. 
69: Mr Arthur Hailey, author, 76; Mr 
Nigel Hawtbome, actor, 67; Sir Dou- 
glas Henley, former Auditor-General. 
77; Professor Denis Lawton, Chair- 
man, London University School Ex- 
aminations Board, 65: Admiral Sir 
Michael Lrvesay. former Chief of 
Naval Personnel, 60; Professor Don- 
ald Lyoden-Beli. astronomer. 61; 
Professor Peter Moore, former Prin- 
cipal, London Business School, 68: 
Mr Stanley Orme MP. 73; Mr Gre- 
gory Peck, actor, 80; Miss Jennifer 
Penney, ballerina, 50; General 
Colin Powell, former chairman, 
American Joint Chiefs of Staff, 59; 
Lord Radley, chairman, Kleinwort 
Benson. 62; Miss Anne Scott- James, 
author and journalist. 83. 


olm virtuoso and composer, 1784; Sir 
Hemy Havelock, general, 1795; Jules 
Dupre, landscape painter. 1811; Syd- 
ney Thompson Dobell, poet, 1824; 
Joseph Lister, first Baron Lister, sur- 
geon and pioneer of antiseptics in 
surgery, 1827; Ma fla jo b Camflle 
Ferry, statesman, 1832; Algernon 
Charles Swinburne, poet. 1837; 
Aibcrt-Charles Paul-Marie Roussel 
composer, 1869; Spencer Tracy, 
actor, 1900; Bette (Ruth Elizabeth) 
Davis, actress. 1908. Deaths: William 
Brouocker. second Viscount 
Brouocker, first President of the 
Royal Society, 1684; Georges- 
Jacques Dan ton, French revolu- 
tionary leader, guillotined 1794; 
Robert Raflces, founder of Sunday 
Schools, 1811; Paul Vidal dc la 
Blache, geographer, 1918; George 
Edward Stanhope Moiyneux Herbert, 
fifth Earl of Carnarvon. Egyptologist. 
1923; Jane Ellen Harrison, scholar 
and archaeologist, 1928; Douglas 
MacArthur, general, 1964; Howard 
Robard Hughes, aviator, industrial- 


automatic trains ran on the Loudon 
Underground. 1964; the Cunard lin- 
er Quean Elizabeth was sold to an 
American syndicate for £3.23m. 
1968; in Sicily, Mount Etna erupted, 
followed by violent flows of lava, 
1971; Sir Harold Wilson resigned as 
Prime Minister. 1976. Tbday is Good 
Friday and the Feast Day of St 
Albert of Moutecorvino, St Derfcl- 
Gadarn. St Etbelburga of Lyminge, 
St Gerald of Sauve-Majeure and St 
Vincent Ferr e r. 


RAF College Cranwell 

Air Marshal Sir John Cheshire. UK 
Military Representative, Headquar- 
ters Nato, was the Reviewing Offi- 
cer at the Graduation of 89 officers 
of No 160 Initial Officer Taming 
Course and 10 officers of No 260 
Specialist Entrant and Re-entrant 
Course y e s te rday from the RAF 
College Cranwell. Sleaford, Lin- 
colnshire. 


ist and film producer, 1976; Chiang 
Kai-shek, Chinese statesman and 


Anniversaries 


Births; Thomas Hobbes, philosopher, 
15SS; John Wilson, lutenist, singer 
and composer, 1595; Elihu Yale, 

merchant- arfinmtaT arnrnnri 
of Yale College, 1649; Giovanni 
Giacomo Casanova. Chevalier de 
Scingalt, lover and adventurer, 1724: 
Jean-Honor^ Fragonard, painter. 
1732; Sdbastlen Erard, piano and 
harp maker. 1752: LudwitSoohi. vt. 


Kai-shek. Chinese statesman and 
soldier. 1975; Marshal of the RAFSir 
Arthur Hovers Harris, former chief 
of Bomber Command, 1984. On 
this day: the Addled Parliament 
(which made no enactments) began 
sitting, 1614; the French army of Italy 
was defeated by the Austrians at the 
Battle of Magnano, 1799; Strauss’s 
opera Die Ftedenamu was first per- 
formed, Vienna 1874; Oscar Wilde 

was arrested for offences committed 

with Lord Alfred Douglas, 1895; on 
attempt was made to assassinate 
the Prince of Wales in Brussels. 
I90Q-, the Observer newsp a per was ae- 
quired by WW. (later Lord) Asior, 
191 1; the Dad Encana chose a Sinn 
Fein Executive, with Eamoo dc 
Valera as president, 1919; Sir Wfa- 
sron Oumiill resigned as ftime Min- 
ister 1955‘_-»hf*_Owi. iUwIm, 


Appointments 

Mr Christopher Grabble, to be Am- 
bassador to Bucharest. 

Mr Donald Hugh Stewnson Conway; 
to be a full-time Immigration Adju- 
dicator. designated a Special Adju- 
dicator. 

Mr Andrew Thomas and Mr DavM 
Sinker, to be members of the Legal 
Aid Board. 

Mr Brian Walsh QC, to be a circuit 
judge, assigned to the North Extern 
Circuit, and to be the Senior Circuit 
Judge in Leeds. 

Mr Philip Curl, Mr Jeremy George 
Connor; Mr David Frauds Etfer 
QC Mr Michael Joho Carxitil, Mr 
Rkfaard Michael Hayward and Mr 
Robert Wakefield, to be circuit 
judges, assigned to the South East- 



fine of the ablest people I ever knew 1 . Brown was President canton’s Secretary of Commerce from 1993 


r. Neil Latter/ Time 


E. V. Morgan 


was opened at the Park Prewett 
Hospital while he was there. 
There was a rush for treatment; 


long queues because of the 
lack ofNHS doctors able to ad- 


vise on the subject disheartened 
him. He helped to found ‘Ac- 
tion Against Allergy” - now a 
world-wide pressure group. 

He expanded on the theme 
of food and chemical allergies 
ho Chemical Victims (1980), 
which dealt with the chemicals 
in the environment that cause 
migraine, depression, fatigue, 
skin troubles, bowel disorders, 
and with modern medicine’s 
vain efforts to stem the tide by 
increased prescription of drugs 
and ever more complex surgery. 

He gave the income from his 
two bestsellers. Not AH in the 
Mind and Chemical Victims, to 
the Chemical Victims Assoda- 
tion. which be also founded. His 
last book, written in Australia, 
was A Little of What You Fancy 
(1985), in which he showed 
how addiction/allergy to smok- 
ing, alcohol, even to coffee, can 
be gradually controlled. 

On his retirement in 1981 
Mackamess and his wife moved 
to Australia to be near their son, 
Patrick; he continued his med- 
ical work at an Alcoholic and 
Drug Dependency Unit and 


E. V Morgan researched in and 
made substantial contributions 
to several areas of economics. 
He was particularly interested 
in monetary and fiTmnrial in- 


stitutions and monetary polity, 
and in international trade. 


took up painting again. Sadly, 
in 1984 his wife died of cancer. 


in 1984 bus wife died of cancer. 

Richard Mackamess was an 
exceptional man of many tal- 
ents; above all be was modest 
and humble, though a fighter 
and a bora agitator, as he said 
of himself He listened to his pa - 


and in international trade. 

His work on monetary poli- 
cy established his importance. 
There his contributions were re- 
markable. In 1957 Peter Thor- 
neyrmfl, the then Chancell or of 
the Exchequer, had established 
the Radcuffe Committee to 
appraise the importance of 
monetary policy. The major 
conclusion of the committee’s 
report, produced in 1959, was 
that money did not matter in 
economic polity; for, if the 
Government attempted to con- 
trol it, substitutes would emerge 
so rapidly that the attempt at 
control would prove pointless. 
Thus the advice was that mon- 
etary polity was of no impor- 
tance, and that monetary 
control would not lead to 
inflation controL 

Victor Morgan dissented 
strongly from this fashionable 
establishment view. He set out 
his dissent first in his contribu- 
tion to a collection of essays by 
notable economists. Not Unan- 
imous - a Rival Verdict to Rad - 
cliff e's on Money , published in 
1960 by the Institute of Eco- 


nomic Affairs. In his essay, 
“Money - Theory”, Morgan 
attacked three popular beliefs. 
He criticised willingness to al- 
low inflat ion in the belief that 
it was inseparable from real 


growth; be condemned the 
Government’s failure either to 


tients. He restored the quality 
of life to thousands suffering 


misery. He was a true healer. 


Roland Hill 


Guy Richard Godfrey Mackamess, 
physician and writer, bom Mur- 
ree, India 17 August 1916; mar- 
ried 1947 Margaret Perry-Walker 
(died 1934; one son); died Mom - 
ingroru Australia 18 March 1996 



Morgan: monetary polity 


Government’s failure either to 
impose on itself or accept from 
outside any form of anti- 
inflationary discipline; and he 
attacked the reluctance to tol- 
erate fluctuations in short-term 
interest rates. 

Had these views been listened 
to, Britain's subsequent inflation 
experience would have been 
much less damaging. Morgan 
developed his ideas still further 
in another IEA paper, published 
in 1964, Monetary Polity for 
Stable Growth. In this he pro- 
posed greater autonomy for 
the Bank of England in the con- 
duct of monetary policy, the in- 
troduction of a rale for the rate 
of growth of the money supply, 
and giving up the subsection of 
all objectives of economic pol- 
icy to the 31-defined good of 
"foil employment”. 

Both Morgan s life and his ca- 
reer were remarkable. He was 
bora with exceptionally poor 
eyesgbt, and this severely ham- 
pered his learning when a child. 
His mother, however, had been 
a teacher, and she taught him 
until he went to Wuwick 
School. From there he went 
on to Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge. 

This in itself was a great 
achievement for someone who 
as a child it was thought would 
never be able to lead a normal 
life. But he followed it up with 
a series of teaching posts at var- 
ious universities. His first was 
as a lecturer in economics at 
University College, Swansea. 
Five years later, in 1945. when 
only 30 years old, he became 
Professor there. In 1966 he 
moved to a Chair at Manches- 
ter University and in 1974 to one 


at Reading 
until 1981. 

Among 1 
Stock Exch 
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where he stayed 


is books were The 
nge (written with 
is, 1962), .4 Histo- 
(1965), The Eco- 
blic Policy (1972), 
ems and Monetary 
ZEC (with Richard 
and George Zis, 
l nal Savings, and 
for (1975) and Cap- 
in the EEC (with ^ 
rington, lSp6). 


In those aril in all his writ- 
ings Morgan Ishowed |a firm 
grasp of economic analysis, and 
a clear understandingjboth of 
how to use economic c ata and 
of the limitations of t e dati 
Not only did he displ y these 
qualities in his writing he was 
also an eager participant in 
academic debate. In jeminais 
he was to be seen peeing at a 
manuscript from ody ai inch or 


two away, to emergf with a 


question almost str^ to dis- 
concert the paper’s! author, 
sometimes by sbowiig an error 
in his analysis but now often 
- Morgan was a kinl and gen- 
erous man -drawing >it an im- 
portant implication! that the 
author himself had oi rlooked. 
He was also a ludd let jrer, and 
a writer of clear anc rigorous 
prose. 

Victor Morgan wa id econ- 
omist whose work, whether 
wrirteG or spoken, ah ays mer- 
ited the dosest attent m. Much 
was always to be leai led from 
his profound scholar lip. 

Geoffi *y Wood 
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God save us from the God who interveijes 

On 'Good [Friday it is important to ask how ^ Christ As our parish shrinks, perms we 

^%r h 7;T S ArgumentsforkMster 

Grace Davie is one of the chroniclers J an tine sent C.cvTZZT,., 


On Good Friday it is important to ask how 
a declining church contemplates the 
death of Christ. 

Grace Davie is one of the chroniclers 
of that decline. She illuminates our plight 
in awry account of an interview which went 
like this: 

“Do you believe in God?” 

“Yes." 

“Do you believe in a God who inter- 
venes to change the course of events on 
earth?" 

"No. just the ordinary one." 

That hurts, if we let it. But a chastened 
church might find a renewal of frith in the 
ordinary God who is revealed in Christ's 
death. 

Conventional belief bawls at God for 
recognition and for intervention. This is 
embarrassingly true of the timing mass 
of Christian practice in history, from Eu- 
ropean painted plaster Baroque through 
American Honky-Tonk Gothic, to con- 
temporary hi-tech hoopla. The noise! The 
people! 

Our conflicting brands of fervour can 
be shaming. The embarrassment becomes 
the sharper when the show turns up in your 
own town. The minister of the Castlemilk 
estate in Glasgow was once describing how 
a cross had been rescued from the debris 
of a demolished Glasgow hospital. He 
brandished the great brass cross from the 
pulpit in impressive demonstration. 

I asked him later - if the wreckage had 
revealed a crucifix, would he have waved 
that about in the kirk? Pass. It as Hans 
Rung says, the death of Christ is the sig- 
nature of Christianity, each church still 


The Rev John Kennedy reflects 
today on the lessons that the 
death of Jesus holds for a 
church which, in Europe at 
least, appears to be sh rinking as 
the millennium approaches. 


seems to think that the others are peddling 
forgeries. 

Our clamour for deliverance from the 
pains of fate and death has an unfortu- 
nate implication. What happens to those 
who do not clamour, or do it in the wrong 
tone? Do they deserve to suffer the rav- 
ages of fate and the torments of eternal 
death? For our excluding instincts infect 
even our most beloved texts. From out- 
ride, one favourite text actually implies tha t 
God so hated the world, that whoever does 
not believe in the prescribed way, should 
suffer that eternal doom. TTiere's a 
thought to stop us in our trades. But that 
is what the death of Christ is supposed to 

do - to make us repent, not just of our 
manifold wickedness but of our self- 
rightcous complacency. God save us from 
the God who intervenes. 

So the crisis of European Christendom 


Christ As our parish shrinks, pe raps we 
can risk being less parochial. Aer alt 

worn we were a struggling, embattld, Lev- 
antine sect God gave us asto Khin g 
qualities of spiritual imagination. Oi fore- 
beare in Christ saw his death not -st as 
for the faithful, but for all creation,"’ was 
they who imagined Christ as “cnified 
from before the foundation of the eth” 
They saw Christ not as Lord othe 
Church but of all things. For themthe 
meanings of the death of Christ ere 
many; here is one. Jesus was not killi by 
God. or by the Jews. Jesus was JdUefcy 
us, to show that we too must love ontm- 
other or die. The Church, however an 
turn such a universal truth into a piccof 
religious property. 

European Christianity may indeed ■- 
c ™ e , °. r . a w hile into a phenomenonf 
mainly historical interest. But the int- 


ern world will be manageable only i it 
combines a passionate sen<a* ,-«f 


comtnnes a passionate sense of our cm 
mon humanity with a thoroughly unse 
1 1 mental expectation of the hum: 

SEF7E- TS" K 2 deeding disciplin 
which Christians have learned from tfc 
Chnst who died at the hands of, and ft 
the sake of, that humanity 
Meanwhile, we should use the time o 
our humiliation to explore God’s com 


nutmenc in Christ to all His people; per] 
haps sometimes in the next mfflMnmfawe] 


So the crisis of European Christendom 1 "d*™* 

might lead us to be bolder as wc shape our- thewdinarv t0 V [7 Jih 

selves for the third millennium, not least Svays b^n natu - re ^ iVt, 

m understanding of thg death of, JeatTo fQ^ ^ shown mlhe 
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Resurrection revisited 

it didTT 61115 ° V6r ^ esurrectl0n have raged back and forth for nearly 2,000 years. At first, people doubted whether 
a Ppen. Later, with the rise of modern science, people believed that it could not have happened. But now, argues 
ndrew Brown, these questions have subtly changed: we realise no facts can be known without faith 


T he discovery last week of a chest 

the 501168 0f someone 
named Jesus, son of Joseph, mav 
nave Deen stored alongside those of two 
Marys, a Matthew, and a Juda, son of 
Jesus, almost certainly adds nothing to 
anyone sun deretan ding of what actually 

°f :CU a ^ ter l . he ^ctfixion. But it has 
already been seized upon as am muni lion 
in the war between believers, half-believ- 
ers and unbelievers. 

In Christian countries, three views have 
been held about the Resurrection in mod- 
cfn be pm crudely. The 
first js that Christ s tomb was empty. His 
bad been resurrected and was later 
physically encountered by his followers, so 
-arovmg the truth of his claims about him- 
sfcu. I he second is that his body rotted 
proving the falsehood of Christian beliefc 
about him The third is that we cannot bv 
the methods of history discover for sure 
what happened to his body, but what mat- 
ters is the effects of the 
belief that the Resurrec- 

tion had happened. And entering: the 

The most md. and 

widely misunderstood tomb, theV Saw a 

expression of this last * J 

view was provided by the VOUng man . . . And 

former Bishop of Our- - ° 

ham. Dr David Jenkins, he Said tO them, ‘Do 

when he said that the 

Resurrection “was not not be amazed: VOU 
just a conjuring trick with J 

bones", although, like Seek JeSUS . . . who 
many a better philoso- 
pher, he never managed Was CTUClfied. He 
to explain quite wbat it 7 

was. has risen, he is not 

The clearest contra- , 

diction of this came from here; see the place 

his successor, the Rt Rev , r 


dance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve, 
fnen he appeared to more than five hun- 
dred brethren at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then 
to all the apostles. Last, of all, as to one 
untimely bom, he appeared also lo me.” 
This wording, says Dr Tom Wright, the 
Dean of Lichfield Cathedral conceals an 
important point in an oral culture: Paul, 
when he says that the knowledge "has been 
delivered to him”, is promising that his 
account is accurate and authentic. He is 
putting forward the names of the other 
people to whom Jesus appeared as refer- 
ees. so to say, of his own experience. 

This traditional view has an opposite, 
namely that the Resurrection was a fraud, 
petpetrated by the first disciples, perhaps 
unconsciously, because they could not 
bear the disappointment of ail lhcir hopes 
and love when Jesus was killed. This is first 
raised in St Matthew's 
■ _ ^ ,i Gospel, in which the sol- 
ving txl6 diers who had been 

„ r guarding the tomb are 

iy S3.W £L ordered: “Tell people. 

a ■, ‘His disciples came by 

n ... xxGCL night and stole him away 

, -i <-p. while we were asleep' 
cnem, DO and this stoiy has been 

t spread among the Jews 

3-Z6Q.J yOU. lo this day.” 

■i In other words, a 

S ... WHO video camera, pointed 

j -rj at the tomb, would have 
Ilea, rle shown a group of disei- 
, . , pies rolling away the 

He IS IlOt stone, dragging the 

Ll i body away into the 

the place nigh! 

, -li* i Given that all this 


ma successor, me kikcv . ... . . Given that all this 

Michael Turnbull, when Where they laid him happened roughly 1,966 

his annninlmf»nf tn nur. ...... 


his appointment to Dur- 
ham was announced, 
who said that if you had had a video cam- 
era at the time and pointed it at the tomb, 
you would have seen it empty, and outside 
it. visible on the tape, the figure of the risen 
Jesus talking to the women, just as Mark’s 
Gospel says in what most scholars agree is 
the earliest description of the event, writ- 
ten perhaps 40 years later: 
t [Mark 16:2] “Very early on the first day 

of the week they went to the tomb when 
the sun had risen. And they were saying to 
one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone 
for us from the door of the tomb?' And 
looking up, they saw that the stone was 
rolled back. It was very large. And enter- 
ing the tomb, they saw a young man sitting 
on the right side, dressed in a white robe; 
and they were amazed. And he said to 
them, ‘Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen, he is not here; see the place where 
they laid him.' ” 

That is the first description of the Res- 
urrection. It is not the first assertion that 
it happened. That comes in one of the let- 
ters of Paul, written before any of the 
Gospels, in around 50AD: 

[1 Cor 15:3] “For I delivered to you as 
of first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accor- 


years ago, it seems at 
first surprising that any- 
thing new could be added by modern sci- 
ence to these disputes. In fact, archaeol- 
ogy, history and science have all been 
pressed into service in the modern reruns 
of these arguments. 

For Tom Wright, the historic evidence 
points towards the truth of the Resurrec- 
tion and of the empty tomb, if only because 
it is unlikely that a mere hallucination 
could have bad such tremendous effects. 
"There were lots of messianic movements 
between 50BC and 150AD and in all cases 
they ended with the violent death of the 
Saviour proving that he was not the Mes- 
siah. Why did the Christians alone believe 
that the Messiah had come even after he 
had been killed?" 

But historical inquiry of this sort has tra- 
ditionally been used as a weapon against 
Christian orthodoxy and still is. The “Jesus 
Seminar", for example, a group of Amer- 
ican scholars, is determined to produce an 
edition of the sayings of Jesus which can 
be trusted as authentic, and one of their 
principles of selection is that any of the 
Gospel sayings where he seems to be 
identifying himself as the Son of God. in 
the sense that later Christian orthodoxy 
would interpret the phrase, is a later 
accretion. 

According to the mainstream of this 
search for a historic figure beneath the 



Resurrection of Christ, 1570-75 by Veronese. The Bridgeman, Gemaldegalerie, Dresden 


Gospels, Jesus himself, as a pious itiner- 
ant rabbi and exorcist, would have thought 
it blasphemous or insane to claim he was 
the second person of the Trinity. This view 
is pul most forcefully in this country by the 
Jewish scholar Hyam Maccoby, who in a 
series of books has argued that Chris- 
tianity as we know it was essentially the 
invention of St Paul, and that Jesus as a 
devout, if mistaken, Jew would have been 


horrified by the use made of his message 
after his death. 

However, this is not the only reinter- 
pretation of Jesus on offer in the light of 
2Dth -century understandings. 

Nicholas Lash, Professor of Divinity at 
Cambridge, believes that post-modernism 
has made the Resurrection narratives eas- 
ier to understand: "Post-modernism should 
mean, and sometimes does, that we are 


becoming able to think about the period 
in Western culture from the early seven- 
teenth century to yesterday as an episode, 
rather than as ihe framework through 
which every sensible person thinks about 
everything. 

“One of die defining features of the 
‘modem' period was the simple conviction 
that statements are either simple factual 
statements or simple fictional statements. 


It had absolutely no space for narrative: if 
you told a story] it was only to illustrate a 
point. 

“The balance of evidence is lo me that 
they did find the tomb empty. But that is 
a historical question, not a theological one.” 

The tangle of theology and history is at 
the heart of all these arguments. The Res- 
urrection cannot be understood as either 
purely historical or purely theological, 
according to Professor Lash. “St Thomas 
Aquinas asked whether it would have 
been ‘fitting' for the disciples to witness the 
Resurrection: in other words, whether the 
Bishop with a video camera would have 
seen anything; and his answer, in the end. 
was that ‘the disciples did see him rising, 
when, with the eyes of faith, they saw liv- 
ing him whom they knew dead.’" 

This position can seem close to some 
modem attempts to explain away all mir- 
acle in the Bible on the grounds that wbat 
really happened was perfectly natural but 
had been misunderstood by ignorant 
Galilean peasants. However, post-mod- 
ernist Christianity' would say that a mira- 
cle can never be reduced to an event: a mir- 
acle is an event with a meaning. A rain of 
miniature winged pigs on Beckenham, 
however improbable, would not qualify as 
a miracle unless it also demonstrated 
God's nature. 

Many Christian scientists, such as Dr 
Fraser Wans, a psychologist who is the first 
holder of the Starbridge chair in Science 
and Theology at the University of Cam- 
bridge, are reluctant to talk about miracles 
as breaking the laws of nature. 

“I don't want to talk about the suspen- 
sion of the laws of nature; rather about 
their transcendence,” he says. 

Dr Walts believes his own studies into 
consciousness provide a hint into how such 
a transcendence mighL exist. “As nature 
develops and becomes increasingly com- 
plex, particularly in the context of the 
human brain, which is the most complex 
thing known to us. new properties such as 
consciousness develop. And conscious- 
ness, in turn, transforms the processes from 
which it has arisen, so that thoughts can 
leave their mark on the physical structures 
of the brain. 

“In a similar way, the Resurrection 
could involve a transformation of the nat- 
ural creation, not just a freaky spiritual 
event. Scientific progress has provided us 
with a model or analogy which enables us 
to begin to make sense of such things. It 
is not an explanation, but it is a better 
model than we had 100 years ago; and it 
is certainly not science showing us that the 
Resurrection is impossible.” 

Most arguments about the Resurrec- 
tion could only be settled by the reap- 
pearance of the body in question. Yet the 
argument does progress. During most of 
the past 150 years, it seemed obvious that 
the story must have some relation to 
“what really happened": that somewhere 
beneath or behind the words of the 
Gospels was a set of facts that could set- 
tle the wrangling for ever. Now, we arc 
less confident that facts of this sort have 
ever existed anywhere. Facts come only- 
embedded in stories; and the facts of the 
Resurrection cannot, we now understand, 
ever be seen without preconceptions. 



Jerusalem 



Fire and frenzy 
in the chapel 

The most appealing ceremony in 
Jerusalem over Easter is the ceremony 
of the Holy Fire, when the Greek 


■ unnoaox pauujui auu — -- 

bishop enter the Holy Sepulchre itself 
to receive fire from heaven. As many 


out aggressive uicca wui» 

folding metal stools and Egyptian Copts 
in long white robes - crowdinto the 
church to see the ceremony. The fire is 
handed out through a hole in the wall 
of the chapel over the Holy Sepulchre 
and the church blazes with light as each 
pilgrim lights a bundle of 33 candles. 

The ceremony, first mentioned m the 
ninth century, is one of the oldest in 
Jerusalem. Robert Curzon, the English 
traveller, was in Jerusalem for Easier in 
1834, and described how “the r^oplem 
their frenzy put the bunches of hgh 
tapers to their faces, hands and breasts 
to purify themselves from their sms . H 
is all a little tamer today, but beforethe 
Bolshevik revolution a ship m 

Jaffa to take the sacred fire to Ru ^ 

The number of people who “ 
into the church makes attendance 
whatnerve-raddng. Last year I traced 
from the safety of the Armenian ©fiery. 
When Robert Curzon attended 150 
years ago there was a panic among 
pilgrims, exacerbated by th® S u: *r . 
the Egyptian viceroy, Ibrahim 


me Egyptian viceroy, r~ 
who thought they were imder arta ^ 
Curzon, who just escaped with h® » 
wrote; “I saw full 400 unhappy P*°PJF; 
dead and living, heaped 
one upon the other, in some pi 
atom five fear high-" 


berets, into the Old City. Israeli check- 
points around Jerusalem kept numbers 
down to about 500 this year, instead of 
the usual 4,000, by stopping scoots 
entering Jerusalem from nearby Chris- 
tian villages. 

As the marchers, waving palm fronds, 
walked beside the Ottoman walls, they 

a(T tko> nwamoiit intA tKo 


main road. The riot squad knows what 

■ to do in 

a situa- 
tion 
like 
this. 
Before 
the 

proud 

parents 

of the scouts, they charged the proces- 
sion, waving their batons and sending 
small girts, who had been peaceably 
banging large drums, scurrying for 
safety. 

In defence of the Jerusalem police, it 
could be said that the ethnic or religions 
persuasion of peaceable marchers, vot- 
ers or protestes makes no difference to 
them. Recently, they were in action 
against Ethiopian Jews who were 
protesting because it had just been 
revealed that their contributions to the 
blood bank bad been routinely thrown 
away for fear of Aids. 

Wth other journalists I stood on top 
of some concrete tubs, used for growing 
flowers, for a better view. Unfortu- 
nately, this was- exactly where the 
Ethiopians broke through. They were 
still peaceful until a policeman stand- 
ing beside me squirted them with tear 
gas. Fart of this went straight into my 
face. By the time I came to, 20 minutes 
later, Jerusalem's finest had provoked 
one of the city’s nastier riots. 


division is between Israeli and Pales- 
tinian, but every religious and ethnic 
group watches its rivals with the deep- 
est suspicion. When the municipality cir- 
culated a draft design of a gold medal- 
lion to celebrate the capture of the city 
by King David 3,000 years ago, it got a 
hostile response from the ultra-ortho- 

Avr Imvc TTipv nnmtoil rail (Tint flmnno 


the religious monuments shown on the 
medal was the Russian Church on the 
Mount of Olives, with crosses topping 
its onion domes. They demanded these 
be removed immediately. The munici- 
pality compromised by removing four of 
the crosses and shrinking a fifth so that 
it is barely distinguishable. 


Restaurants rebel at 
kosher crackdowns 

In the ultra-orthodox districts of 
Jerusalem like Mea She’arim. where 
local people wear fin hats and the 
dress of 18th centuiy Poland, there have 
been cauldrons full of scalding water in 
the streets in the days before Passover. 
This makes it easier to cany out the rit- 
ual cleaning of all cooking vessels under 
kosher rules. People dean out their cars 
to remove any crumbs of unleavened 
bread and avoid beer and other drinks 
made with yeast. 

Passover is a moment of deep concern 
for Jerusalem restaurateurs. Rabbinical 
inspectors who issue kosher certificates 
- essential for most restaurants in West 


* Riot squad charges £j ross words over a 
marching scouts gold medallion 



The Jerusalem riot squad The menace and the charm of 

set the tone for the Easter Jeni5a i e m is that it is full of people who 

Latin Christians traditionally. detest each other but are compelled, for 

Piahn Sunday with a nmrch, the moment, lo live together. The main Concerns before Passover 

and girt scouts in red and “av Dim . 


Jerusalem - are particularly tough on 
those who have left any cooking imple- 
ment uncleansed Last year one restau- 
rant was ordered to dose for two days 
by rabbinical decree when inspectors 
found a spoon Lhat had not been prop- 
erly cleaned. 

None of this goes down well with the 




the inspectors eat into their small prof- 
its. One owner complained that last year 
he was even ordered to remove Christ- 
mas trees from outside his restaurant on 
the grounds lhat they were unkosher. 
He demanded that the inspectors show 
him rabbinical authority for their ruling. 
Nevertheless, a surprising number of 
international brands now cany kosher 
certificates, including even the saki 
served in the Sakura, Jerusalem’s best 
Japanese restaurant. 


The last time they 
found Christ’s tomb ... 

The supposed discovery by the BBC 
and Sunday Times of the tomb of Jesus, 
Joseph and Mary has a precedent in the 
famed Edwardian thriller When ft Was 
Doric, which General Montgomery once 
described as among the most important 
books he had ever read. The plot of the 
book revolves around the discovery of 
the tomb of Christ, cleverly faked by a 
corrupt academic, with a damning 
dedication by Joseph of Arimathea 
saying that he had buried Jesus. 

The results of the discovery are uni- 
formly disastrous. Anarchy breaks out 
Women are commonly assaulted. 
Churches are vandalised. The day is 
only saved by a dean-limbed young 
curate who persuades the wicked don to 
confess to the forgery, 

The strident nationalism of the book 
leaves a nasty taste in the mouth, but 
it is revealing about Edwardian values 
when it concludes its litany of disasters 
consequent to the discovery that Chris- 
tianity is a fraud by noting, in awed 
tones, that “Consols fell to 63”. 

Patrick Cockfoum 
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A wisp of Easter 
hope rising 


T" 1 igfaty years ago this weekend as British 
l~lanri I rish troops fought and died on the 
Western Front, Insh republicans staged a 
coup to the centre of Dublin. “A terrible 
heauty is born,’' wrote the poet - how dis- 
figured and ugly Yeats’s creature now 
appears. This Easter, the Irish Republican 
Army, splintered descendants of the men 
of 1916, put out a petulant message. Look 
ewer your shoulders, you Brits, we are going 
oa planting bombs. But we also want to talk, 
they say, as long as there are no precondi- 
tions and the Government sits on the Ulster 
Unionists. It's an odd, broken-backed 
statement, but in it there is a glimmering. 
Gin 1916, the republican insurgents even- 
tually gave up the struggle, for the good 
rSason that their cause had become hope- 
less and further bloodshed served no pur- 
pose. In 1996 republican terrorists continue 
to affirm their commitment to violence, 
d&pite their political wing having won a 
place within a process of negotiation about 
the governance of the north of Ireland. 

, Except that they do and they don't Since 
the bombs six weeks ago a de facto cease- 
fire has held. We do not know bow far this 
is deliberate, bow far incidents may have 
been thwarted and aborted. Still, the state- 
ment published in the Sinn Fein newspa- 
per is worth parsing. This, it seems, is the 
voice of the IRA controlling group itself. 
And it says, unambiguously, the negotiat- 
ing table is “the only place for all the rep- 
resentatives of the Irish people to go". 
Meanwhile Sir Patrick Mayhew says the all- 
party talks on Northern Ireland in June 
would be “immeasurably improved" by the 
presence of Sinn Esin. At least they sound 
as. if the direction of travel is similar. 
it. This weekend the security forces must 
be extra alert - and make careful use of 


the sweeping new powers given them a few 
days ago. The threat of IRA violence poi- 
sons the holiday air. And yet this ERA state- 
ment may indicate their appreciation of 
how much would be lost by further attacks. 

The gap between Adams' position and 
the Government’s is barn-door wide. 
Sinn Fein wants cast-iron guarantees that 
talks will be about what they call the “real 
issues" - presumably a non-Unionist- 
dominated scheme of government for 
Northern Ireland. But if the British gov- 
ernment committed itself , to the extent of 
saying that decommissioning weapons 
was one, but only one, of the issues to be 
addressed: would that get the ceasefire 
reinstated? Without a reinstatement, Sinn 
Fein participation is impermissible. 

Consultation ends on the Government’s 
proposals for the electoral framework for 
the new Northern Ireland forum just 
after Easter. Then the Government moves 
to legislate. Between now and then is a 
time for more speeches like Sir Patrick’s 
in Dublin the other day. As long as thede 
facto ceasefire holds, the prospect of a for- 
mal re-declaration remains tanialinng . 

Does that leave ground for hope this 
Easter? Hope, that the Government in its 
enthusiasm for peace is prepared to put 
its House of Commons arithmetic second 
in order to give Sir Patrick Mayhew his 
head; hope, that the IRA studies the tra- 
jectory of nationalism in the island of Ire- 
land, let alone elsewhere in the advanced 
world, and acknowledges its own redun- 
dancy; hope that would-be republican 
“martyrs" of 1996 spend a fraction of 
these next three days measuring them- 
selves not against the mythologised rebels 
of 1916 but against the example of the 
Martyr of the first Easter. 


Road protesters 
lose their direction 


Sftlhe. trees are felled, the tunnels filled 
J-.jn. So much for the “Third Battle of 
Newbury". We were all primed for a huge 
environmental protest, bigger than 
Twyford Down, better than the Mil. 
Admittedly the campaigners have man- 
aged lo delay the road-builders' schedule 
and send the security bill soaring. But the 
oinmentum of former campaigns seems 
tftbave ebbed, and the predicted hoards 
?£ protesters from across the country 
never materialised. What went wrong? b 
the anti-road movement running out of 
steam already? 

.,We have probably all been guilty of 
hype. Ever keen to identify great national 
moods and movements, the media were 
only too happy to swallow campaigners' 
predictions about spectacular clashes lo 
come, as Lhe anti-road campaign swelled, 
in numbers and in passion. What hap- 
pened was bound to be an anti-climax. 

But even in a more sober light, New- 
bury has not become the national cause 
cel^bre that might have been expected 
The plan for the new bypass contains all 
the classic ingredients for an almig hty 
environmental show-down. The £10Lm 
building programme will slash through an 
area of immense natural beauty. Newbury 
is also in the prime location for protest 
politics. Not far from London, Oxford and 
Brighton, it is easily accessible to the stu- 
dents and southern middle classes who 
have populated previous demonstrations 
akainst roads or animal exports. Yet 
rqany of the protesters who struggled out 
on former occasions never got their boots 
on for Newbury. 


Perhaps this was to be expected The 
first stage of the road-building process did 
not lend itself well to massive popular 
demonstrations. With a large area of land 
to be cleared of trees, it was always hard 
for protesters to find the action. The tree 
fellers, on the other hand could make 
incremental progress in one comer after 
another. Against piecemeal destruction, 
the only effective obstacles were people 
who climbed trees, or who had the dedi- 
cation to plan detailed defence strategies. 
Compared to such sophistication, the 
“amateur" activists, the day-trippers from 
Didcot, were bound to feel a little redun- 
dant. Disconcerted by both the expertise 
and the eccentricities of the full-tiine pro- 
testers. the others may have given up. 

Support may grow again when the tar- 
mac appears. Bulldozers under the sum- 
mer sun are a more sexy protest propo- 
sition than hacksaws in the printer mud 
But there is a serious possibility that the 
anti-road movement is fragmenting. Com- 
mitted activists - and there remain hun- 
dreds of them in Newbury - have become 
increasingly specialised. At the same 
time, incidental campaigners have bad the 
edge nibbed off their enthusiasm. The 
new roads programme has been reduced 
Even the anger against the Newbury by- 
pass has been diffused by the widespread 
claim that the people of Newbuiy want it, 
to take the heavy lorries off their streets. 

The anti-road lobby was 3t its most 
powerful when it commanded support 
and commitment across society. Right 
now it is in danger of becoming a mar- 
ginalised minority pursuit. 
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lH let you out when all this fuss dies down 9 

■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Push back the boundaries of debate on voting reform 

Sir As a Liberal Democrat who Sir Andrew Marr, in his piece on constituency link is maintained operating over proportional vot 
joined the liberal Party back in the electoral svstems. omits mention for the maioritv of members, ine. What is bad news is any sug 


Sir As a Liberal Democrat who 
joined the Liberal Parly back in the 
1950S precisely because it favoured 
proportional representation I wel- 
come any discussion of the subjecL 

Andrew Marr (“Changing the 
chemistry of politics”, 2 April) is 
wrong in one important assess- 
ment of STV when he says it 
would require redrawing every 
constituency boundary. All one 
needs to do is lump together 
existing single-member con- 
stituencies into multi-member 
ones, five or six members per 
enlarged seat being the favoured 
number, but perhaps not desir- 
able for very rural areas where 
size might present problems. 

Boundaries between present 
constituencies are often so arbi- 
trary as to be daft, lines drawn on 
a map to try to create chimps of 
land with roughly equivalent num- 
bers of inhabitants without refer- 
ence to natural boundaries such as 
rivers, limits of built-up areas, 
postcodes or directions in which 
most people commute to work. 

Martin Kyrle 
Eastleigh, Hampshire 


Sir Andrew Marr, in his piece on 
electoral systems, omits mention 
of the variation on the list system 
called the Additional Member 
System (AMS), reported to have 
been favoured by Lord Plant’s 
Labour electoral reform com- 
mission. 

Under AMS the majority of 
members are elected as now, 
first-past-the-post in single-mem- 
ber constituencies. The Addi- 
tional Members are found by 
aggregating each, party’s vote in 
a small number of regions formed 
by lumping constituencies 
together, and selecting additional 
members from the runners-up in 
the constituencies to produce a 
Parliamentary membership 
roughly reflecting the total party 
vote in the region. 

Some advantages: : 'X . 

1. Complicated to describe,' 
simple to operate: the voter, as : 
now, puts one cross, and when 
all the votes in the region are in, 
the computer produces the 
names of the AMs within 
minutes. 

2. The important member- 


constituency link is maintained 
for the majority of members, 
but in addition there is a 
regional representation, which 
should please the Liberal 
Democrats. 

3. Representation is not quite 
so precisely proportional as 
under STV, but will get dose to 
it - much more than under the 
Alternative Vote. 

4. Every member will have 
commanded a snhsfnntfai num- 
ber of votes and none will have 
come off a central list selected by 
party, hacks. 

5. In cast-iron Conservative or 
Labour seats, electors can safely 
choose to vote for someone who 
seems to be a particularly good 
candidate, but is not of their 
party, but may get elected. 

L -V .PAReynolds 

' (former Vice-Chancellor, 
Lancaster University) 
Brighton, 
East Sussex 

Sir: It is good news that the 
Labour Party and the Liberal 
Democrats look like they are co- 


The science of winning funds I Russian superpower stirs anew 


Sir The image of the Health Sec- 
retary being in thrall to “scientific 
masters” (leading artide, 30 
March) is ridiculous. Scientists do 
not decide what is done, they 
merely provide answers to ques- 
tions. To take an example from 
my own field, fisheries, what sci- 
entists do is answer questions 
asked by the paymasters, such as 
how many fish can be safely 
taken without the risk of the 
stocks collapsing. The politicians 
who make the management deci- 
sions consistently ignore such 
answers - as is entirely appro- 
priate since they are trying to bal- 
ance biological and socioeco- 
nomic factors (which is not to say 
they get the balance right!). 

The scientists who warned of 
the link between CJD and BSE 
were not ostracised by the “sci- 
entific establishment". The fact is 
that the management structure in 
government laboratories prevents 
any work being done unless it is 
approved by the Government 


For better orworse, the knack of 
being a good scientist these days 
is not “to ask questions for which 
it is passible to get an answer" but 
to ask questions for which it is 
possible to get funding. 

Graham Pierce 
Lecturer in Fishery Science 
University of Aberdeen 

Sir: If only the public, politicians 
and. it would seem, newspaper 
editors (leading article, 30 
March) understood science bet- 
ter, they would better under- [ 
stand the hard truth. It will prob- ! 
ably be many years before any I 
real understanding of BSE and its | 
possible links with CJD are, or , 
can be, fully understood. As to I 
the question whether beef is safe, i 
the only truly honest answer is: 
we just do not know. However, it 
will be much-maligned science 
that wfl] give us answers in the 
end, not its detractors. 

Gillian Sathanandan 
Shrewsbury 


Let’s beef up the news about mad cows 


Sir Your editorial “Back in the 
USSR” (3 April) details the grow- 
ing trend towards reintegration 
within the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). 

This trend is not a new phe- 
nomenon, as your editorial sug- 
gests , but part of an evolution in 
Russian policy towards the CIS 
elaborated in a new “Monroe 
Doctrine" since early 1993 which 
the West saw fit to ignore or 
blame on the need for President 
Boris Yeltsin to appease nation- 
alist voters during election cam- 
paigns. 

Increasingly it seems that Rus- 
sia's current leaders perceive the 
strategic tasks of “Umon" restor- 
ing as more important than domes- 
tic reform and integration into the 
wo rid community of nations. The 
capital of the CIS is being moved 
to a newly constructed building in 
Moscow in 1998 and aD leading 
posts within the CIS are dominated 
by Russians. 

In the approach to the June 
Russian presidential elections 
both leading candidates - Yeltsin 
and Communist leader Zyuganov 
- are competing as to who wiD 
build a new •‘Union” or former 
Soviet Union quickest. 


The 15 March Russian State 
Duma resolutions on reviving 
the USSR, passed by an over- 
whelming majority (with only 50 
deputies voting against), reflect 
this trend in Russian domestic 
politics. Both Russian presiden- 
tial candidates see Ukraine as the 
“jewel in the crown" which would 
satisfy their ambitions of creating 
a new “Union”. 

Despite these dangerous 
trends the West is still making the 
same fatal mistake by backing the 
current Yeltsin leadership as it 
did in 1991 when it backed then 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. Yet the interests of nei- 
ther the West nor Russia are 
served by the revival of a new 
Eurasian empire and military 
superpower which would be likely 
to lead to a new Cold War, a new 
arms race, Russia's repu diatio n of 
international treaties (CFE and 
Start 2) domestic and inter-state 
conflict within the CIS and the 
end of reform and democratisa- 
tion in Russia. 

Taras Kuzio 
Research Fellow 
Centre for Russian and 
East European Studies 
University of Bir mingham 


operating over proportional vot- 
ing. What is bad news is any sug- 
gestion of a tilt towards the Alter- 
native Voting System. 

Our party (as well as others 
like the Green Party) will once 
again find it disproportionately 
difficult to secure representation 
despite the foci that we achieved 
up to 6 per cent in the seats we 
contested in the European Elec- 
tions. 

We will hold Robert Maclen- 
nan MP (letter, 2 April), and the 
Liberal Democrats to their 
pledge to achieve a properly 
proportional system. . 

Surely the way forward is for 
all the political parties in this 
country to agree to an indepen- 
dent review of the voting system. 
Just as MPs should agree to an 
independent review olwhat they 
are paid, we Liberals believe they 
should surety agree to an inde- 
pendent review of the way they 
get their jobs. 

Paul Macdonald 
Campaign Director 
The Liberal Party 
London SW1 


Saving up for 
an IVF baby 


E arlier this year I was rung up by 
Paul Barker, distinguished ex- 
.editor of New Society, who told me 
that a new version of Gulliver’s Trav- 
els was being shown on Channel 4 
over Easter. 

“That's good," I said. 

And furthermore, he had been 
.asked to edit a booklet to go along 
with it, illustrating the way our mod- 
em world corresponded to Swift's 
vision of things. 

“Nice one," I said. 

. So he wanted me to write a short 
piece on one aspect of Gulliver's 
Travels. Namely, on Gulliver’s dis- 
covery, at one of he ports of call, that 
.when a nation has learnt a great deal 
about the world it lives in, it does not 
necessarily make them happier about 
the world. 

“I don't quite see..." 

■ Well, explained Barker patiently, 
we pride ourselves ou being knowl- 
edgeable in this century, but has it 
made us more or less frightened of 
ihe future? Are we more or less sus- 
ceptible to scares and panics? 

“Ah. You mean...?" 

“Yes. That sort of thing.” 

He did not. as a matter of fact, 
mean the BSE scare. That bad not 
yet happened. He just meant what- 
ever the East scare was. But he was 
righu We do tend lo use our knowl- 



edge to scare ourselves. When I got 
down to write the piece, I listed all 
the scares I could think of off-hand. 
It was an effortless list to write. Salt, 
butter, rain forests, ozone layer, 
nuclear accidents. Aids, herpes, 
Rupert Murdoch, being run over by 
a police car... 

I did, as a matter of fact, write 
down “Mad Cow disease” on the list, 
but only as a scare that was now due 
to pass into history. And I may well 
have been right I cannot get out of 
my mind the voice of one former on 
a Radio 4 phone-in saying that if we 
were going to have a BSE panic, we 
should have had it in 1990 when 
things were at their worst Things had 
been improving ever since. He really 
couldn’t see the point of having a 
BSE panic now. 

Actually, the example I raised, in 
the Channel 4 piece, of the latest 
scare to hit the public, was that of 


electricity pylons. Do you remember 
this early 1W6 scare? It was said that 
people who lived under or near 
pylons were more liable to contract 
certain diseases. It was taken quite 
seriously at the time, though it has 
faded from the headlines since then. 
I don’t suppose anyone has done any 
studies of endangered cows and their 
proximity to pylons in fields, have 
they? That would make a nice little 
scare... 

(Incidentally, when the rumour 
about the pylons came out, my wife 
said, “That s curious". I asked her 
why. Well, she said, she had worked 
on a medical video a year or two 
before, and when she asked the doc- 
tors concerned for an example of a 
madcap idea held by the public, they 
both pointed to the widespread rural 
belief that living near pylons affected 
you and laughed at the very 
notion...) 

What is odd about all this is not 
that we are afraid of things revealed 
to us by scientists and statisticians. 

The odd thing is that we are NOT 
afraid of the proven dangers. We 
know that bad diet gives us cancer. Wb 
know that smoking kills us. We know 
that cars kill us. We know that Cher- 
nobyl (as well as certain popular 
drugs) may have tcmble-Iong term 
effects. We know all this for sure. Yet 


we don’t have cigarette or car or fried 
food panics. 

In the aftermath of the Dunblane 
tragedy nobody pointed out that 
about as many children die evexy day 
or two on the roads as are killed in 
Dunblane once in history, that cars 
are a far worse killer than guns. We 
know all this, so we don’t panic. It’s 
only the unknown (hat gives us the 
real jitters. Aids was for more scary 
when it was a mystery kilUer than it 
is now... 

And at the moment BSE is a mys- 
tery kflJer, and wc are all scared of it, 
ana we are running around demand- 
ing sacrifices, like medieval crowds 
asking for witches to be burnt. You 
hear experts every day on the media, 
saying that the important thing is not 
to cure BSE or CJD. but to restore 


Soft and furry Hunt for tasty 

kettle water turkey eggs 


public confidence, which can only be 
done by killing cows, a trick which 
didn’t work for Aaron when Moses 
was up the mountain getting the Ten 
Commandments, and won’t work 

now. 

If what I say is true, and we only 
fear the unknown, then the only 
answer is to prove beyond doubt that 
BSE CAN affect humans. Then we 
can all confidently get back lo eating 
beef, as wc have got back to smok- 
ing. drinking, driving can and using 
guns. 


Sin You make reference to “the 
fur in Lancashire kettles" (lead- 
ing article; “Gummer needs a 
watertight plan", 1 April). As one 
who has supped North West 
Water and the best that Bed- 
fordshire has to offer I’m under 
the impression that fur is what 
you get in southern kettles but 
not in those of the Lancashire I 
grew up in. 

Living, as I now do, on the 
northern edge of Derbyshire 
(North West Water again), 
exceptional weather brings peat 
with the water supply which is 
clearly visible in the bath, 
accepted as roughage in the tea 
pot, but being soft does not for 
up my kettle. 

M Ani Harris 
New Mills, 
Cheshire 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
independenLco.uki Letters may 

be edited lor length and clarity. 


Sin Judy Allen asks (letter, 3 
April! if she is missing out in 
never eating turkey eggs. Turkey 
eggs tend to be rather large and 
flavoury; I am warmly in favour 
of them. Yes, she is missing out. 
Infrequently available but worth 
waiting for: hum them down. 

Philip O’Donoghue 
New Barnet, Hertfordshire 

Sin In answer to Judy Allen's 
inquiry about why we do not eat 
turkey eggs, one can only wonder 
if they are being fed lo the other 
species of birds in the interests of 
the mass production of meat and 
eggs. Perhaps that is why we 
have salmonella in eggs and poul- 
try. The vegans must have a 
poinL 

John Flackett 
London E6 

Sir: Birds have to be more than 
a year old to have an egg. Ail 
turkeys get eaten at Christmas, so 
they never get old enough lo have , 
eggs. 

Harold Stone : 
Ware ham, Dorset 


Sir. Your sympathetic artide con- 
cerning an accountant who stole 
£20,000 from her employers to 
finance IVF. treatment (“The 
baby lottery” 4 April), irritated 
me. 

Thirteen years ago my huse 
band and I were told that our 
only hope of a famil y was IVF, 
paid for privately. We had dboht 
£200 in savings and a modest 
joint income which rarely 
stretched until the end of the 
month. However, it struck us 
that if we had already had a baby; 
then the three of us would be Irv- 
ing on my husband’s salary anc£ 
so we saved everything J earned. ■ 
It also struck us that if we had a 
baby, we would be able to spend 
for less time together as a couple 
so T took bn low-paid evening 
work and saved what I earned 
from thaL Incredibly, within a 
year we had saved £9,000, which 
was enough for six courses of 
treatment As a result we have 
three wonderful children. ’ 

A few months ago an elderly 
friend spent her life savings dri 
having her hip replaced privately 
because she was in too much pain 
to endure the NHS waiting list 
In a perfect world there would be 
no waiting lists and IVF would be 
available free for everyone. 

While we wait for the perfect 
world to arrive might I suggest 
that childless couples, regard- 
less of their level of income, are 
in a far better position to save for 
private treatment than anyone 
else. 

Sally Jackson 
Cardiff, South Glamorgan 

Resurrection 
survives cynics 

Sir I have followed with interest 
the stoiy of the possible discov- 
ery of an ossuary which may 
have contained the bones of 
Jesus and other members of his 
family (report, 1 April). j 

What is blindingly obvious tc^ 
me is that if the body of Jesus had 
lain in a tomb long enough for it 
to decompose and leave the 
bones to be collected in this man- 
ner then the embarrassed author- 
ities would have had little prob- 
lem with the disturbing claims of 
the disciples. All that would have, 
been required would have been 
the display of the corpse to prove 
beyond any doubt that Jesus was 
still well and truly dead. 

Sadly there are always cynics 
looking for sensational stories to 
disprove the resurrection. They 
will have to do much betterthan 
this. Stffl the best explanation for 
the preaching of the resurrection 
is that the tomb was empty 
because “he is risen; just as he 
said!” (Matthew 2 8:6). 

The Rev Andrew McMullon 
Crumlin, Co Antrim 

Night train 
to Milan 

Sir Mr Michael Patterson (letter, 

3 Apnl) points out the speed with 
which one can now get from 
Milan to London by train How 
ever, a day-long journey with 
two changes does not equal the 
convenience of the night ser-* 
vices we once enjoyed. Many of 
us regret the loss of the sleeper 
tain from Calais to Milan, via-f 
Basel, with carriages on to Venice 
or Florence, which seems to have 
quite disappeared. Can we not 
have this back again - but now 
from Waterloo? 

JohnMoxs : 

London NWS 
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Revenge of the mutant organisms 

Our trust in biotechnology and iaith in the quick fix expose our ignorance - and leave us vulnerable 


U nnot iced b eneath the mounds of 
mad cows last week was a stranee 
coincidence. While ministers struggled 
with the nuances of scientific tiuthand 
the -voter appeal of beef burning a 
man document crept quietly out of the 
Prune Munster's office. This document 
was also about science and rogue frag- 
ments of organic chemistry. But it vm 
not about cows, it was about GMOs - 
genetically modified organisms 
Tb understand the full resonance of 
rt 1:5 necessary to under- 
stend what the mad cow story is really 
about Its about a group of people who 
like the Bourbons, remember every- 
thing and learn nothing. Who exactly 
these people are I don’t know, but they 
are evidently technologists and scientist; 
of some kmd. What they did was feed 
sheep to cows just as they previously fed 
hens to bens. As a result they probably 
transferred the malevolent prion that 
causes BSE and CJD across the species 
bamer first to cows and then to us. 

This was a stupid thing to do 
because, as anybody with any biologi- 
<aj knowledge could have told them, 
“Sating such a dietary dosed circuit 
would instantly magnify any risk fac- 
tors. It was doubly stupid because it 
echoed a mis take made by an earlier 
generation of technologists who 
blithely killed insects with DDT while 
assuring the world that the amounts 
involved were too small to affect other 
creatures. In fact, they simply did not 
understand the system with which 
they were tinkering - the DDT also 
killed birds because of the concen- 
trating effects of the food chain. With 
both BSE and DDT eager technolo- 


SSI™ ^^simple-minded 
of nature and we 

all paid the price. 

Now tack to GMOs. Ever since the 

S 1 S?a WC ^ able manip- 
ulate DNA and thereby change the 

of liy toS creatures. 
When this first became a possibility the 
scientists panicked and imposed a 
moratorium on all recombinant DNA 
experiments. Biological anxiety swept 
trough the culture: rogue organisms - 
superbugs” - might escape from the 
U*. devastating crops or people. 
Michael Crichton, inevitably, wrote a 
paranoid movie - The Andromeda 
straw - about the possibility. Once 
released these organisms could never be 
recaptured, spreading through the bios- 
Phere - raging, destructive mutants. 

Bui nothing happened and the bio- 
logical anxiety subsided. The original 
analysis of the biologists appeared to 
be correct - statistically, artificial mod- 
ifications would be highly unlikely to 
result in any oiganism that could com- 
pete in the wild. Natural selection over 
billions of years has produced a robust, 
competitive ecology. The chances of a 
released GMO being competitively 
superior to nature’s products was van- 
ishingly remote. There was a risk but 
h was too small to quantify. 

Since then biological latowledge 
has increased geometrically. .Agricul- 
ture is being transformed by genetic 
engineering. Plants and animals - 
remember the cloned sheep - have 
had their genotypes adjusted to suit 
human demands. Viruses and bacte- 
ria are manipulated to improve crops 
or target disease. And, as the biolo- 



BRYAN APPLEYAR 


A little biological 
knowledge can be a 
very dangerous thing 


gists, backed by vast sums of money, 
close in on the total human genome, 
we have become the next in line. 

The Anglo-American view of this has 
been straightforwardly optimistic - the 
dangers were exaggerated, the possible 
benefits are vast. In Europe, however, 
there has been caution. In Germany 
genetics is viewed with intense suspi- 
cion. There Nazism provided a brutal 
demonstration of how genetic theory 
could become eugenic practice. When 
Hitler was in prison his primary read- 
ing matter was a text book of genetics. 
It was a book that was wrong in almost 
every respect but it provided conve- 
nient justification for mass murder. 

As a result EU genetic law has been 
substantially more cautious than 
American. Now British environmen- 
talists, catching up with their Euro- 
pean colleagues, have begun to take 
an interest The Government Panel on 


Sustainable Development chaired by 
Sir Crispin Tickell and established by 
John Major, reported in Januaiy and 
called for a conference to establish 
international standards to control the 
release of GMOs. Last week's docu- 
ment was the Governments response. 

The response is remarkable 
because, although it dispenses the 
usual flannel about things being pretty 
much OK as they are, it also accepts 
the panel’s call to set up a conference 
within the next 12 months on possible 
biotechnological hazards. This would 
aim for international agreement on 
the control of GMOs. 

This is a startling commitment which 
indicates a certain admirable serious- 
ness within the Government about 
biotechnology. The response was cer- 
tainly written well before BSE took off 
as an issue. So dearly, somewhere in 
Whitehall, somebody was thinking 
seriously about biology before the 
cows drove us mad. 

Seriousness in this area is welcome 
because BSE has highlighted some- 
thing we should have known - that a lit- 
tle biological knowledge is a very dan- 
gerous dung. And, when set against the 
fabulous complexity of the living world, 
the sum total of all human biological 
knowledge remains very small indeed. 
We have acquired ingenious methods 
for manipulating the axle of life, hut, 
beyond that, our ignorance is vast. In 
Darwin biology may have had its 
Galileo, but it has yet to have its New- 
ton or Einstein. This places us in a dan- 
gerous phase of scientific history. The 
eerie, mechanical simplicity of the 
DNA molecule resonates in our imag- 


inations, tempting us to think that the 
whole of life is also simple. Meanwhile, 
money and hubris conspire to convince 
us wc can do more than we can. And 
the naive contemporary belief in the 
quick fix, the magic bullet, the wonder 
drug leads us to place uncritical faith in 
the claims of the biologists. Even they 
have grown nervous at this state of 
affairs. Harold Vhrams, the head of the 
National Institutes of Health in Wash- 
ington. recently told geneticists to stop 
making inflated claims for gene therapy 
- it was giving science a bad name and 
raising false hopes in the desperately QL 

The reality is that living systems 
have revealed themselves as far more 
complex, subtle and interdependent 
than we could ever have imagined. And 
it is the interdependence that we know 
least about- In the Iasi paragraph of On 
the Origin of the Species Darwin wrote 
in wonder of “an entangled tank” in 
which plants, birds, insects, worms lived 
in incalculably complex interaction. 
Now we could add billions of viruses 
and bacteria to Darwin’s list, we could 
talk of DNA of which Darwin knew 
nothing - but we could not claim to be 
any nearer penetrating all the myster- 
ies of even that humble ecology.' 

Yet in ignorance we apply DDT pre- 
scribe thalidomide or turn farm animals 
into cannibals. SimDarJy -though, so far, 
not catastrophically -we release GMOs 
to engineer the living world. Bui in the 
light of what we now- know the sooth- 
ing statistical faith of the scientists in the 
1970s looks profoundly unconvincing. 
Our ignorance of living systems has 
been exposed once too often. Biologi- 
cal anxiety is tack, this time for good. 


The empire strikes back 

Both Boris Yeltsin and his Communist rivals have expansion on their minds, writes Geoffrey Hosking 


US 
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W hen the Soviet Union fell apart 
nearly five years ago its disinte- 
gration was much more complete 
than Boris Yeltsin anticipated. As a 
result, some 25 million Russians found 
themselves inhabitants of foreign 
countries, some of them without citi- 
zens’ rights or suffering violence from 
vengeful neighbours. Roughly 2 mil- 
lion of them have since decided to 
Teave and seek shelter in their “home- 
land ", the Russian Federation, which 
already has a desperate housing short- 
age and growing unemployment, and 
fe therefore not especially keen to take ' 
them in. 

Even Russians inside the Russian 
Federation have suffered. Imagine 
having to go through customs and 
passport control to visit an elderly 
mother in Cardiff or Glasgow, and 
you will understand why many of 
them resent the dissolution of the 
USSR. 

This is the main reason why it has 
been diffi cult for Russia to renounce 
the heritage of empire and become a 
nation-state among other nation- 
states. Most Russians still carry around 
a mental map of the Soviet Union in 
their heads. “Russian imperialists” 
are people like you and me. who 
want to visit their elderly mothers, 
Yeltsin began his career by trying to 
mflkp Russia a nation-state, but he has 
found himse lf steadily drifting back 
towards an imperial posture, most 
markedly in his violent lurch into 
Chechnia in December 1994. 

In the course of the current election 
campaign, the Communists have 
repeatedly played on the theme of the 
collapse of the Union. Their leader, 
Gennadii Ziuganov, asserts: “For the 
first time' in their history, the Russian 
people have become a divided peo- 
ple The Fatherland means a com- 

munity. But people cannot travel to 
their relatives or friends for weddings 
.or even funerals.” 

® On 17 March, the Communists per- 
suaded the Russian parliament, the 
Duma, to pass a resolution condemn- 
ing the Belovezh accords of Decem- 
ber 1991, which formally dissolved the 
Soviet Union and replaced it with the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS). The resolution amounts 
to a statement that the USSR still 

legally exists. , . 

The Duma’s move provoked a wave 
of protest, both from President Yeltsin 
and from other ex-Soviet republics. 
Yeltsin called it “scandalous and 
“unconstitutional” and claimed it 
undermined the legal standing of all 
Russian institutions, including the 
Duma itself. One deputy, half m jetf, 
suggested the Duma dissolve i&Xma 

immediately reconvene the old USSK 

Supreme Soviet. , . - „ 

If one disregards the rhetoric for 
moment, however, then much ot me 
difference between Yeltsin and th 
Communists vanish eS-Tb begin with, II 



Back in the USSR? Whoever wins the June elections, Russia will be aiming to draw the ex-Soviet republics back under Moscow's control 


the Communists came to power, what 
would they actually do to restore the 
Soviet Union? It cannot be recreated 
by force, certainly not by the Russian 
army in its present condition. And 
what can be achieved by diplomacy 
and persuasion is already being done 
by the present regime. Yeltsin has 
explicitly stated that he hopes the ex- 
Soviet republics will eventually form 
a “confederation". So, whether he or 
Ziuganov wins the presidential elec- 
tion in June, Russia will be aiming to 
strengthen the ties between most of 
the ex-Soviet republics. 

The forum for their cooperation has 
so for been the CIS, but it has proved 
far too loose for Russia. Its agreements 
resemble a Icragd la carte menu, from 
which members choose their dishes at 
will. It has no common citizenship and 
few of its documents are signed by all 
member states. By comparison, the 
European Union seems a model of 
harmony and consensus. 

All the same, some of the republics 
would actively welcome renewed Russ- 
ian influence and help. They have 
found the outside world a less wel- 
coming place than they anticipated. 
They have discovered that their prod- 
ucts are less marketable in the non- 
Soviet world than they had hoped, so 
they are quietly resuming some of the 


old Soviet economic ties, hoping for 
cheap fuel and raw materials from Rus- 
sia. Russia is definitely the senior 
partner in these arrangements, because 
it commands such huge resources. 
Symbolically the CIS recently announ- 
ced that its headquarters would move 
from Minsk to Moscow. 

In the military sense, the CIS is also 
a very insubstantial alliance. It has no 
political committee or even a joint 
command. Most important of all, 

Russian imperialists 
are people like us who 
want to visit their 
elderly mothers 


Ukraine has never become a member. 
Russia tends to take the main deci- 
sions: it has used its military strength 
to persuade Georgia and Armenia to 
accept Russian military bases. Many 
seethe CIS security treaty as a thinly 
disguised instrument of renewed Russ- 
ian domination. No doubt that is why 
Ukraine has never joined iL 
' Dissatisfied with the looseness of 
the CIS, some ex-Soviet republics are 


moving to form a kind of inner core. 
Closest of all are Russia and Belorus- 
sia. which are coordinating their 
defence and foreign polity, and have 
signed a treaty which stops only just 
short of full union. Together with 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, they’ 
have agreed to dismantle customs 
barriers and to harmonise their eco- 
nomic, military and social policies. 
Meanwhile Tajikistan continues to 
depend on the Russian army to 
defend its borders. 

There are good historical reasons 
for these republics to feel the need of 
closer relations with Russia. Belorus- 
sia has never really felt itself to be a 
separate nation and Kazakhstan has 
almost as many Russian citizens as it 
has Kazakh ones, while Kyrgyzstan is 
peculiarly dependent on its Russian 
specialists and professional staffs. 
Together they seem likely to form a 
kind of CIS inner core which might 
actually become a confederation, not 
unlike the model Gorbachev had in 
mind when in the last months of 1991 
he fought to save the USSR by per- 
suading its members to sign a new 
union treaty. 

The other Central Asian and Cau- 
casian republics feel less close to Rus- 
sia, and will probably want to preserve 
a more distinct identity. But they will 


need strategic backing and strong 
economic ties with Russia for the 
foreseeable future, and Russia has 
shown in the past that it is prepared 
to exploit these needs to assert its 
hegemony. 

The great stumbling block is 
Ukraine, where opinion is sharply 
divided. The population of the west- 
ern regions would bitterly resist any 
rapprochement with Russia. The 
inhabitants of Crimea and the Don- 
bass, on the other hand, would warmly 
endorse closer relations, and in the 
long run may prove difficult to govern 
from Kiev without them. Several mil- 
lion of them are Russian, and even 
many of those who are described in 
their passports as Ukrainian never- 
theless identity with Russia or the 
Soviet Union as a whole. 

These are the realities that would 
face either President Yeltsin or Pres- 
ident Ziuganov. Their mutual denun' 
detions are actually electoral rhetoric. 
In reality both are moving towards a 
quiet but determined reassertion of 
Russian imperial influence. 

The writer is Professor of Russian His- 
tory at the School of Slavonic and East 
European Studies, University of Lon- 
don . He gratefully acknowledges the 
assistance of Domihlla Sagramoso. 


T here is persuasive new evidence 
that breast cancer can be beaten. 
Although it kills more women man 
any other malignancy, deaths fron* 
breast cancerare falling, down i m iw 
by 10 per cent in England and wales, 
compared with 19&5-89. 

Why should this be? Much of the 
answer is. because of earlier diagno- 
sis and more effective treatment, as 
breast cancers grow, so does their 
fcreparity tospread and kflL Picking up 
invasive cancers by mammograpmc 
scre ening now on offer to all women 

aged 5(W4, . detects cancers wnen 

they are smaller and curable- It ^ 100 
eariy to attribute changes in Britain to 
screamy but within two to three y 63 ** 
a- further drop in mortality vvjii 


How to kill breast cancer 


become apparent as a result of the UK 
national programme. 

More women are being diagnosed 
with small breast cancers, because, 
they are aware that eariy dagnoas can 
be life-saving and that mastectomy can 
usually be avoided. Treatment has 
improved, because those at risk of 
recurrence are now given therapy in 
the form of hormone treatment or 
chemotherapy, or a combination. This 
saves thousands of lives worldwide .. 
eveiyyear. • _ ... 

But (here are stifl too marry women 
dving unnecessarily. Screening is not 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Ian Fentiman 

reaching enough women at risk. 
Almost 50 per of breast cancer cases 
are over So when diagnosed and yet 
women of this age are not called rou- 
tinely for screening mammography. 
Extending the age limit to SO could 
save 1,500 lives per year in Britain. 

Another approach is to identity 
those at risk. The cloning of the 


breast cancer susceptibility genes, 
BRCA-1 and BRCA-22, will enable us 
to detect women who have inherited 
this mutation and who have an 80 per 
cent lifetime chance of developing the 
disease. We must then tackle the 
threat 

Prevention is better than surgery. 
Changes in lifestyle -exercise, dietary 
modification, food additives and hor- 
monal modifications - all need to be 
testa! in a rigorous scientific manner. 
We knew from results of using tamox- 
ifen therapy that this reduces the 
recurrence of cancer and also reduces 


by 40 per cent the probability of a can- 
cer developing in the other breast. 

One of the clearest messages about 
treatment of breast cancer is that a 
team approach involving surgeon, 
pathologist, oncologist, radiologist 
and psychiatrist is fundamental. This 
is the situation that exists in spe- 
cialised centres and there is mounting 
evidence that their patients have bet- 
ter survival. Lives should not be 
endangered by lack of expert man- 
agement of this potentially curable 
disease. 

The writer is Consultant Surgeon, Impe- 
rial Cancer Research Fund Clinical 
Oncology Unit, Guy's Hospital, Lon- 
don. 
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At long last, the 
safe tea cosy 

The home is littered with potential 
perils but now there is good news for 
tea drinkers, says William Hartston 


J ust as you thought it was safe 
to go into the kitchen, the 
Consumer Safety Unit at the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry has published its 
report on accidents in the 
home. 

The tables provide com- 
pelling evidence that mad cows 
are for from being the only haz- 
ard for today’s chefs and gour- 
mets. Every accidental death in 
1994 is solemnly reported and 
classified along with every acci- 
dent that led to a visit to any of 
18 selected hospitals. 

The room in which the acci- 
dent occurred, the parts of the 
body injured and the household 
objects involved are all metic- 
ulously recorded, with the vic- 
tim allowed to incriminate a 
number of different objects in 
a single accident 

So the four people injured 
by Christmas tree light sets 
could be exactly the same as 
the four injured by their Walk- 
mans or personal stereos, and 
might even be included in the 
figure of six listed under 
“bidet". One can easily see the 
folly of listening to music while 
trying to install Christmas lights 
round your bidet. One gyration 
loo many to the beat of the 
music, your hand slips, a sud- 
den jet of water and instant 
electrocution. 

Here are some more dan- 
gerous objects with their injury 
tally: 

Pillow case, 2; mangle on 
washing machine, 3: coal scut- 
tle, 6; hammock, 17; watering 
can, 21; bean bag, 4S; party bal- 
loon, 56; clothes basket, 116. 

In the garden, the watering 
can is exactly as dangerous as 
the trowel, though only half as 
dangerous as a rake. All these, 
however, are models of safety 
compared with the wheelbar- 
row (85). flowerpot (125) and 
garden fork (143). 

For people aged between 15 
and 64, however, the ldtchen is 
the most dangerous room in the 
house, followed by the stairs, 
the living or dining room, and 
the bedroom, in that order. 
Food and drink alone led to 359 
deaths in 1992, with kitchen 
utensils killing another 23. 
Compared with these rates of 
carnage, stationery and writing 
equipment, resulting in only 
four deaths, was not to be 
feared. Luggage killed no one 
at all. 

The non-fatal accident rates 
break down the risks of every- 
day kitchen life into finer detail: 
kitchen scales, 2; weights for 
scales, 3; wok 4; strainer, 5; 
drinking straw, 1J; coffee pot, 
17; toaster, 18; teapot, 66; 
refrigerator. 1S5. 

The safest items were soda 


siphons, chopsticks, mincers 
and pressurised beer taps, none 
of which Injured anybody. 
These figures must cast a 
shadow over last week's reports 
that tea-drinkers are less likely 
to suffer strokes than coffee 
drinkers. The risk of a stroke 
must now be balanced out 
against the risks of injury from 
your teapot and strainer. We 
ought also to be told how many 
of the eight accidents involving 
“unspecified kitchen equip- 
ment" were caused by teabags 
which, incomprehensibly, have 
no category of their own. 

The problem with interpret- 
ing these figures is that they 
give us no true basis for com- 
parison. Is tea-drinking more 

For people aged 15 
to 64 the kitchen is 
the most dangerous 
room in the house 


dangerous than coffee-drinking 
because 66 people were hurt by 
teapots and only 17 by coffee 
pots? Or are the statistics sim- 
ply a reflection of the greater 
numbers of teapots around our 
homes? lb make valid judge- 
ments, we need tables of figures 
of accidents per teapot and 
per coffee poL 

Such examples are frivolous, 
of course, but how should we 
view the news that 12,762 peo- 
ple were treated for accidents 
incurred while playing a ball 
game with no stick, while only 
2,159 were hurt in ball games 
with sticks and only 166 at 
gymnastics? Should we imme- 
diately encourage our children 
away from the football field on 
to the cricket pitch and vault- 
ing horse? 

To draw any valid conclu- 
sions, we need to know how 
many people are involved in 
each of the activities concerned. 

There is. however, some final 
good news for tea drinkers. 
The number of injuries associ- 
ated with tea cosies has 
dropped from three in 1993 to 
zero in 1994. Since one of the 
main points in publishing these 
figures is as a guide to poten- 
tial areas of improvement in 
product safety, the elimination 
of tea cosy accidents could be 
seen as a vindication of the pro- 
cedure. Having been alerted to 
the danger of the tea cosy in 
1993. British designers once 
again demonstrated their 
strengths and rose to the chal- 
lenge. They were inspired to 
create the world’s first per- 
fectly safe cosy. 



The solution he's 
drinking could save his life. 
And it only costs lOp. 

All over the world, children like Mekonnen are suffering 
from dehydration. A condition caused by acute diarrhoea 
which claims the lives of over 8,000 children every day of 
the year. 

But these children are dying needlessly. Because a simple 
solution of clean water, salt and sugar is often all it takes to 
help keep them alive. 

As little as lOp will buy a special sachet of rehydration 
salts to save the life of a child like Mekonnen. £10 from 
you could help save 100 children. And it could help train 
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Suppliers seek suspension of British Gas penalties 



MARY FAGAN 
Industrial Correspondent 


Seven large gas supply compa- 
nies have complained to Ofgas, 
the industry watchdog, over 
the alleged failure of the system 
which since 1 March has been 


balancing gas supply and de- 
mand. Tne companies accuse 


impa 

British Gas, which operates the 
so-called Network Code, of 
"chrome data deficiency and 
failure of information flows". 

The companies, which in- 
clude North Sea producers and 
large business suppliers such as 
Alliance Gas, face penalties 
which could amount to millions 
of pounds a month - paid to 
British Gas - for failing to 


Clare Spottiswoode: ashed 
by suppliers to intervene 


meet obligations to supply the 
right amount of gas into the 
pipeline system to meet their 
customers' demands. 

The letter to Clare Spottis- 
woode, director general of Of- 
gas, attacks the "unacceptable 
and unqualified risks" to which 
they believe they are being ex- 
posed and calls for the suspen- 


sion of any penalty payments 


until the problem is sorted out. 

A spokesman for Alliance 
Gas said that British Gas 
Transco -the part of the com- 
pany responsible for the Net- 
work Code -can underestimate 
or overestimate the amount of 
gas needed by IS per cent. 
“There is simply avety large dis- 
crepancy between what shippers 


know that they must put in to 
achieve balance and what 
Transco calculates we must put 
in,” he said. 

The complaint comes at an 
embarrassing time for the Gov- 
ernment, which is introducing 
competition in domestic gas 
supply in the South-west from 
29 April. British Gas's rivals 
mainly supply businesses at 
present but the problem with 
the Network Code could mush- 
room once hundreds of thou- 
sands of households have the 
ability to switch away from 
British Gas. 

Ian Pbwe, director of the 
Gas Consumers Council, said: 
“It's the gas and the same 

Network Code - and the load- 


balancing problems are poten- 
tially much bigger.” 

A spokesman for Transco 
said that it had heard the ship- 
pers’ views at a meeting yes- 
terday and would look ag^m at 
its calculations next week. 

Separately, Ofgas is poised to 
launch a campaign warning 
customers in the South-west of 
the dangers of aggressive 
doorstep selling by rivals to 
British Gas. 

South Western Electricity’s 
gas marketing arm and Calor- 
ies, a joint venture between 
Texaco and Calor Gas, have 
already been heavily criticised 
by the Gas Consumers Council 
for bad practice in marketing 
their services to domestic con- 


sumers. Ofgas is keen to avoid 
any acceleration of the problem 
as 29 April approaches. 

Ofgas licenses new gas sup- 
liers but its powers under the 
_5as Act do not extend to mar- 
keting technniques. However, 
the watchdog, which has dis- 
cussed the issue with the Office 
of Fair Trading and the GCC, 
is concerned that the problem 
will hamper the successful start 
of domestic competition by 
putting people off alternative 
suppliers and “leaving a bad 
taste in the mouth”. 

An Ofgas source said: “No 
one wants competition, to get off 
to a sleazy start It is not in the 
interests of competition to have 
people hoodwinked in this way 


and we just want things to run 
smoothly.” 

An important aim of the Of- 
iS drive will be to tell people 
mat they are entitled to a sev- 
en-day “cooling off" period in 
which they can opt out of a con- 
tract signed as a result of an un- 
solicited approach. The 
watchdog wiD alfw warn through 
leaflets and local information 
services that doorstep selkre are 
trained to gain consumers’ con- 
fidence and are unwilling to take 
no for an answer. The Ofgas 
source said the message is to be 
prepared and to remember that 
“you can change your mind”. 

The authorities received 
more than 150 complaints 
about Sweb. 


Auditors alerted 
Woolwich board 
over the weekend 


nic cicum 


Donald Kirkham. the retired 
Woolwich chief executive, was 
called on to lake the helm again 
two days before David Robin- 
son. his successor, was ousted on 
Tuesday for alleged financial ir- 
regularities, it emerged yester- 
day. 

Mr Kirkham was contacted on 
Sunday morning at his home by 
Sir Brian Jenkins, the Woolwich 
chairman, and told there was a 
possibility Mr Robinson, who 
was still on holiday in Barbados, 
ought be required to resign. 

The former chief executive in- 
dicated that he would be pre- 
pared to step back into his 
former role in the event of Mr 
Robinson's departure. 

Two days later, in Mr Robin- 
son’s absence, a Woolwich 
board meeting was given details 
Of the allegations concerning 
him, together with his replies. 
Mr Robinson resigned that af- 
ternoon and Mr Kirkham im- 
mediately stepped in as interim 
chief executive. 

Details of Mr Robinson’s de- 
parture emerged yesterday as 
the society moved to quell fears 
that its planned £3bn de-mutu- 
alisation bad been derailed by 
the events of the past week. 

Sir Brian said: “We are still 
on course. This event has no ef- 
fect on the business at afi. The 


£ 


Woolwich is essentially the 
same today as it was a week ago. 

“Our strategy and objectives 
are completely unchanged. We 
propose to move forward in ex- 
actly the same way as we have 
always intended." 

Sir Brian, a former Lord 
mayor of London and top City 
accountant, said that in the 
aftermath of Mr Robinson’s 
departure, meetings have been 
held with all senior staff to in- 
form them of events and de- 
termine the way forward. 

The mood was extremely 
isitive, he claimed, and the 
lotation planned for August 
next year was still on course. 

A permanent successor to Mr 
Robinson would be appointed 
“shortly”. Sir Brian added: “We 
have been extremely encour- 
aged at the very high quality of 
candidates, both internal and 
external who have put their 
names forward in the past few 
days.” 

Mr Robinson's departure fol- 
lows allegations that he misused 
society facilities, including work 
on the house and garden of his 
£450,000 home in Brasted, Kent, 
and sanctioned the unautho- 
rised use of a Land Rover for his 
family. 

Sources claim that other 
unauthorised expenses may also 
have been incurred Mr Robin- 
son was able to sign off bis own 


expense sheet, a situation de- 
scribed by one source as “not 
unusual” for senior executives 
in most corporations. 

It is understood that an in- 
ternal audit revealed that some 
of the questioned expenses 
took place prior to Mr Robin- 
son’s appointment as chief ex- 
ecutive in January. 

The internal audit was set in 
motion after several initially iso- 
lated matters seemed to form a 
pattern. 

The auditor took his report 
to Maurice Crichton, a board 
member and chairman of the 
audit committee, before the 
weekend- Mr Crichton was suf- 
ficiently worried to contact Sir 
Brian at his home, in south-east 
London, on Saturday morning. 

The chair man invited Lord 
Borne and John Horde, two oth- 
er board members, to amee ting 
at his house on Sunday, to hear 
the details. It was decided that 
Mr Robinson must be sum- 
moned to explain what had hap- 
pened. Mr Kirkham was also 
contacted at his home. He is be- 
lieved to have told Sir Brian: 
“Whatever you want me to do, 
I will of course do.” 

At Sir Brian’s home on Mon- 
day, Mr Robinson was con- 
fronted with the allegations, in 
the presence of his lawyer and 
one from the Woolwich. He 
firmly denied all the allegations. 



Sir Brian Jenkins: Contacted on Saturday morning by the chairman of Woolwich’s audit committee 


Bristol & West ponders flotation 


Bristol & West Building Soci- 
ety, the ninth- largest in the 
UK. yesterday signalled that it 
was preparing to abandon mu- 
tuality and follow the flood of 
societies moving towards pk sta- 
tus, writes Nic Gcut tL 

One senior executive at Bris- 
tol & West said yesterday it was 
“considering all options”. These 
included mutuality, but there 
was “no guarantee” that Bris- 
tol & West would remain so be- 
yond next week. 

Bristol &West executives 
have long held the view that they 
would be influenced in any de- 


cision by developments among 
other societies,' including 
whether they were retaining 
their own mutuality, who they 
were merging with or being tak- 
en over by and the timing, 
which might determine a price 
for selling to a potential bidder. 

Bristol & West’s possible 
move to abandon mutual status 
follows plans by Northern Rock 
the North-east society, to seek 
a £lbn listing on the Stock Ex- 
change next year. 

Northern Rock's plans are the 
latest in a long line that has seen 
virtually every big society, in- 


cluding Halifax, Woolwich and 
Alliance & Leicester, succumb 
to rivals or seek to float on the 
.stdck'mazkeL : : • 

Bristol & Westhas about 1.2 
million savings accounts and 
about 200,000 mortgage bor- 
rowers. Some experts believe 
that if it were to float alone, it 
might be worth some £800m. 

Banking analysts were yes- 
terday unclear whether the so- 
ciety's plans involved a listing on 
its own or whether it was in 
takeover talks with another, 
larger institution. 

A merger with a similar- 


sized society, such as Birming- 
ham Midshires, prior to flota- 
tion was not ruled out. 

' One-analyst, who refused to 
be named, said: “It is one thing 
for Northern Rock to go it 
alone. It is well run, witha dom- 
inant presence in the North- 
east It may have thought that 
it had no choice but to de-mu- 
tualise and the five-year pro- 
tection against being taken over 
if it floats would give it breath- 
ing space. But B&W is differ- 
ent In the past, it has been 
burdened by debt and is still not 
very focused." 


Tunnel 
‘ahead’ of 
ferries as 
duty-free 
sales rise 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 


J 

Channel funn el operator Eu- 
rotunnel claimed yesterday to 
be winning the war with the; 


that passenger figures in ] 
rose 31 per cent | 

The debt-laden company said 
its duty-free price cuts were be^ 
hind the rise, though ferry ojv 
erator P&O hit back with its 
own figures also showing a big 
rise in passengers. 

The rare piece of good ne^us 
for Eurotunnel helped lift 


shares 3p to 66 p, after the price 
had hit several new lows in the 


past weeks. P&Ofefl 5p to 516p. 

Analysts said that Eurotun- 
nel's commercial success was no 
longer in doubt and that oper 7 
ating revenues would continue 
to grow. } 

However, the cash being 
erated was insignificant against 
the £ 8 bn of debts, currently tM 
subject of refina 0 dng.talks.wi 9 
Eurotunnel’s 225 banks.; 

Eurotunnel said the increase - 
in passengers on its Le Shuttiq 
was due in part to its duty-free 
price cuts, which the company 
estimates has brought in 20 
per cent additional traffic. ~ 
Sir Alastair Morton, Eun> 
tunnel co-chairman, has been 
incensed by what he claims is 
the ferry companies’ ability tp 
use on-board duty-free sales 
a subsidy. 

Eurotunnel’s price cats were 
an attempt to stop the attrac- 
tion of ferry companies* booze 
cruises, a strategy the Channel 
tunnel operator says is working. 
The company is forecasting 
that it will carry up to 150,000 
passengers in the four days 


over the crucial Easter holiday. 

id's 


P&O rejected Eurotunnel's 
claims, producing figures for lasl 
weekend that showed vehicle^ 
numbers up 26 percent and pas- 
sengers up 10 per cent on its 
Dover-Calais route. “These fig-! 
ures speak for themselves,” a; 
spokeswoman said. “We are 
increasing our businesses well” 
First-quarter Le Shuttle 
tourist traffic figures were up 
1 17 per cent compared with the 
first quarter of 1995, as Euro- 
tunnel increased capadty. An 
increase of 121 per cent was 
achieved over the same peri- 
od for Le Shuttle Freight. Eu- 
rotunnel said the record figures 
for March were proof of the 
growing strength of Le Shuttle. 


BA loses 
award of 
quality 
standard 


British Airways has suffered an 
embarrassing and potentially 
costly blow after the British 
Standards Institute withdrew 
the quality accreditation for its 
Heathrow cargo business, 
writes Michael Harrison. 

The move followed a two- 
day audit by BSI inspectors 
which brought to light a series 
of weaknesses in management 
and control systems at the 
airport. 

The inspectors are under- 
stood to have discovered that 
goods were being mislocated or 
incorrectly documented and 
that BA. beaded by Robert 
Ayiing, was failing to put cor- 
rective measures In place fol- 
lowing customer complaints. 

BAs total cargo business is 
worth £5 18m a year and in 1995 
it handled 666,000 tonnes of 
freight, making it by far tbe 
biggest haulier of freight by air 
in the UK. 

A spokeswoman for the BSI 
confirmed that the accredita- 



Rob Ayiing: Head of BA, which intends to regain the ISO 


tion - known as ISO 9002 -had 
been withdrawn from BA but 
would not comment specifically 
on the case. 

However, she added: “There 
would have had to be some 
major non -conformities in BAs 
procedure for us to have taken 
this action. It is not good for 
business because it shows that 
the company is not adhering to 
high levels of quality." 

A BA spokesman told the 
specialist trade magazine 
International Freighting Weekly 
that it intended to regain the 


ISO standard within six 
months 

“We are taking our busi- 
ness through a significant 
change programme and we 
are experiencing similar prob- 
lems to other major organisa- 
tions which have undertaken 
this level of process re-engi- 
neering,” the spokesman 
added. 

“This, coupled with the high 
volume of cargo we are 
handling through an outdated 
facility has obviously had an 
impact on our performance." 


£77bn takeover deals 
point to a record 1996 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

Business New Editor 


Records for takeovers and 
mergers on both sides of the 
Atlantic are set to be broken 
again this year. More than 
Sl09bn (£71 bn) of deals were 
struck in the US and almost 
£ 6 bn worth of takeovers were 
completed in the UK in the first 
quarter of 1996. 

The frenetic activity in tbe US 
this week, which saw almost 
$36m of deals struck, has 
silenced even the strongest cyn- 
ics on Wall Street. 

“We're in a cycle where 
everyone is convinced that big- 
ger is better,” Mort Pierce, an 
attorney specialising in mergers 
at the law firm of Dewey Bal- 
i amine, said. 

The second quarter of the 
year began with a bang on 
Monday when three block- 
buster deals were announced 
within a few hours of each 
other. They were SBC Com- 
munications’ $23.Sbn acquisi- 
tion of Pacific Telesis Group, 
Aetna Life and Casualty's 
$8.9bn purchase of US Health- 


care, and Allegheny Ludlum's 
$32bn pact to buy Telcdyne. 
While takeover activity in the 
UK pales into comparison with 
that in the US, there are strong 
signs that 1996 will be a record- 
breaking year. 

Philip Healey, editor of Ac- 
quisitions Monthly , said: “It was 
evident at the end of the first 
quarter when the £ 8 .Sbn total 
value of UK deals contrasted 
with the £15.8bn, which in- 
cluded the £9.1bn Glaxo Wel- 
come deal, that only one 
mega-deal would be needed 
during the remaining nine 
months to put 1996 in reach of 
1 995 's all-time high." 

He added that ‘That now 
looks a distinct possibility” with 
BT and Cable & Wireless head- 
ing towards a £35bn merger. 

Top adviser on UK deals this 
year is UBS, which completed 
five deals worth £4.4bn in the 
first quarter of 1996. Mr Healey 
said: “It will be interesting to see 
whether UBS will hold leading 
positions in the league tables in 
the months ahead and, if it does, 
whether this will be a result of 
it capitalising on the continuing 


problems at SBC Warburg.” 

On Wall Street dealers are 
convinced that many more deals 
are on the way, especially in the 
telecommunications sector, 
where recent federal legislation 
has broken down previous bar- 
riers to corporate combina- 
tions. 

“The pace is as heavy as it was 
last year. It might even be heav- 
ier, especially in the large deal 
area," Don Smith, merger ex- 
pert at Los Angeles-based in- 
vestment bank Houlihan Lokey 
Howard & Zukin, said. 

There were widespread mar- 
ket rumours this week of more 
big deals being imminent Spec- 
ulation surrounded BaDy Enter- 
tainment Corp, which was 
viewed as a possible target of 
Hilto n Hotels Corporation or 
ITT The three firms have de- 
clined comment. The burst of 
merger activity this week came 
even as Wall Street was still as- 
sessing record first-quarter data. 

Another indication that the 
pace is unlikely to slow came 
this week from Lehman Broth- 
ers Holdings, which announced 
a shuffling of its top officers. 
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13 executives 
on board US 
jet in Croatia 


DAVID USBORNE 

New 'fork 


As Washington grieved the loss 
of Ron Brown, the US Com- 
merce Secretary, in Wednes- 
day' s crash of a US airforce jet 
in Croatia, corporate America 
was similarly in shock yesterday 
over the loss on board of 13 se- 
nior executives from companies 
that included AT&T and the US 
unit of ABB Asea Brown Bovcri 
The men, mostly in their 
fifties and from the highest 
echelons of their companies. 


were accompanying Mr Brown 
on a meticulously planned trade 


mission to the Balkans aimed at 
giving American companies a 
head start on contracts to assist 
in tbe rebuilding of the re- 
gion’s ravaged infrastructure. 

The tragedy was expected to 
spur many companies to re- 
consider their own safety guide- 
lines for allowing executives to 
fly around the world. Many 
US corporations already forbid 
more than a small number of 
their managers to fly at the same 


time on a single plane. 
The crash stands i 


— out because 
it killed executives from so 
many different companies. 
There have been aviation acci- 
dents in recent years that have 
bit individual companies, such 
as the deaths of Frank Wells, of 
Walt Disney in 1994, and of 
three executives working for 
Donald Trump in 1989. 

As news of the disaster 
reached the US on Wednesday, 
there was confusion for a while 
as to who exactly had been 
among the passengers. There 
were at least two cases of ex- 
ecutives who were meant to lake 
the flight but did not 
The youngest of those from 
the business world who perished 
was Paul Cushman, 35, who was 
appointed two years ago as the 
chief executive of the interna- 



tional division of Rig gs Bank, 
based in Washington DC 

The AT&T executive was 
named as tt&Jter Murphy, 52, 
who was vice president of global 
sales for the company's sub- 
marine division. Mr Murphy 
was one of AT&T’s most expe^ 
rienced employees in rebuilding 
telephone communications sys- 
tems almost from scratch. 

Robert Donovan. 54, was 
president and chief executive of 
the Connecticut-based US sub- 
sidiary of ABB of Sweden, 
which is expected to be in- 
volved in building new power- 
generating plans in Bosnia and 
Croatia. Mr Donovan was also 
a veteran of the Vietnam war. 

Leonard Pieroni, 57, was 
president and chief executive of 
the Parsons Corporation, one of 
America's largest engineering 
design companies, based in 
Pasadena, California. Parsons 
was heavily involved in Kuwait 
after the GuIfVfer. 

Also on board was Donald 
Temer, 56, president of the 
Bridge Housing Corporation, 
well-known in America for its 
work in buDding low-cost bous- 
ing. Paying tribute to Mr Tem- 
er, Senator Dianne Feinstein 
said he was a “legend in San 
Francisco and California for his 
innovations in the development 
of affordable housing”. 

. Among others who lost their 
lives was Robert Whittaker, 48. 
chairman of the Foster Wheel- 
er Corporation, which makes en- 
ergy equipment; Claudio Elia, 
53. chairman of Water Tech- 
nologies Corporation; and John 
Scoville, 64, chairman of ther 
Hmza Engineering Company. 

There were also several senior 
members from the Commerce 
Department, including an as- 
sistant secretary, Charles Meiss- 
ner, and a journalist covering 
the mission. He was N athani el 
Nash, of the Afeiv York Tunes. 
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'During trie boom of 
trie 1980s, housing 
was a one-way bet 
and buyers snapped 
up properties in the 
certain knowledge 
that the value of their 
investment would rise, 
in the cautious 1990s 
the recovery is much 
more fragmented’ 


« 
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A housing recovery, but not as we know it 
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JJ225 f °L? 9961 mort && rates are at their 
lowest for 30 years and albeit modest tax cuts 
are helping top up the feel better factor. 

Job insecurity and the savaging house 
pnces have taken for the last six vears are 
undoubtedly drag factors. But although the 
negative equity trap is wide, it is also shal- 
low. meaning that it would only take a mod- 
est recovery in prices to lift the heads of 
many homeowners above water. 

Activity in the housing market is undoubt- 
edly on the increase with the Royal Institute 


of Chartered Surveyors reporting a 10% rise 
in viewings and valuations this year. What 
this has not yet fed through to is a com- 
mensurate jump in actual transactions. Nor 
is it necessarily likely to. If we are seeing a 
housing recovery at last, it is one which dif- 
fers fundamentally from those of the pasL 
During the boom of the 1980s housing was 
a ope way bet and buyers snapped up prop- 
erties indiscriminately in the certain knowl- 
edge that the value of their investment 
would rise. In the cautious 1990s, the recov- 
ery in the market is more fragmented, so 
much so that house values and saleability can 
vary wildly from street to street 
That is because sanity has returned and 
a home is now seen as somewhere to live not 
something to make a living out of. There is 
a great prize at stake here if homeowners can 
be lifted out of their collective sulk by a 
recovery in the housing market that is sus- 
tainable and Don-inflationa ry and achieved, 
moreover, without any direct support mea- 
sures, The Chancellor must be preying it 
arrives in time for him to take the bow. 

Tesco looks like 
extending its lead 

O n first reading, Tesco's “help you out” 
campaign to raise the standards of ser- 
vice in its stores to new peaks of perfection 
shows Britain’s ' 
again taking the 


leading supermarket group 
e high ground in (he battle 


for the high street. The 4,500 jobs it has cre- 
ated win do its image as an employer no bairn 
while the army of baggers and carriers it has 
recruited to pamper the customer may step 
up the pressure on competitors. 

These are hardly high quality jobs. 
Hourly rates of £3.85 to £4.16 are some way 
better than those offered by the “McJobs” 
which are the much -criticised norm in the 
fast-food trade. None the less, these are low 
tech, part time positions. Britain's deregu- 
lated labour market has yet to prove it can 
create much else by way of employment. 
Still, a job is a job. and plenty of people will 
be glad to have them. 

Meanwhile, the company's attempts to 
paint its new initiative as a huge advance in 
customer service loses some credibility when 
set against the competition. Indeed, In 
terms of what it is spending and bow many 
are being pressed to the task, Tesco may be 
merely catching up with its rivals. Given that 
the other three groups are already offering 
similar services, customer assistants at Tfesco 
are going to have to work especially hard to 
differentiate their service from the rest. 

It also remains undear whether the super- 
markets’ new emphasis on service can ever 
have the same impact on sales that the ear- 
lier, highly effective price-cutting campaigns 
had. British consumers undoubtedly like 
good value, they may be more wary about 
the importation to the UK of American-style 
bonhomie. Still, Tbsco is plainly working 
overtime to main rain the ever widening gap 


it has opened up with its main rival, J Sains- 
bury. Moreover, Tfesco remains well ahead 
of the game on IT and efficiency. These 
g ai n s are of themselves probably capable of 
absorbing the annual £100m cost of the corn- 
patty’s customer care strategy, of which yes- 
terdays initiative will cost £20m. If the extra 
sales do materialise, it wfli all be icing on the 
cake. If Sainsbmy doesn’t pull something 
remarkable out of the bat soon, which in turn 
will probably require management change 
of a much more dramatic nature than has 
been seen to date, then Tbsco looks to extend 
its lead weD into the next centuiy. 

Rentokil may be able 
to bluff it out 

T o tweak or not to tweak - that is the ques- 
tion facing Clive Thompson, chief ex- 
ecutive of Rentokil tills weekend as his bid 
for BET enters the final furlong. Raising the 
bid by just a little - say lOp to 15p a share - 
would almost certainly secure success. But 
he might just get away with it even if be does 
nothing. BET’S big four shareholders, M & 
G, Prudential, Tbreadneadle and Fidelity, 
are urging BETs John Clark to seek an 
agreed deal, in the hope of securing better 
terms. But with the aibs now sitting on well 
over 20 per cent of the stock, Rentokil will 
be sorely tempted to bluff it ouL 
On record and strategy alone, Mr Thomp- 
son plainly deserves to win hands down. Bor- 


ing may well be the word that best describes 
this takeover tussle, but it is dearly not a con- 
dition Mr Thompson suffers from. For four- 
teen years, way beyond the boredom thresh- 
old of most chief executives, Mr Thompson 
has trudged into Rentokil and every day he 
seems to find a new challenge in this dis- 
tinctly un glamourous mix of pest control. 
Lropical plants, office cleaning and motor- 
bike courier group of businesses. Since he 
arrived, £3.4bn has been added to Rcntokfl’s 
stock market value and earnings have 
soared, year in, year out. 

Mr Cork, by contrast, has been at BET 
just four years, insufficient to establish the 
sort of high performance culture of success 
enjoyed by Rentokil but long enough to do 
more than be has done in establishing a 
viable strategy for BETs equally dull col- 
lection of service businesses. Mr Clark did 
a great job rescueing BET from the finan- 
cial abyss into which it was sinking. But as 
his share price atests. he hasn't done much 
else. Ignore this bid and the share price 
wouldn’t be very different from the level it 
was at when Mr Clark arrived in 1992. 

Just a little more time. Mr Dark protests, 
the refrain of ail executives caught in slum- 
ber fty a hostile takeover bid. If time isn't on 
his side, money certainly seems to be. When 
Mr Clark flies back to the US. his company 
lost to Rentokil, it will be with a cool £5m 
in his back pocket, courtesy of a three year 
rolling contract and various performance 
related bonuses. 



Upmarket offering: Joseph Wan, chief executive, outside Harvey Nichols yesterday Photograph: Edward Webb 


Poon to triple investment 
with Harvey Nichols float 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Dickson Poon, the Hong Kong 
businessman who bought Har- 
vey Nichols for £50m in 1991, 
will triple the value of his in- 
vestment when Princess Di- 
ana's favourite store comes to 
the market this month. Back in 
profit, and about to embark on 
an ambitious expansion into the 
provinces, Harvey Nicks is ex- 
pected to be worth up to £150m. 

Issuing its pathfinder pros- 
pectus yesterday, the company 
promised potential investors 
that it would resist attempts to 
popularise its upmarket brand 
name. Joseph Wan. chief exec- 
utive, said he had turned down 
requests from BAA, the airport 
operator, to open stores at 
Heathrow and Gatwick. 

“We are always totally mind- 
ful of doing only the best of the 
best and preserving the brand 
name. I want to take the brand 


even more upmarket,” Mr Wan 
added 

Dickson Concepts, the vehi- 
cle through which Mr Poon ac- 
quired the shares, plans to 
place 49.9 per cent at 240p-270p 
a share. At that level, he will 
more titan recoup h is original 
investment and still retain ma- 
jority control of the company. 

Mr Poon bought Harvey 
Nichols in the depths of the re- 
cession when it was loss-mak- 
ing. He has since turned it 
round and profits of £9.1m are 
expected for the year to March 
just ended That would repre- 
sent a 50 per cent increase on 
the previous year. 

Harvey Nichols is coining to 
the market at a time when the 
group is planning a number of 
new investments. These indude 
a new store in Leeds in the au- 
tumn and a restaurant at the 
newly refurbished Oxo building 
on the south bank of the 
Thames in London. 


Mr Wan said the company 
also planned to increase the 
profits of the flagship Knights- 
bridge store and to develop a 
string of regional outlets in 
large dries and more stand- 
along restaurants. There are 
proposals to create a wholesale 
fashion business that would at- 
tempt to set up exclusive dis- 
tribution deals with top fiahion 
names such as Calvin Klein 
and Ralph Lauren. 

He countered fears that the 
group might be expanding too 
quickly: “We are an ambitious 
group and want to grow our 
business, but we will not run be- 
fore we can walk.” No other 
provindal stores will be opened 
until 1999 when the success of 
the Leeds pilot store will have 
been established. 

Of restaurants, Mr Win said: 
“We will select only unique lo- 
cations with excellent food and 
quality of service. Why should 
it not succeed?" 


Harvey Nichols' main store is 
expected 10 benefit from an im- 
provement in the retail climate 
in the UK. However, the com- 
pany believesthat even without 
improving trading conditions 
profits can be improved by rais- 
ing sales space and density and 
by maximising the balance be- 
tween own bought products 
and concessions. 

The valuation of £132m- 
£148 Jim was in line with ana- 
lysts’ expectations, although 
some suggested this was a little 
expensive at a pricc/caniings ra- 
tio of around 24 against a feLail 
sector average of about 18.5. 

Mr Wan dismissed that con- 
cern, saying Harvey Nichols 
should be compared' with oth- 
er top stores in the sector rather 
than the average, and that on 
this basis the ratio was reason- 
able. He said the House of Fras- 
er traded on a p/'e of 24 while 
Liberty' was value at 26 times 
earnings and Next at 22. 


In Brief 


• Daiwa Bank New York branch’s former general manager plead- 
ed guilty to helping the bank conceal a $1.1 bn trading loss from 
US' bank regulators after a trader confessed to them in July. 
Masahiro Tsuda pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to de- 
fraud the US Federal Reserve Board at a hearing in New York. 
He said he was following orders from his supervisors and that 
Japan's .Ministry of Finance wanted to delay reporting the losses. 
Tsuda was charged last November on the same day that a fed- 
eral grand jury indicted Osaka-based Daiwa Bank on charges of 
covering up the Sl.lbn loss that its head government bond trad- 
er in New York, Toshihide Iguchi, amassed during 12 years. 

• Metallgesellschaft is not ruling out an out of court settlement 
with its former chief executive officer, Heinz Schimmelbusch, 
according to company' spokesman Andreas Martin. He said this 
would be acceptable to the company provided Mr Schimmelbusch 
accepted responsibility for oil-trading related losses incurred at 
the company during his tenure in 1992-1993. The company sued 
Mr Schimmelbusch for Dm25m (£llm)in damages last year, with 
the suit still pending in Frankfurt. 


• More than 100 dealers have been ordered to man currency, 
bond and equity desks today in the event of USemplc^entsra- 
tisnes causing a repeat of last month s dive 

SBC Warburg and Kleinwort Benson, and HSBC all said they had 
taken the precaution of calling staff in for the day. 

• Total insured losses from catastrophes in the US lastyear have 
keen estimated at $Z5bn (£1.6bn) the third worst mhrstoty Win- 
ter storms were responsible to the large amount of daims^ aid 
the American Insurance Services Group, whose Property Claim 
Services uni t compiles the figures. 


ue Paribas said its Courcoux-Bouvet brokerage unit has 
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Incentives fail 


to get new cars 
on to the roads 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

New UK car sales fell again last 
month as private buyers con- 
tinued to shun the market de- 
spite massive incentives and 
promotional schemes run by 
manufacturers. 

Sales fell 0.87 per cent in 
March to 180275, from 181,849 
in same month last year, with 
fleet sales recording a 3.9 per 
cent gain, according to the So- 
ciety of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders. 

Roger King. SMMT director, 
said: “Once again these figures 
reveal growth in the fleet and 
business sector, wholly offset by 
the decline in private purchas- 
ing.” Private ales fell 6.6 per 
cent, a decline which Mr King 
said was a cause for concern. 

Ian Shepherdson, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC, said that man- 
ufacturers were raising car 
prices above the level of infla- 
tion. “The trend in sales does 
now seem to be downwards in 
contrast to the recent im- 
provement in the housing mar- 
ket and retail sales,” he said. 

“The problem with new cars 
is almost certainly that, as the 
Retail Motor Indnstiy said last 


week, they are too expensive. 
Prices have risen by 4 per cent 
over the past year. Sales will 
therefore continue to struggle 
this year.” 

Mr King said that the recent 
reports that UK and European 
car prices were higher than 
those in the US were “ mis- 
leading” as they were not com- 
paring like with like. 

“The reports have done noth- 
ing to build consumer confi- 
dence, which can only be 
encouraged by both manufac- 
turers and retailers working to- 
gether,” he said. 

New car registrations for the 
first quarter were up LOS per 
cent at 531,049 compared with 
525,364 in January to March 
1995. Ford remained the clear 
market leader, selling 35J34 
cars in the month for a 19.71 per 
cent market share, although this 
was down from 21212 per cent a 
year earlier. General Motors’ 
Vauxbail division was in second 
place with 28,006 registrations, 
15.54 per cent of the total. 

Meanwhile, car fleet opera- 
tors yesterday launched a cam- 
paign to secure the abolition of 
separate delivery charges for 
cars and vans bought in the UK. 


BET rejects attack on 
pledge to lift dividend 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

BET fired another shot in fts de- 
fence against Rentokil yesterday 
amid growing speculation that 
the cnirent £1.9bnbid wfli have 
to be raised to secure victory. 

As the takeover battle be- 
come increasingly acrimonious. 
BET rejected attacks on its 
promises to raise hs dividend by 
issuing new infor mati on about 
debt levels, 

BETsaidihatasai 30 March 
its estimated net debt had fall- 
en to less than £60m, from 
£ll4m at 30 September last 
year. The company said iipaid, 
net of disposals. £65m C 2 sh on 
acquisitions and £3 9m in divi- 
dends Airing the whole of the 
last financial year. BET said it 


was reacting to Wednesday’s 
Rentokil statement questioning 
BETs ability to fund its in- 
creased dividend commitments 
and its acquisition programme. 

John dark, chief executive of 
BEX said: -Judging from its 
press release, Rentokil appears 
to have based its inadequate of- 
fer on an assumption that net 
debt amounted to more than 
£114m. The estimated level of 
less than £60m further demon- 
strates the utter inadequacy of 
Rentokfl's offer.” 

Rentokil defended its claims. 
Clive Thompson, chief execu- 
tive, said: “The simple fact is 
thaL despite BETs claims to be 
cash-generative, it is not. It has 
negative cash flow and its cash 
position is deteriorating.” 


2 for 1 Eurostar offer with 

^INDEPENDENT 


W e are offering readers of The 
Independent and the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday a superb 2 for 1 
offer on day return trips with Eurostar, 
for only £125. When you pay for one 
standard day return ticket at £125, to 
either Paris, Lille or Brussels, you will 
get another to the same value, free. 

Eurostar is a service provided 
together by the railways of Britain, 
France and Belgium. Simply sit back, 
relax and in just over three hours you 
can travel from city centre to city cen- 
tre, through the Channel Tunnel. 

Travel to Paris and discover the 
splendour of the Sacre Coeur Basilica 
and the Notre Dame Cathedral; the 
richness of the Louvre Museum; the 
vibrancy of the Champs Elysees and 
the sheer scale of toe awe inspiring Eif- 
fel Tower. 

Or why not visit Lille, the former 
capital of French Flanders. It offers a 
rich collection of architectural curiosi- 
ties including the pentagonal Citadel 
fortress built by Vauban, and many 
enticing restaurants dotted around 
the city. Brussels holds plentiful attrac- 
tions, ranging from hikoric sights to 
superb restaurants, stylish shops and 
cafes. 

If you would like to stay a little 
longer in either Paris or Brussels, then 
you can make use of our second offer. 
With our Short Break, you can stay in 
a small, friendly hotel, right in the 
heart of Paris or Brussels. 

Prices start from £109 per person 
and include one nights accommoda- 
tion (sharing a twin or double room); 
continental breakfast; return Eurostar 
travel and local taxes. 

All the hotels have private facilities 



with easy access to either the metro or 
public transport. For Brussels, there 
are mid-week supplements for three 
and four star hotels upwards, from £8 
per person per night Listed on this 
page are details of the hotels. 

How to Qualify 

Simply collect four differently num- 
bered tokens from the seven we will be 


printing until Saturday 6 April. On 
Wednesday 3 April we printed an 
application form which you must com- 
plete and send with your tokens. Today 
we are printing Token 6; Token 7 will 
be printed in tomorrow’s Independent 

How to Book 

To book your Eurostar 2 for 1 day 
return trip to either Paris, Lille or 
Brussels, simply call 0345 660420 (9am 
- 5pm Mon-Sun). Your travel arrange- 
ments will be checked and the book- 
ing price confirmed. You wfli be asked 
to pay by cheque/credit card to Euro- 
pean Passenger Services Limited. If 
you are paying by cheque you will be 
given details of where to send your 
cheque to. Your four tokens and appli- 
cation form should be sent to: Inde- 
pendent/Eurostar. PO Box 4AP, Lon- 
don W1A4AP. 

lb book your Short Break to either 
Paris or Brussels, simply select the 
hotel at which you would like to stay, 
then call 01233 646181 (9am - 5.30pm 
Mon-Fri). Your hotel availability and 
travel arrangements will be checked 
and the booking price confirmed. You 
will be asked to pay by cheque/credit 
card to Swinards. Your four tokens, 
application form and cheques should 
be sent to: Independent/Swinards UK 
Ltd. 26a Bank Street, Ashford, Kent 
TN231BA. 

Bookings for both our offers can be 
made from 3 April - 10 May 1996. 
Travel is available from 29 April - 3 
June 1996. Terms and Conditions are 
as previously published and are avail- 
able upon request. 


| Hotel Name 

Grade 

Short Break 

•cost per person,' 

Extra Night 

(cost per person.) 

PARIS: 

'Baccarat'" /-l 

.- 2 


£33 ■ 

Royal Navarin 

2 

£109 

£33 


72- 


£33 

Chevemy 

3 

£129 

£44 


73 77::.;' ':L232|L 77.; . •: 

£44 

Cusset 

3 (superior) 

£139 

£54 

Brabant ■■■■■•• ; 

3 (superior! ‘ 

‘£13§ • • 

£54 

The Garden Elysee 

4 

£155 

£70 


• 4 {supero# , 


BRUSSELS: 




The Cascade . __ 

• 2 

£109 

£36 

The Vendome 

3 

£119 

£42 

Ihe&dftrt. . 

4__ 


£46 „ 



u ro star 
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Radical surgery revives McAlpine 


• • > 


McAlpine had warned in January that 
its decision to pul! out of traditional 
open tender bunding work would send 
it plunging into foe red. It was no sur- 
pnse yesterday, therefore, that when 
it announced die figures the shares 
should edge 4p higher to 178p. 

There was relief that the company, 
no stranger to banana skins, should 
have delivered as promised and in- 
vestors have started to study the 
potential benefits of the focus on 
housebuilding, cwfl engineering and 
partnership work. 

Results for the year to December 
confirmed the need for something 
radical to be done to allow McAlpine 
to create value for shareholders once 
again rather than eating it up, which 
as the chart shows, has been its main 
achievement over the past five years. 

The pre-tax loss of £23. 5m was 
struck after a £34. 7m exceptional 
write-off to cover losses from the dis- 
continued building businesses of £73m 
and the £27.4m cost of shutting them 
down with the loss of 650 jobs. Despite 
the collapse at the earnings per share 
line, the dividend was maintained at 7p 
as a sign of confidence that the comer 
has finally been turned. 

Certainly there is evidence that the 
housing market is beginning to pick up 
after a dismal second half to last year 
snuffed out the green shoots that 
most builders experienced in the first 
three months of 1995. An improvement 
is badly needed as last year's rise in av- 
erage selling price was not enough to 
offset rising costs elsewhere and op- 
erating profits slipped from £l7.9m in 
the 14 months to December 1994 to just 
£11.5 m, a 2.6 percentage points drop 
in the margin to 7 per cenL 

Civil engineering also had a tough 
time of it as the Government cut back 
on its road spending plans and the com- 
pany took the sensible view that a lot 
of the work it had previously tendered 
for was not worth the candle. A col- 
lapse in the order book to a profitable 
rump of prospective work should 
mean that results start to improve. 

Elsewhere, the formation of a spe- 
cial projects division to chase work such 
as football stadia and other leisure op- 
portunities where McAlpine has a 
competitive advantage makes good 
sense. Profits from America of £3.4m 
may not sound a big return on sales of 
£102m, but it is twice as much as last 
year and the order book is improving. 

McAlpine is far from out of the 
woods yet but, almost alone in Lbe in- 
dustry, it has taken some courageous 
decisions in the past few months, de- 
spite consistent sniping from its own 
shareholders. Pre-tax profits of maybe 
£lX5m this year and £15m next tune 
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put the shares on a prosective p/e ra- 
tio of 16 falling to 13. Given the bal- 
ance between recovery potential and 
the uncertainty still hanging over the 
industry that is reasonable. 


Shake-up costs 
hurt Norcros 


Michael Doherty, chairman of Norcros, 
has lived a charmed life. Arriving in 
1988, the year after the mini -con- 
glomerate escaped a £570m bid from 
WfllianK, Mr Doherty’s brief was to give 
some direction to a group which had 
lost its way after a bout of over-ex- 
pansion had left it bloated and direc- 
tionless. But despite almost continuous 
restructuring in the intervening period, 
the shares have tumbled from over 40Qp 
to just 85p, up Ip yesterday. 

After eight years in the job, Mr Do- 
herty is relinquishing his executive 
duties, although he will remain chair- 
man. The executive reins are being 
handed on to Joe Matthews, head of 
the group's ceramics division, to reflect 


the new focus on that business. Two 
new directors are also being appointed 
from within Norcros to replace recent 
departures, including Nicholas Kelsafl, 
who moves up from his position as fi- 
nance director of the H&R Johnson 
Tiles business to take on the same role 
at group level. 

This less than full-blooded reshuf- 
fle at die top was accompanied by news 
that the slow unwinding of Norcros is 
becoming Tnrrfta^tngly p ainf ul. The 
group revealed that it will be forced to 
take a £5 3m charge in its results to 
March to cover restructuring in parts 
of its print and packaging division, 
along with the costs of moving the bead 
office closer to its new core, the ce- 
ramics operation and Triton showers. 

The (marge is bad news for hard- 
pressed diareholdars who were told last 
June that they could expect to receive 
some direct value from the sale or de- 
merger of the division. The restruc- 
turing has been made necessary by a 
disappointing performance in print and 

packaging last year, particularly the Au- 
totype and Noiprint offshoots. Esti- 
mates for the division's worth, which 
varied from £l00m-£150m last year, are 
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coming back to nearer the bottom end 
of the range. It is not at all dear 
whether a Norcros pared back to tiles 
and showers, both of which are oper- 
ating in highly competitive markets, 
would attract a bid But, standing at 
around their break-up value, the 
shares are probably stifl worth hold- 
ing, with the chance of a special divi- 
dend payout once the print and 
packaging sales are completed 

Hornby’s profits 
still off track 


Hornby's profits were derailed in the 
12 months to December, a reflection 
of one of the company’s most turbu- 
lent periods since it first started de- 
lighting children (and their fathers) in 
1920. Dutifully bowing to the latest 
stock market fashion for focused busi- 
nesses, Hornby has pulled out of pow- 
erboats- a wise decision given the total 
lack of synergy with the main business, 
but it came at a cost. 

The disposal of Fletcher Boats to 
Kevin Leach, the Jersey-based entre- 
preneur, crystallised a £4.1m loss 
which blew a hole in otherwise pretty 
respectable profits. After the one-off 
charge, last year's £950,000 profit re- 
versed into a £3 .8m loss. There was no 
dividend because a change in year end 
means the payout will be announced 
along with 15-month figures to the end 
of March. 

Behind all the red ink, sales of 
Hornby's core products, which as well 
as the model trains, include Scalextric 
slot racing cars and Niktoo Radio Con- 
trol, increased by 16 per cent. Profits 
from the continuing operations moved 
ahead smartly from £1.06m to £133m. 

That was offset by a £379,000 loss 
from Fletcher and the imported toy 
business which is also being discon- 
tinued. Completing the clear out was 
a £694,009 charge to cover a write-off 
on a 10 per cent investment in San 
Francisco Toymakers and a £280,000 
red undancy charge. 

Having cleared the decks opera- 
tionally and in the boardroom (the 
company is still in dispute over the res- 
ignation of former chief executive 
Keith Ness), the stage has been set for 
a recovery in Hornby's fortunes and 
could arguably open the way for a bid. 

In an increasingly consolidated toy 
market it is not completely apparent 
that Hornby has the commercial clout 
to compete with the Mattels and Has- 
bios of this world. Having doubled in 
value over the past year, the shares, un- 
changed at 192p, are high enough. 


Ostrich crisis follows hot 

on the hooves of mad cow 


You've had the mad cow dis- 
ease scare, now comes the 
crisis in the ostrich industry. 
The Ostrich Fanning Corpo- 
ration of Mansfield is being 
wound up by the official re- 
ceiver on orders from the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry. . 

The company has raised 
millions of pounds from in- 
vestors by advertising a 
scheme selling ostriches as an 
investment opportunity. 
However, they are not re- 
garded as investments by the 
regulators, and therefore had 
to be shut down, aitbongh no 
investors have lost money. 

The receivers win be in 
control pending a winding-up 
petition on 8 May. Unfortu- 
nately it would now seem the 
corporation will no longer be 
able to contribute to a “tight- 
ening up" of the industry’s 
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code of ethics - which it 
called for in this very Diary a 
month ago. 

Sick and tired of hearing 
whiney complaints on the 
phone at work? Do you ever 
wish that irritating callers 
would use more dulcet tones? 
Now your dream can come 
true with the “Encore*’ phone 
headset by Plantronics of 
l Swindon. 

By tiie mere flick of a 
switch on the headset the 
user can select “a fuller, rich- 
l er tone - or revert to normal 
telephone tone if the caller is 
too high-pitched”. A 
monaural set (with soand in 
i one ear) starts at around 
£86.95 while binaural sets 
kick off at £10635. Other ver- 
sions are planned including 
four more “noise cancelling” 
models. The possibilities are 
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Ever since 1844 the Equity & Law name has been part and 
pared of Lincoln’s Inn Fields in central London (above). The 
name of the Insurance company founded by lawyers from the 
area, even survived the sale of the company in 1988 to a giant 
French company AXA, to become AXA Equity & Law. Next 
year the British bit of the name will at last be scrapped, leav- 
ing AXA Life, aitbongh the UK bead office wiD remain in Un- 
coin's Inn Fields. The old E&L was hugely popular with 
independent advisers, part of the reason tbe French 

bought it, and now the company feels enough people recog- 
nise tbe AXA. name over here. So what does AXA stand for? 
Nothing in particular; according to the company, it’s just a 
modern sounding, internationally acceptable name. 


endless. How about a set that 
screens out calls from the. 
bank manager? 

The people at Hebufan are 
worried. Not enough. City 
people have applied for a 
chance to receive the 
Heineken Export “Wildest 
Dreams” sabbatical bursary - 
worth £25,000. Entries have 
to be in by 26 April and the 
winner announced in June. 

Applicants must describe 
the wud journey they have in 
mind - paddling up the Zam- 
bezi, say, or hiking through 
Peru. Heineken is worried 
that one of its core markets 
for strong lager- young chaps 
in the City - make up only 3, 
per cent of applicants so far. * 

Which means you lot mrst 
either be working too harm m 
something like the Rail trade - 
privatisation, Or are still 
sleeping off a hangover. 

Oxford won the Veterans 
Boat Race against Cambridge 
yesterday - with a work rate 
only 7-5 per cenr below what 
the youngsters are expected 
to expend on Saturday in the 
real thing The over-35s race 
was a huge success, with only 
half-a- length dividing the 
boats as they completed half 
the usual race distance, from 
University Stone to Hammer- 
smith Pier. 

“Its a veiy, very fast time.'’ 
said one expert “A number of 
the crew are in early retir- 
ment so they have time to 
train.” Their work rates were 
calculated earlier using a 
Concept II Etgometer, a 
cross between a rowing ma- 
chine and an instrument of 
torture (for the unfit that is.) 

Most of the veteran Cam- 
bridge crew were merchant 
bankers. Perhaps those lunch- 
es slowed them down a bit 

Even Barry Bateman, Fideli- 
ty’s managing director, will be 
at work today - it is the last 
chance for PEP applications * . 
in the current tax year. Get *"■. 
your Tessa money in now. 







Thomson and GEC join in sonar venture 
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Alain Gomez: Resigned 

from Thomson-CSF 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

Thomson-CSF of France and 
GEC-Maxconi, the main 
defence unit of British engi- 
neering conglomerate General 
Electric, are pooling their three 
existing sonar-systems busi- 
nesses. The move will create the 
world’s largest sonar company 
called Thomson Marconi 
Sonar, which would have annual 
sales of around £3 60m and 
3,500 workers. 

On grounds of national se- 


curity, both the UK and French 
governments have asked the 
European Commission not to 
study the deal. The govern- 
ments feel it “would not be 
appropriate for the military as- 
pects of the transaction to be no- 
tified to or considered by the EC 
Commission under the EC 
merger regulation,” a spokes- 
man for foe Department for 
Tfade and Industry said. 

The action by foe two gov- 
ernments makes use of article 
223 of foe EC Heaty which 


allows member states to protect 
their essential security interests 
in merger regulation. 

Tbe European Commission 
had no immediate comment cm 
foe request “The Commission 
has not yet received the request 
As soon as it gets more detailed 
information it will examine the 
issue with all necessary care,” a 
spokesman said. 

A spokesman for GEC said: 
“TMS will build on foe respec- 
tive strengths of its two share- 
holders to secure European 


and world market leadership in 
sonars.” 

Thomson Marconi Sonar will 
provide sonar systems, which 
use sound waves to track, chart 
and identify underwater activ- 
ity and installations, for surface 
ships, submarines, aircraft and 
mine warfare. 

The company will be owned 
50.1 per cent by Thomson and 
49.9 per cent by GEC- Marconi, 
and will have operating centres 
in France, Britain and Australia. 
Its international joint venture 


team will be based in France. 

Industry analysts welcomed 
the merger, calling it a tidy 
alliance following a confusing 
period for Anglo-French de- 
fence co-operation. 

In February, Thomson-CSF 
chairman Alain Gomez resigned 
in a row over the best method 
for developing Thomson-CSF. 
Newspapers reported at foe 
time (hat tbe Bench government 
forced him out because of his 
plans to strike a deal with GEC 
instead of a French partner. 
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First Choice, the third- largest 
tour operator in foe UK, said 
that there were signs that foe 
slow start to summer holiday 
bookings was showing signs of 
picking up, writes John Shep- 
herd. 

Despite an increase in sales 
in recent weeks, however, foe 
company said booking? to foe 
end of March were still down by 
17 per cent against last year. 

Michael Julien, chairman, 
yesterday told shareholders at 
the annual meeting: “We have 
slightly increased our market 
share for the season and al- 
I though our cumulative bookings 
| to date are down, our sales mix 
has benefited from successful j 
| product innovations.'' 

Mr Julien said the company | 
, was heartened by foe cautious 
approach of foe big operators 
. in reducing capacity to reflect 
1 lower demand in the early 
booking period. 

“This approach should ensure 
that, as demand returns, profit 
margins for simmer 1996 can 
return to a more satisfactory 
level than last year,” he added. 

The holiday companies suf- 
fered badly last year, principally 
because of over-optmnstic fore- 
casts by the industry on how 
many holidays could be sold and 
by the long, hot spell of weather 
in foe UK that fed to millions 
staying at home. 

Fizst Choice, with Airtours, 
has been making acquisitions 
abroad and at home to combat 
the problems in the UK. The 
company made three acquisi- 
tions last autumn, picking up 
SkiBound, foe remaining 50 
percent of Fiesta Wfest in Cana- 
da and foe business of JWT in 
Ireland. 

Mr Julien said SldBound and 
Fiesta West had traded well. 


• Cadbury Schweppes said its Trebor Bassett subsidiary had 
agreed to buy Portfolio Foods, foe sugar confectionery and pop- 
corn business that trades as Craven Keiller. Craven's brands in- 
clude Keiller and Butteririsl; it has two manufacturing sites in 
foe UK and employs about 700 people. Net assets at tbe end 
of March were £12m. 

• FirstBus said Colin Smith, one of its regional directors and 
one of the original members of foe buyout team from Grampian 
Transport, had decided to leave foe company to take up “long 
standing academic interests and other opportunities”. Hjs position 
as regional director for Scotland w ill be taken over by Robbie 
Duncan, who is currently foe commercial director. 

• Reckin & Column said it bad sold foe personal products di- 
vision of its VS subsidiary to JW Childs Associates for $I23m. 
In 1995 the division generated trading profits of about SlOm 
from sales of $1 10m. 

The net tangible assets of foe division amounted to $30m at , 
foe end of December. The proceeds are to be used by Reckitt 
to reduce debts. 

• Archer Group, the insurance broker, said its managing director 
Ralph Sharp had resigned his directorship of all group companies 
and was leaving foe group. The company said Sharp “has been 
considering foe changes which will occur in the Lloyd's Mar- 
ket in foe post reconstruction and renewal period and wishes 
to be free to pursue a number of opportunities which may arise 
at that time”. 

• United News & Media said it had appointed the following 
additional directors following the announcement on TUesday 
that the merger offers for MAI had been declared uncondi- 
tional: Sir James McKinnon, deputy chairman, Lord Hollick. 
chief executive, Charles Gregson, director of broking and in- 
formation, and Roger Laughton, director of broadcasting and 
entertainment. 

There were also three non-executive appointments: Richard 
Hooper, Sir Michael Lickiss, Christopher towel I and Geoffrey 
Uowin. 

i • Division Group, foe software house, has reached a deal with 
; EDS under which foe American company will resell the British 
1 company’s virtual reality software in a range of markets round 
, tbe world, including North America, Europe and the Far East. 

EDS, one of foe leading information services companies in 
foe world, includes most of the Fortune 500 companies among 
its client list. 

• Standard Chartered Bank’s stockbroking activities have been 
sold to Nava Finance, whose largest shareholder is foe Thai Mil- 
itary Bank. The consideration of £8.7m buys Standard's oper- 
ations in Hong Kong, Malaysia, China. Thailand, the UK and 
foe US. 

• Greenalls has bought Red Coral Developments, a compa- 
ny which owns five pub-restaurants, for £8.9m in cash. All five 
pubs, one of which has a lodge, are in Kent and will be oper- 
ated by Green alls’ Premier House division. 
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market report/shares 


Investors treated to Easter Parade of bid favourites 


Totoe surprise of many oh- 
«Wiheaocfc- maiketput, on 
£?. E** Parade with 
exciteme Dt sub- 

de^ Ui^h-ri h f expecled t0 
SSL the bids for Southern 

Electric and Midlands EJec- 

Uldty^r National power and 

rST 6 ?!*? the hnat ' was on for 
other likely targets. 

London Electricity, said to 
be in the sights of Thames Wa- 
ter, surged 20p to 793p -a 50p 
gm this week - and Ihrkshire 
Efectridty rose 15p to &57p, a 
44p improvement over the 
four days. 

Speculation continues of 
further US interest in the sec- 
tor and it is thought Yorkshire, 
currently making presenta- 
tions to its institutional in- 
vestors, is fearful of a 
transatlantic strike. 

Anticipating bid clearances. 
NP gained 5p to 492p and PG 
6-5p to 549j5p. 


The bid excitement helped 
lift the FT-SE 100 index 30-5 
point s to 3,755.6; it is only 25.7 
from its February peak. The 
supporting FT-SE 250 index, 
however, continued to out- 
perform, climb ing 25.4 to yet 
another high, 4,3853. The 
market, therefore, treated with 
splendid indifference today's 
payroll figures. 

Last month they created 
havoc in New York, sending 
shar es tumbling and, on the 
principle that when Whfl Street 
sneezes London catches a cold, 
there was a sharp dedine in do- 
mestic shares. 

But London seemed content 
with the long holiday wait un- 
til TUesday before it can get to 
grips with the US data. 

Excitement continued in 
media shares with the market 
remaining on edge over po- 
tential bids and deals. Break- 
up talk again swirled around 
Pearson, up 2 Op to 721p, and 
Renters rose 233p to 757p on 
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DEREK PAIN 
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share buy-back hopes. Reed In- 
ternational gained 20p to 
lL64p and United News & Me- 
dia, where Lord Hollick has 
moved in as chief executive, 
18p to 6S4p. But Thorn EMI 
gave further ground, off 15p at 
l,790p. 

Rexam, the paper group, 
added 18p to 403p on talk of 
a Swiss bid and Hambros, the 
merchant bank where preda- 
tors are thought to circle, rose 
8p to 251p, lately on bullish 
comments by its Hambro In- 
surance Service offshoot, up 
lOp at 94p. 

Granada, celebrated its first 
Forte sale - 60 hotels to Regal 
Hotels for £121. 7m - with a 
223p gain to 797p. The 


prospect of investment pre- 
sentations next week also pro- 
vided a spur. BSkyB jumped 
lip to 447p, helped by the Liv- 
erpool/Newcastle Uld tele- 
vised clash which lifted 
Manchester Utd 6p to 293p. 
Carlton Communications rose 
16p to 480p. 

Eurotunnel ignored its debt 
mountain, gaining 3p to 66p on 
its record tra ding last month. 

Continuing talk of disposals 
lifted WH Smith 12p to 464p 
and Great Universal Stores, up 
17p to 684p, was thought to be 
helped by positive comments 
from Barclays de Zoete Wedd 
and Cazenove. 

Soperscape VR, the virtual 
reality group, was the latest 


high-tech share to come down 
with a bump, crashing 72p to 
598p after it warned of in- 
creased losses. Firecrest, an In- 
ternet group, fell 7p to 7Sp. 
reflecting the Stock Exchange 
censure of chief executive, 
Roy Copper. Sage, as NatWest 
Securities said buy, improved 
a further 9p to 404p. 

Pizza Express jumped 19p 
to 344p on suggestions Janus 
Capital, the USnind which has 
bunt an 1837 per cent stake in 
the JD Wetherspoon pubs 
group, had acquired a taste for 
the pfrea chain. 

Mid-States, running a car 
parts operation in the US, 
held at 39p as Botton In- 
ternational Investments, the ve- 
hicle of Irish entrepreneur 
Dermot Desmond, lifted its in- 
terest to 16.06 percent. Firth, 
the steel business, was also un- 
changed at 47 p as Malaysian 
investment fund, Sri Zndera- 
jaya, nudged its stake to 14.13 
per cent. 


Ideal Hardware improved 
33p to 545n after an agency 
cross at 530 p- Gnbhaus, the 
golf group, was the most heav- 
ily traded share; there was 
talk of an institution buying 
shares at 63p. The firm, split 
from the Ex-Lands property 
group, has taken a five-year 
lease to manage Nizels Golf 
Club near Tonbridge, Kent. 

Nurdin & Peacock, the cash 
and carry group, edged 2p 
higher to 178p. figures, due 
next week, are expected to be 
disappointing and could 
prompt 14 per cent share- 
holder SHV. a Dutch invest- 
ment group, to move for 
control. Last year SHV, which 
has 60 per cent of the Makro 
cash and cany business, at- 
tempted to gain control by 
pumping warehouses into 
N&P in exchange for shares. 

Avocet Mhiing, with interests 
in go Id and tungsten mines, 
made a quiet debut, closing at 
3p above its 240p placing price. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ The floodgates were 
opened at Cambridge Watei; 
until recently a statutory 
company. Its slimmed dawn 
shares surged 1393p to 245p 
and first-time dealing in the 
new non-voting shares, hand- 
ed out as a bonus, produced 
an opening price of 235 p. 

The reorganisation package 
for one ordinary share pro- 
vided a value of almost £108 
against the £85 or so price 
before the change. 


[J Sutherland, the Edin- 
burgh stockbroker, is to open 
in London with Mike Cun- 
nan e. formerly with Panmure 
Gordon, in charge. 


□ Stock market turnover last 
month was a record £68*2bn, 
beating the January 1994 
record of £65bn. AIM 
turnover was also a peak- 
£133.4m. 
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Win a luxurious weekend 
break 


The Runnymede Hotel, 
situated on the banks of 
the Thames, offers guests 
the utmost in comfort in 
each of the 171 rooms. The 
Health and fitness Spa is 
outstanding, the facilities 
include an 18m swimming 
pool, sauna, gymnasium, 
and beauty therapy rooms. 
Two lucky winners, each 
with one guest, will enjoy a 
weekend of luxury with full 
use of all facilities plus a 
relaxing back massage and 
mini facial. 



For Information and reservations 
Tel 101784 436 171 

For your chance to win one 
of two superb £690 week- 
end breaks, simply call our 
hotline, answer two simple 
questions and leave your 
name and address details 
on line. 

So call now on.... 


0891 111 313 
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THE RAILTRACK SHARE OFFER. 


HOW 



Share ! Share Shop 


RAILTRACK 


ft I 

Shop 


To register for the Railtrack Share Offer contact one of the Share Shops listed below. ' » SQ 

If you are a client of a stockbroker or share dealing service which is not listed, you may wish to contact that firm as may 
be acting as a Share Shop for its existing clients.The services offered by different Share Shops may vary. 



Telephone or call into a branch of one of the following banks or building societies: 

Barclays Share Shop 0800 000333 NatWest Share Shop 0990 600600 

Lloyds Bank Share Shop 0800 211211 Norwich & Peterborough Building Society 0800 550088 

Midland Bank 0345 321005 TSB 0645 470370 


Contact by telephone only: 

Abbey National Share Shop 0121 687 8007 

Cheshire Building Society 0800 138 4000 

City Deal Services Ltd 01708 738887 

Or contact: 

ENGLAND 

Avon 

Albert E Sharp, Bristol 0121 683 7360 

Neilson Cobbold Ltd. Bristol 0151 242 5361 

Rowan Dartington & Co Ltd, Bristol 0117 925 3377 

Berkshire 

Albert E Sharp, Reading 0121 683 7360 

Buckinghamshire 

BFS Stockbroking, Aylesbury 01296 399633 

Waters Lunniss, Milton Keynes 01908 691681 

Cambridgeshire 

Waters Lunniss, Cambridge, Peterborough 01223 303101 

Cheshire 

James Brearley & Sons, Stockport 0161 487 4404 

Cleveland 

Darlington Building Society, Hartlepool, 

Middlesbrough, Redcar, Stockton, Yarm 0800 1 38 3000 

Wise Speke Ltd, Middlesbrough 0191 201 3990 

County Durham 

Darlington Building Society, Barnard Castle, 

Bishop Auckland, Darlington 0800 138 3000 

Cumbria 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, Carlisle 01228 818110 

James Brearley & Sons, Kendal. Carlisle 01539 733979 

Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Bowness on Windemere 0151 242 5361 


0121 683 7360 
0151 242 5361 
0117 925 3377 

0121 683 7360 


01296 399633 
01908 691681 


01223 303101 


0161 487 4404 


0800 138 3000 
0191 201 3990 


0800 138 3000 

01228 818110 
01539 733979 


Derbyshire 

Nicholson Barber, Chesterfield 

Devon 

Albert E Sharp, Exeter 
Barnard (M D) & Co Ltd, Exeter 
Christows Ltd, Exeter 
Citywaii Financial Mgmt Ltd, Exeter 
M D A Investment Mgmt Ltd, Exeter 
Philip J Milton & Co, Barnstaple 
Redmayne-Bendey, Beaworthy 


01246 550380 

0121 683 7360 
01626 832680 
01392 210510 
01392 422592 
01392 496320 
01271 44300 
01409 231317 


Walker, Crips, Weddle, Beck pic, Newton Abbott 01626 335533 

Dorset 

Christows Ltd, Bournemouth, Dorchester 01202 299344 

I A Pritchard Stockbrokers Ltd, Bournemouth 01202 297035 
M D A Investment Mgmt Ltd, Bournemouth 01202 291662 

East Sussex 

Donne Mileham & Haddock, Brighton 01273 744597 

Durlacher Ltd, Hove 01273 205217 

Essex 

Barnard (M D) & Co Ltd, Basildon 01268 416657 

Branston and Gothard Ltd, WestcJiff on Sea 01702 347173 
Redmayne-Bentley, Leigh on Sea 01702 470870 

Walker, Crips, Weddie, Beck pic, 

Colchester, Rayleigh 01206 769001 

Gloucestershire 

Albert E Sharp, Cirencester, Gloucester 0121 683 7360 

Redmayne-Bentley, Stroud 01453 7S8100 

Greater Manchester 

Albert E Sharp, Manchester 0121 683 7360 

Arnold, Stansby & Co, Manchester 0161 832 8554 

Branston and Gothard Ltd, Manchester 0161 832 2924 

BWD Rensburg, Manchester 0151 236 2787 

Fairmount Stockbrokers, Bolton 01204 362233 

Henry Cooke, Lumsden pic, Manchester 0161 834 2332 
John Siddail & Son Ltd, Manchester 0161 832 7471 

Pilling & Co (Stockbrokers), Manchester 0161 832 6581 
Redmayne-Bentley, Manchester 0161 794 8018 

W H Ireland Ltd, Manchester 0161 832 2174 

Wise Speke Ltd, Manchester 0191 201 3990 

Hampshire 

Durlacher Ltd, Southampton 01703 229229 

John Siddail & Son Ltd, Fareham 01329 825411 

Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Winchester; Southampton 0151 242 5361 


Hereford & Worcester 
John Siddail & Son Ltd, Malvern 

Hertfordshire 

Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Letchworth 

Humberside 

Redmayne-Bentley. Beverley 


01684 893385 


01462 486318 


01482 864090 


Hargreaves Lansdown 
ShareLink Ltd 
Sharemarket 
Sharewise 


Isle of Wight 

Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Newport 
Kent 

Brachers Solicitors, Maidstone 


0800 929394 
0121 687 8000 
0161 237 9443 
0800 138 1000 


0151 242 5361 


01622 673423 


Cripps Harries Half Solicitors, Tunbridge Wells 01892 506038 
Jarvis Investment Mgmt Ltd, Tunbridge Wells 01892 510515 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Tunbridge Wfells 0151 242 5361 

Redmayne-Bentley, Orpington 01689 818818 

Wilkinform Stockbrokers, Hawkhurst 
Tunbridge Wells 01580 754488 

Lancashire 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, 

Blackpool. Preston 01253 295585 

Hedley & Co, Blackburn, Preston 01254 699333 

James Brearley & Sons, Blackburn, Blackpool, 

Burnley, Lancaster 01253 28686 

Leicestershire 

Albert E Sharp, Leicester 0121 683 7360 

David Boofer & Co, Leicester 0116 253 7037 

Hill Osborne & Co, Leicester 0116 262 9185 

Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Leicester 0116 255 0535 

Lincolnshire 

Hill Osborne & Co, Lincoln 01522 522850 

Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Boston, Skegness, 

Grantham, Louth, Lincoln 01522 567171 

London 

Albert E Sharp, EC2 0121 683 7360 

Barnard (M D) & Co Ltd, E15 0181 534 9090 

Brachers Solicitors, WC2 01622 673423 

Branston and Gothard Ltd, EC2 0171 614 0013 

Brewin Dolphin, EC1 0171 248 4400 

Chelsea Financial Services Ltd, SW10 0171 351 6022 

Christchurch Investment Mgmt Ltd, EC1 0171 726 4057 

Dunbar Boyle & Kingsley Ltd, EC2 0171 628 2224 

Durlacher Ltd, EC2 0171 628 4306 

European Stockbrokers Ltd.WI 0171 493 7070 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, W1 0171 409 0840 

Henry Cooke, Lumsden pic, SE1 0171 256 2332 

Hoodless Brennan & Partners Ltd, EC2 0171 739 1400 

John Siddail & Son Ltd, SE1 0171 237 1090 

Keith BayJey Rogers & Co, 5E1 0171 378 0657 

Killik & Co, SW1, SW3. EC3, NW3.W1 0171 461 4400 

Laurence Keen, EC4 0171 489 9493 

Paul E Schweder Miller Co, EC2 0171 490 5000 

Pershing Securities Ltd, E14 0171 345 6345 

Pilling & Co (Stockbrokers), EC2 0161 832 6581 

Raphael Zorn Hemsley Ltd, EC2 0171 628 4000 

Rathbone Bros & Co Ltd, SW1 0171 630 5611 

Redmayne-Bentley, EC4 0171 489 9955 

S P Angel & Co. EC3 0171 623 3427 

Thesis, SW1 ( 01243 531234 

Walker, Crips.Weddle, Beck pic, EC1 0171 253 7502 

Waters Lunniss, WC1, EC2 0171 405 4865 

Westons Securities Ltd, EC3 0171 283 8466 

Wise Speke Ltd, EC2 0191 201 3990 

Merseyside 

BWD Rensburg, Liverpool 0151 236 2787 

James Brearley & Sons, Southport 01704 532282 

Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Liverpool 0151 242 5258 

Rathbone Bros & Co Ltd, Liverpool 0151 236 8674 

Richard Bamber and Co, Formby, Liverpool 01704 833824 

Norfolk 

Barratt & Cooke. Norwich 01603 624236 

Steele & Co, Diss, Harieston, Norwich, Thetfond 01379 652141 
Waters Lunniss, Norwich 01603 622265 

North Yorkshire 

Darlington Building Society, Northallerton 0800 138 3000 

Hill Osborne & Co, Scarborough 01723 372478 

Redmayne-Bentley, Harrogate 01423 526886 

Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Harrogate 01423 873755 

Northamptonshire 

Waters Lu nniss. Northampton 01 604 60299 8 

Nottinghamshire 

Barratt & Cooke, Mansfield 01623 23596 

Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Nottingham 0115 941 1301 

Waters Lunniss, Nottingham 0115 950 3666 


Ulster Bank Ltd 
Yorkshire Building Society 


Skipton Building Society 
The RoyaJ Bank of Scotland 
The Share Centre 
YorkSHARE Ltd 


.0990 600600 
0800 573573 


0800 138 0800 
0800 132138 
0800 800008 
0800 736736 


Oxfordshire 
Albert E Sharp, Oxford 
Redmayne-Bentley, Henley on Thames 

Somerset 

Barnard Marsh & Co, Wells 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Taunton 

South Yorkshire 
BWD Rensburg, Sheffield 
Durlacher Ltd, Rotherham 
Nicholson Barber, Sheffield, Doncaster 

Staffordshire 

Cameron McDonald (Asset Mgmt) Ltd, 
Newcastle under Lyme 
P H Pope & Son, Stoke on Trent 

Suffolk 

Birketts Solicitors. Ipswich 
Branston and Gothard Ltd, Bury St Edmunds 
Redmayne-Bentley, Bury St Edmunds 
Walker, Crips.Weddle. Beck pic, Stowmarket 

Surrey 

Assets international Mgmt, Tadworth 
BFS Stockbroking, Worplesdon 

Tyne & Wear 

Wise Speke Ltd, Newcastle upon Tyne 

West Midlands 

Albert E Sharp, Birmingham 

Fyshe Horton Finney Ltd, Birmingham 

Walker, Crips, Weddie, Beck pic, Solihull 

West Sussex 
Albert E Sharp, Chichester 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Chichester 
Thesis. Chichester; Horsham 

West Yorkshire 

Broadbridge (Stockbrokers), Leeds. 

Wakefield, Halifax 

BWD Rensburg, Bradford, Huddersfield, Leeds 
Henry Cooke, Lumsden pic, Leeds" 

Hill Osborne & Co, Bradford 
James Brearley & Sons, Leeds 
Redmayne-Bentley, Leeds 
Wise Speke Ltd, Leeds 

Wiltshire 

Brewin Dolphin, Marlborough 

SCOTLAND 
Dumfries & Galloway 

Bell Lawrie White, Dumfries 

Grampian Region 

Abtrust Bell Lawrie, Aberdeen 
Cooper & Hay, Aberdeen 

Highland Region 

Redmayne-Bentley, Inverness 
Stirling Hendry, Inverness 

Lothian Region 

BeH Lawrie White, Edinburgh 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Edinburgh 
Torrie & Co, Edinburgh 

Strathclyde Region 
BWD Rensburg, Glasgow 
Redmayne-Bentley, Glasgow 
Stirling Hendry, Glasgow 

Tayside Region 
Redmayne-Bentley, Perth 
Stirling Hendry, Dundee 

WALES 

Gwynedd 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, Bangor 
Henry Cooke, Lumsden pic, Llandudno 

South Glamorgan 

Brewin Dolphin Bell Lawrie, Cardiff 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BWD Rensburg, Belfast 
Cunningham Coates Ltd, Belfast 
Magennis & Co, Newry 

ISLE OF MAN 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co. Douglas 

R L Stott & Co, Douglas 

Ramsey CrookaJI & Co Ltd, Douglas 


For general Offer information you should contact a Share Shop or call 0171 816 8000 (remember you can only register with a Share Shop) 


* 

0121 683 7360 
01491 411022 

01749 679977 
0151 242 5258 

0151 236 2787 
01709 368490 
0114 275 5100 


01782 628911 
01782 202154 

01473 232300 
01284 704114 
01284 723761 
01449 771882 

01737 830010 
01483 237773 

0191 201 3990 

i 

0121 683 7360 
0121 236 3111 
01564 770568 

0121 683 7360 
0151 242 5258 
01243 531234 


0113 242 2211 
0151 236 2787 
0113 243 9011 
01274 728866 
0113 246 9596 
0113 243 6941 
0191 201 3990 

01672 516666 


01387 252361 

01224 589345 
01224 573344 

01463 772072 fc 
0121 683 7360 

0131 225 2566 
0151 242 5258 
0131 225 1766 

0151 236 2787 
0141 248 6941 
0121 683 7360 

01738 441144 
0121 683 7360 


01248 353242 
01492 874391 

01222 340100 

01232 321002 
01232 235958 
01693 64317 

01624 614996 
01624 662400 *■ 
01624 673171 
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monopoly depends on who pulls the trigger 


I n May 1995 the Government’s 
White Paper on Media Owner* a 

concluded that “t 0 preserve maur »aei Bees ley argues that the focus on 

tlte. diversity of the broadcast and roeri il . 

press media in the UK", there was ,e suiaiing the industry misses the main 

a -cQDimuMg case for specific ree- nnint +u^ , 

governing media ownership po nt “ ver Y large share held by the BBC 

beyond those which are applied bv J 

Lbe general competition lav/". Al the and h 

same time, some liberalisation of ex- uallv se f tors cause concern in the typical MMC 

isting ownership rules was proposed, toras a ^ ■ m ^ a sec ' monopoly inquiry and exceeds mos 

The Broadcasting Bill, now goin«> are deN»»w 6 jL en *racmg *11 three) analysts’ trigger levels, 
through Pariiameot, comemnlatel r r^ „„_^ in f ned 35 10 cent of the The really significant fieure. how 


through Parliament, contemplate! 
abolishing ‘‘the existing structure of 
detailed rules", substituting a set of 
“triggers on ownership levels in the 
media market as a whole, and sec- 
tor triggers, which when actually or 
prospectively exceeded would mean 
any media merger would be “subject 
to approval by an independent me- 
dia regulator’ to determine the pub- 
lic interest". 

Urns, the special treatment of 
newspaper mergers in UK law would 
be extended, m modified form, to 
other media. A separate quango 
might be established alongside the 
other UK authorities, or incorpo- 
rated iii them. 

Contributors to an Institute of Hn- 
conomic Affairs book on media 
igjioentration argue strongly against 
any further extension of regulation 
But accepting the premise that new 
rules to trigger regulatory action are 
needed to safeguard diversity in the 
media, do the proposals promise ef- 
fective action? 

The White Paper focuses on mar- 
ket shares above which a regulator 
must assess the public interest, 
whether the ievel is reached already 
or through merger or acquisition. 
The market shares for triggering in- 
tervention are defined by a mixture 
of shares in media as a whole (de- 
fined as television, press and radio) 

Foreign Exchange Rates 

Steflng , Dona 


T TV — UIC 

L K market » or 20 per cent of a ge- 
?iF ap ^ ! market embracing aD 
“tree; 20 Per cent of an individual 
sector - meaning it seems the UK as 
a whole - is also a trigger. 

Thus the argument is that, in the 
long term, the media will be incor- 
porated into the body of UK com- 
petition law as it affects monopoly 
and merger. There may or may not 
be a specialist regulator one option 
is to extend the OFTs rerniL 

Effective action will depend partly 
on these triggers - how to define 
them specifically, and who they will 
catch - and partly on what happens 
to the “assessment" when made. On 
the key issue of how to measure me- 
dia markets, the White Paper failed 
to back a particular yardstick. 
William Shew and Irwin Stelzer ar- 
gue convincingly for the -‘houre of use 
or audience time of the media", as 
the While Paper puts it, as the cor- 
rect measure. They in effect dispose 
of the paper’ s alternative suggestions, 
advertising or consumer expenditure, 
and the British Media Group’s ap- 
proach. 

These results dearly set out the in- 
cumbent problem, measured rele- 
vantly over the media as a whole. 
Their results may be put in MMC 
terms as a conventional four-firm 
concentration ratio of about 61 per 
cent. This would be sufficient to 


cause concern in the typical MMC 
monopoly inquiry and exceeds most 
analysts’ trigger levels. 

The really significant figure, how- 
ever, is the BBCs share, with 44 per 
cent of the market . Were it not for 
the BBC there would be no concern 
at all over concentration (as con- 
ventionally measured). The next 
biggest firm, Carlton TV, has only 6- 
9 per cent of the market So. the an- 
swer to the question of who the 
proposals are designed to catch is, 
in part easily answered. The BBC 
the only significant source of con- 
centration , is excluded from the 
proposed extension of monopoly 
powers as outside the private sector. 

Data underlying Shew and Stelz- 
er s analysis (see table) show that 
only in national newspapers does one 
group have more than 20 per cent 
of the audience. News Corporation 
has 37 per cent and the Mirror 
Group has 26 per cent Excluding 
the BBC. the largest share in tele- 
vision is Channel 4’s 10 per cent and 
in radio Capital's 10 per cent. 

The immediate main target of the 
Government’s proposals thus ap- 
pears to be the two large newspaper 
groups which, in effect, are put on 
notice that further mergers in the sec- 
tor or integration into other media 
will be scrutinised. The BBC because 
it is in the public sector, is not af- 
fected by the proposed triggers. TV 
rivals have too small a national 
share to be caught by that trigger, but 
might qualify under the geographi- 


cal rule which is obviously defined 
(albeit tentatively) with the existing 
regional TV licences in mind. 

The package, by raising the pos- 
sibility of an assessment and refusal, 
targets newspaper entrepreneurs, 
inhibiting their freedom to buy into 
large TV stations. Lesser cross-me- 
dia moves will be able to proceed 
without this inhibitor. 

Shew and Stelzer’s work demon- 
strates that News International has 
only 3-4 per cent of the media mar- 
ket and the Mirror Group 2 per cent. 
Concern about a maximum of (say) 
7 per cent of the national media mar- 
ket (for example, Carlton) being 
added to the 34 per cent or less held 
by a big newspaper group may seem 
odd in normal UK monopoly con- 
trol terms, especially when entity con- 
ditions are becoming freer. 

If there is an in cum bent problem 
in a world of potentially free entry 
it must first ana foremost concm the 
BBC In this respect, the Govern- 
ment’s media ownership proposals 
are rather like Hamlet without the 
Prince. The BBC appears but fleet- 
ingty in them. 

To summarise, much of the con- 
cern about media concentration is 
misplaced unless there are substan- 
tial barriers to entry. The evidence 
shows weakening constraints to en- 
try, likely to gather momentum be- 
cause of technological change and 
entrepreneurial response. It follows 
that concern about movements to- 
wards integration across the media 
is similarly misplaced. 

It is logical to consider the exist- 
ing incumbent position (the degree 
of concentration now) as an inde- 
pendent factor because of (he pos- 
sibility that strong incumbents could 
develop fresh bameTS to entry on the 
basis of present market shares. This 



Lion’s share: Soaps as successful as EastEnders have helped 
the BBC to capture 44 per cent of the market. 


is equally improbable now, but there 
remains the need for a mechanism 
to review this possibility at intervals 
m the future. The most cogent rea- 
sons the Government’s proposals on 
media ownership foil to be relevant 
is its neglect of basic economic issues, 
and even more important, their fail- 
ure to confront the commercial im- 
plications of the BBCs being easily 
the largest player in the media scene 
(a failure found also in the 1994 
White Paper on the BBCs finure)." 

The 1995 White Paper proposes, 
in the long term, a substantial pro- 
longation and elaboration of regu- 
lation, involving the present UK 


competition law process not, as eco- 
nomic logic suggests, seeking a way 
forward in dismantling regulation as 
no longer needed. In short, the 
Government’s media proposals re- 
flect the genera] failure of UK com- 
petition law to provide properly for 
incumbent market power. 

The focus on regulating the pri- 
vate sector in the media industries 
misses the main point about con- 
centration - the very large share held 
by the BBC, whose friture as a sub- 
sidised, large-scale producer is un- 
derwritten. This prospect does not, 
as many have argued, pose an eco- 
nomic threat to other players. But if 


National .media Concentra- 
tion as raeasuredtoy hours 

erf us© or audience time 

Company Media use % 
BBC 44.1 

Carlton Communication 6.9 
Channel four 6.2 

Granada 4.1 

Capital Radio ~ 3.4 

News International 3.4 
MAI. - 3.0 

Yorkshire Television . 2.5 

Mirror Group Newspapers 2.0 
HTV Group . .1-8 

Scottish Television . - 1.4 

Daily Mail and Gen Trust 1.1 
United Newspapers ‘ . 1.0 

Pearson . . 0.9 

Reed Bsevfer . • 0:8 

EMfiP-. 0.8 

Luxembourg Telecom • 0.7 

DC Thomson 0.5 

Television South West 0.5 
W fi Smith 1 Ltd : 0.5- 

Guardian Media Group . 0.5 

the Government pers&s with its 1994 
line (and there is no sign yet of a di- 
vergence in favour of privatisation), 
the practical focus of further policy 
reform should be the present Gov- 
ernment-inspired impediments to en- 
try, notably in licensing competitor 
networks of all disciplines including 
telephony, radio and TV channels. 

This article is extracted from an In- 
stitute of Economic Affairs booklet. 
Markets and the Media, Competition, 
Regulation and the Interests of Con- 
sumers. Professor Michael Beesley is 
a founding Professor of Economics at 
the London Business School 
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Other Spot Rates 
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Sterling 

Dollar 

| Country 

Stertng 

DoSar 

Arsentinz- " 

15275 

09997 

Iberia 

12856 ’ 

828000 

Ausfoa 

153018 
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Oman 
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Brazil 

15083 
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Pakistan 
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=oypr 

5.1971 

34035 

Portugal 
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62600 
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Qatar 
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«09B1 

157800 

Russia 
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Greece 

383049 

240870 

South Africa 

82954 

41200 

India 

520878 

34,1000 

Taiwan 

416168 

272360 

Kuwait 

04575 

02994 

UAE 

58125 

38731 
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(Jun 96) 
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(Sep 96) 

9546 

9547 

9544 

338 

3488 

Eiro SFr 

(Jun 96) 

9323 

on in 

anon 

7439 

28957 

FT-SE100 

(Jui 96) 

37710 

37760 

37360 

9630 

57894 

FT-SE 250 

(Jun 95) 

44000 



0 

3519 

EuraWa 

( 1 X 01 96) 

9069 

9069 

9046 

12028 

38738 
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ctasfcg offer price 


Cafl/Put 

Series 


3700 

3750 

3800 

3850 

Tctal/voia 

A** 


73/10 

38,24 

U/51 

2/94 

-- 

May 


99133 

68/53 

43/7B 

2S/H0 

-■ 

Jun 


T24/55 

92/74 

57/38 

45/127 

-- 

Jl 


Vt9?75 

7)6/94 

sans 

70/1*6 

" " 


Industrial Metals 



London Metal Exchange 

S/tomb Cash 

3 rrfihe 

1U0ns<3/4«q 

LIE State 
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AUrirtanHG 
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1834-35 

91004 

748925 

+ 

79^ 

AAnimra A*oy 

D8670 

-MXHJS 

TS4 

80300 

+ 

1280 

Capper A 
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247D-71 

7D*3J 

3B376 


2950 

Lead 

799800 

78588 

TC18 

91750 


600 

Nckei 

707585 

8065-70 

12291 

34806 


ne 

Tn 

6350-50 

638590 

4282 

9*0 

- 

25 

Ztac 

1043-44 

8685-6? 

23388 

833950 

+ 

950 

SetOemert Conversion E/S 

S/Dm 

SFf 

Sndi udUTMa & cnanga in rams 

acehange rates: 

1»«W 

14811 

10708 

cs at Tubs 2 March 




Forward rates quoted Ngn to low ore at a discount subtract bom spat rate 
rate quoad low to high are al a premium: add to spot rate 

■Dollar rates quoad as reciprocals. 

For the lares foreign exchange rales call 0891 123 3033 
■Cats cest 36p per mmuta (cheap rate) -tap other times. 


Tourist Rates 

£ Buys £ Buys £ Buys 

AustralaflJata) 18850 Franceffrancs) 74625 New ZeeIend(DoBus) 2POO 

Austria (Sct*ngs) 152700 Germany (Marts) 2J975 Ncnwy (Kroner) 95300 

BatgunfFrancs) 448700 GraocefDracfYnaJ] 3580000 Portugal (Escudos) 2285000 

Canectefbcears) 20200 Hcnp KongfOoSns) ilfiQOO Spas^Pesatasj *30000 

CypruafPoimds) 089J5 Intend [Pinto) 09425 SwedenfKronor) 88900 

DenmarkfKrener) 84900 ttaJyflJra) 23350000 Swifcartand (Francs) USO 
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Energy 

Brent Crude (SAmrret) Gas oil (S/tonne) wn Products t (Honne) 

PE S50pm -dig frapp PE close *crig 6pm Spa CF NW Euppe 

May aaa -dfll *58 Apr *125 -lOO May 22(5 Leaded Gasofine 203/211 

Jin *80 -002 *55 May 17875 +075 ^ 2070 Nafttha *Wl96 

M *04 -QD3 *53 .kn *775 -025 jjy tg/o ECGasoi 196/197 

Vofc 12£00 Index: ZO-m wot 10704 Aug *05 Heary Field *9Wi 

maSBpnpMw^'teniiriMMagitiiMt.SaialCSMnailun SCKOtn 

Commodity Indices ccsimdices 
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e coins 

$ 
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s z 
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406.75 26665 Britama 

409 

268 
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203 

133 
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102 

67 

Nobte, 

400/15 262/72 

Gold Bum 
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52 

34 

Maple Leal 

395/409 259/68 
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Cocoa 
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LCE Etome 
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LCE 

C/tame 

AJA 
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■taflP.A 
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213 
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W 
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nz £0 
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16 SOO 
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228 

Jdy 992 
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Jun 
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VoL 

eo 
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95 

Vbt 

495 

Whte Sugar 

Freight 
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Cteffl 



LCE S-tme 

ICE SMxtafJ 
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1435 
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•460 

May 

tsoo 
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421C9 

Oct 3412 

Vbt 

91 


H22S 
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41000-40700 

40SCO 

VIA 2B86 

Index 

«54 

VU- 

520 


35400-3*550 

2622S 
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31 Dae 
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Maae (No3)** S.'tanne 

1465 

May 
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883= BO 
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-tr 
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Copra (ft Stonne 
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Coconut CM (ft Snome 
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-038 
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-oao 
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+2J7 

17046 
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@40 
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50223 
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-040 
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Apr.May 
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ait Foams, «e 7& 71 6** 
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11 emamoy. fiesncnl London, E154BJ 
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Balaacad Ousts 
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a Sr MMC K s 
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3*2 3385 (CSS 

2414 2S0D dS3B 

2*1 233 2 23S 

1217 1217 536 

1001 003 dsa> 

m3 nas <*26 

,326 Hlfl <f*B 9 
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6836 7592 0542 

7001 7533 30 1 
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Snw Cos Acc 
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Special Sts 


1369 K &1 2.0 

«m 0 *873 231 

* 7*9 *30 JJ 85 
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SSSSr sea 2 n 5 o» 

‘Abn latoM u team IW0« FCP 

Bering Hnd btenegem Ud 
FO Ba 83 i, in BMtopsgiie. 

UuxtaoECai JYS 
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4 rwncaoGwrih *64 C £6 ™ 

ytoncwSii*Coa *23 00 

ComriUB £352 ®SS d 49 

Eaum 3239 Ki* 
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fwopaSriKt ! 

|«DP5 V&* M 
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SamseGtowB . . 6637 M 7 “ 
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total aowtt) ■ IBS ® J* 
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WGtftrti 8623 S 14 si 

(XSmalwCc* 3082 ^ 
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CkartyRa* 

°»*»B*r Gww Eonpl 7538 3t£C aT 

CenmreU Uoiao tint MaiiB«n 
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«U 0 ‘ t t 2 
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[^aacawAee tasa ost* 

^emiytecameWii 4 M 1 5 J 50 
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*W te»l* a « iACc 292 J 5 30 CS 3 (S 2 S 
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9644 6004 d!04 
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WortOWKleGRwmACC 7937 ... 6444 00 » 
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aoosiKfijui)- 

cuoosus&ariy 1*90 i*» iw 
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Qmxjsfl Ace tOJE TD37B 0531 
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Tril 0 in -*74 4100 . OsaOog 0 T 71 3 » 
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Stock 
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YM 
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083627 
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■iso 

X 0 I 
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ISEO 

Haig Kong Bear 
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£BB 16 
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13100 

oaao 
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IK Max 

CQ 4222 

CM 8 B 7 
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BOX) 

n» 


Japan Wa 

EH 8887 

« 235 C 

000 

H 3 S 0 

1030 

535 

US Mra 

BW 8 B 7 C 897 M 

360 

B 0 fl 6 

8273 

QUO 

Cash 

£95731 
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S 26 

933 * 

B 069 

nnff 
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B 484 

£07758 
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4 M 0 

**S 1 

d 2 S 5 

JkpwiSaar 

C 9 K 26 

OflflOT 
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503 B 

5*17 

2 SS 
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ceaoeo 
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2 DU 0 

2 SS 

Defer Bd 

CM 33 S 2 

055751 
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38030 

40500 

25 S 

Defer Bear 

£66252 

£09834 
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*0330 

43380 

177 

Gil Bui 

£112635 

£118863 
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60760 

53900 

177 

QK Beer 

£80823 

C 73 H 7 

476 

7978 

8408 

*79 

Legal A General (UT Maoagara) Ltd 
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0380 

479 
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GS 20 
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I Cash Agojoi 
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Incane Baida 
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GtoWBona 302 S 3136 H 5 I 7 

(atomatlonM Funds 

Emargns IteW 4770 9102 dDOO 

Oceai Managed* *296 *208 m» 

aoHtUta OS 97 *462 084 

GtobaKMMes W 632 *920 M 2 

Oversea* Rods 

American **93 20726 092 

Eocpean *272 14070 dOTB 

EiMoStiOo* 20 Q 21 2047 000 

Amerlewi Eirargne *287 17308 000 

HoriQ Kong *690 17 BS 6 dU 8 

Japan 29909 27649 000 

PaaScGrwth 3 W 60 25733 OOO 
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Sjti* CoS 8677 709 OOO 

(Atom LWB1 Z?? 25 ? 

Stoi *» 3^0 3990 d «4 
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sr S 25 s 

SSa- fs ns ss 

$ 22 ?" iS S S 

SSSSurteri «g g 

SSF SSi 

Sr s s a 

S 3 - ss s a 
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1 ss 
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4»0 5*8 000 

Si SS SS 

s s s 

SS-- S s vs 

(Acorn UnBs) *rrl ZZj 

5029 6037 0452 

6236 6754 d *52 

(Accurn LratSJ 4 3S4 

AJ 37 4630 004 

(* B y" L * 1 ” ) east 6940 209 

8823 7365 205 


3 Ut 2512 709 

340 3646 5 * 

*445 * 5 S 30 

302 E 3136 0517 


^ ®£ PP 

(Acorn Una) SC- mot 

50 iZ 8 6037 0452 

6236 6734 d *52 

(Actum IraW 4 ^22 064 

HeCWBr fs«il * 3*7 4830 004 

eaS2 0948 209 

SSJ3U 

fejSsssr- 

s 

**a ~"3 ss s 

SSSSS.' SS IS 

,A»mUr*S) 

SSSr^* 60* 6*23 040 

FP/UW ^i 62*0 7170 040 

*Z» 2*30 000 


25420 25420 d 20 * 

27 X 30 27330 284 

22175 22136 0307 

29046 29048 283 

172 * 172 * 133 

9*64 3*94 dldO 

WSJ 14163 dOOO 
34243 34243 007 

17235 17235 299 

*ZB *toO 851 
37097 37087 (XUO 

2648 s 26-305 OX 
*987 12987 0 * 

*954 *B 54 a* 

2032 2032 122 

*SS 6 *855 187 

*033 *633 132 

- nan *911 d 5 n 


Managed Eqdry 
UngHrmBM 
Usd Item Bal 
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Amor Errargrig Cob 


EqLTry Ost S8170 50780 <C01 

EqdtyAcoan 1U400 *080 ozei 

Eteityheome *450 m20 45) 

UKIScacaJ Alocaacn 6402 8739 CMOI 

Eirapean U20O 8100 UO 

Fw Eastern 24840 202)0 
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UKSms*»rCoj *340 *320 1* 

UK SmclanarMl ACC 6773 6773 182 
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GRAND PRIXl 
'96 RACE 
SCHEDULE 


WIN a drive in a Grand Prix car 


iter ■ ,t“i 
a » : -i- 

oBi-.'.: 1 


r l 

- 


Argentfaiian fiP 

April 7 

European GP 

April 28 

Sen Marino GP 

May 5 

Monaco GP 
May 19 
Spanish GP 
June 2 
Canadian 
June 16 
French GP 
June 30 
British GP 
July 14 
German GP 
July 28 

Hungarian GP 

August 11 

Belgian GP 

August 25 

Italian GP 

September 8 

Portuguese GP 

September 22 

Japanese GP 

October 13 


F ormula 1 Dream Team is 
just like Fantasy Football: 
you pick and manage your 
dream grand prix team to 
score points over the com- 
ing season. 

Even though the grand prix season 
has started, it is 


I in: pit your wits 
against other en- 
thusiasts and you 
could win our 

champion’s prize, 
a drive in a For- 
mula One car plus 

for each race. 

Individual race 
prizes range from 
trips to major 
grands prix, including this year’s British 
Grand Prix at SQverstone, to a day at 
the Nigel Mansell Raring School at 
Brands Hatch. 

Your team must comprise three 
drivers, a chassis and an engine; your 
budget is £40 million. Make your 
selections from the grand prix shop- 
ping list printed below; the only 
restriction is that your third driver must 
come from the £1 million category. 
Details of how to enter are given on 
this page. You can enter a team at any 
point during the grand prix 
season but the earlier you enter, the 
greater your chances of being our over- 
all champion. Remember, there are 
prizes for the w innin g Dream Team in 
each individual grand prix so you can 
enter a different team for each race. 


HOW YOU SCORE 

Points are awarded per race to the top 
six finishers, based on the 
Formula One World Championship 
points scoring system (10, 6, 4, 3, 2, 1) 


but with an extra 10 points awarded to 
each of the top six finishers. 
All drivers are eligible to score for a 
top six finish but can also notch up ex- 
tra points as follows: 

•The fastest driver in race-day warm- 
up will collect six points, with five for 
the second and so on down to one point 
for the sixth quickest 

• Drivers score one point for each 
place they make up over their grid po- 
sition. Points are not deducted by los- 
ing places. 

• Five points are lost if your driver 
posts first retirement, four for second 
down to one point lost for the fifth re- 
tirement. 

• If your driver makes the quickest pit- 
stop (from the entry of the phlane to 
the exit) you gain five points. 

• If your driver sets the fastest lap time 
in the race, you gain five points. 

• If your driver receives a stop/go 
penalty, you lose five points. 

•If your driver starts on pole position, 
you gain five points. 

• The Independent will name a 
Driver Of The Day after each race for 
a particularly impressive performance, 
worth five points. 

• Non-qualification for a grand prix 
loses you two points. If a driver is on 
the FTAs published starting grid but 
fails tn take the start, no points are lost. 
•Driven removed from the results for 
any reason lose all points gained that 
weekend. Any driver not 
competing in a grand prix weekend 
scores no points. 

• Chassis score and lose points in the 
same way as drivers for a top six 
finish or any early retirement. 
The score is based on the first 
chassis home of that particular 
manufacturer. Likewise, only the first 
chassis retirement will count if they are 
both among the first five to retire. 

• Engine rules are the same as the 


chassis rules, without the retirement 
penalties. 



TTieDreaml»ain mariagOTwiththo^ ofpwnitsat 

Ibe^ of the Grand Prix V'i - ; . : 1 v i >.-• 
Cbampi ottship season will win our top prize :•/ • 

' adrive Jn a €50bhp -EL car! ; •••- '••• '" *.i . ; ; - ’ : *\\\ ' r ' 7' 

. . : \bu wfll be flown to the AGS team’s training schoolm the 
: soutfr of Franc© for the iriost > • 

/ exhilarating expe rie nce of yotfrfrfe.TTre school specialises in 
; FI courses and provides all tho racewear and Instruction you win, 
•>' • \"Y. J\>i ; r f' : S 


t ARGENTINIAN GRAHD PRIX PRIZE 

the Dream Team manager vwth tlw highest 
- mincer. Of points following the Argentinian Grand Prix wr'7 
April will win an Trtitral trial at the Nigef Mansefl Raang School. 
-ttKir prize Includes instruction j^hi> BMW31Bi before going 
not on yoiie own in -a Fbrim^ FTret sn^e , seated y . 

Congratulations to Mr K RkBngs from Sattfleet- by-Loirthy Ult- 
, coJnshire wrth hfe team BighiU Racing. He ba& won oar Brazflran 
GrandPrix priz»,a VlPtrip for two totho San Marino Grand . .; 
Pitt. : : ■= • : • - :: ■ 1 >• X " ’ V 'J ■' • : ' 


HOW TO ENTER 

Choose your Dream Tfeam from the 
shopping list on this page. 
Remember, you must choose three dri- 
vers (the third from the£l million sec- 
tion), one chassis and one engine. You 
must not eroeed your budget of £40 mfl- 
Hon. 

Give your team a name and register it 
by ringing 0891 891 805. 

You will immediately be asked the en- 
try question How many races are there 
in this year’s Formula One World 
Championship? 

To enter your Dream Team details you 
can use one of two methods. 

Method 1 uses a tone phone that lets 
you key in the code numbers of your 
driver, chassis and engine 
chokes. The computer will check that 
your team Ms within budget and is el- 
igible. 

Method 2 uses a non-tone phone and 
give your details verbally. A budget 
check is not possible using this method. 

When you have registered your 
Dream Team, you will be asked lo pre- 
dict the number of points this year’s 
champion will notch up over the year. 
In case of a tie at the end of the sea- 
son, the nearest figure to the champi- 
on’s points will win the top prize. In the 
event of a further tie, the team that reg- 
istered first will win. 

Once you have registered your team 
you will be asked for your name, 
address and telephone number. Your 
team selections plus your personal de- 
tails will be played back to you and, 
when you confirm that they are 
correct, you will be given a PIN 
number. 

This is confirmation of your entiy and 
will enable you to access the score 
checking fine. 


There is no limit on the number of 
teams an individual can enter, but only 
one team can be registered per call. 


CHECKING YOUR SCORE 

You can check your team's position at 
any time by calling 0891 891 806 and 
quoting your PIN number. If you 
want to know the individual driver, 
chassis and engine scores from the most 
recent race, call 0891 891 807. Dus line 
will also list the Top 50 
Formula One Dream Thoms. 


Rules 

1. All telephone calls are charged at 39p 
per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at ailoiher times, with a typical call to se- 
cure your entry lasting between five and 
sevenminutes. 

2. The deadline to be included in a par- 
ticular race is midday the Friday prior to 
that race. 

9. The judge's derision is final, ho cor- 
respondence will be entered into and 
there is no cash alternative for prizes. 

4. Employees of Newspaper Publishing 
Pic, Haymaricet Publishing Ltd and all 
associated companies and their families 
are ineligible. 

5. Entrants must be 18 or over and res- 
idents of Lbe UK or the Irish Republic. 

4. To be eligible for the main prize, you 
must hold a current driving licence, be 
no more chan 1 .95m (all and weigh no 
more than 220Jb&. 

7. All scores will be worked out accord- 
ing to the official FTA time sheets pro- 
duced^ at the meeting. The values stated 
for drivers, engines and chassis bear no 
relation to real life. 

5. In the event of a lie for the Dream 
Team Top Prize or fen- any of the individual 
race prizes, the team that registered first 
wiU win. 

9. For lost PIN numbers, call 0891 891 
80S. Helpline: 01275 344183. 

10. The Tap 50 Teams Line, lists the top 
50 teams from the last race. Bath the 
Team Position Check Line and the Re- 
sults & Top 50 Teams Line wfli be updated 
at 2 pm on the Monday following a race. 
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sport 


Branch has 
solid took 

at 40-1 

piC ^ throu S h the prices 
in the first four Classics of the season 


Bookmakers offering dreadful 
odds on the Classic favourites 
are now as much as part of East- 
er tradition as eggs and bunnies, 
but this year the accountants to 
whom risk is the worst of all 
four-letter words have sur- 
passed themselves. ■ 

As a demonstration of the way 
things are going, consider that 
Shadeed. the 1985 ZOOO Guin- 
eas winner, could be backed at 

7- 2 after his convincing win in the 
Craven Slakes: Shergar was an 

8- 1 chance for the Dertw after 
15 Sandown Classic Trial victo- 
ry and, briefly, 5-2 after taking 
the Chester \fose. 

In the nervous 1990s, though, 
you will not beat 1 1-8 about Al- 
haarth for next month's ZOOO 
Guineas (or, for that matter, 
3-1 for the Derby), despite the 
fact that he has yet to see a track 
this year, and indeed will only 
now be starting his fast work at 
home. Alhaarth is just one of 67 
entries in the first colts' Classic, 
and yet the bookmakers are 
telling us that his chance of suc- 
cess is almost 50 per cent. 

It has not yet been decided 
whether Alhaarth will have a 
Guineas prep-race, but since 
Dick Hem’s two previous win- 
ners of the 2,000, Nashwan and 
Brigadier Gerard, did so first 
time up, this may not worry 
many punters or seriously affect 
his price. Whether a successful 
debut in a Classic is quite so 
likely in the era of Godoiphin’s 


system of accelerated develop- 
au?* be doubtful, as must 
Alhaarth’s right to be likened to 
such exceptional horses. 

The Godolphin team has yet 
to make a final decision on 
which of their hoises will return 
to Britain, and since their win- 
ter-holiday party included Mark 
Of Esteem, the ante-post ZOOO 
Guineas second-favourite, his 
odds too look cramped. 

As yet, most trainers have lit- 
tle idea as to just howwell their 
best horses have fared during the 
last five months, and fillies in 
particular are slow to come to 
hand after such a hard winter, 
in winch case, you may fairly ask, 
what chance do punters have, 
and certainly there are better 
limes than Easter to get involved 
in the ante-post markets. 

In the first two Classics, 
though, the best juvenile often 
stands up well. Bookie-inspired 
dark horses, for example John 
Gosden's Pomxnard, recently 
well-supported (so they tell us) 
to 16-1 for the are best 
avoided. Pommard. who won a 
maiden in June on his only start, 
is clearly working like a good 
horse, but experience is just as 
important at Newmarket. On a 
simple point of value. Danehill 
Dancer, runner-up to Alhaarth 
in the Dewhurst, looks over- 
priced at 25-1, and would cer- 
tainly be so if any mishap were 
to befall the favourite. 

The 1,000 Guineas odds are 



Bosra Sham, a powerful filly but skinny in the betting for the 1^)00 Guineas 


Photograph: Ed Byrne 



dominated, as they have been 
throughout the winter, by Bosra 
Sham and Blue Duster, though 
the uncertain participation of A 
Votre Saute, trained by Co- 
quette Head, is a unfortunate 
complication. A Votre Same de- 
stroyed a useful field at Saint- 
Cloud a week ago, and at 12rl 
would be a very interesting 
candidate, but the Poule d’Es- 
sai des Pouliches (Reach 1,000) 
is an equally likely targeL 
Again, the best two-year- 
olds generally go very well in 
the 1,000, but the current odds 
about Bosra Sham, last year's 
Fillies' Mile winner, and Blue 
Duster, who took the Cheveley 
Park Stakes, are best avoided 
One alternative is My Branch, 
a 40-1 chance with Ladbrokes, 
who was runner-up to Blue 
Duster at Newmarket and im- 


proved rapid!}' throughout last 
season. If that progress has con- 
tinued, she could yet be a seri- 
ous contender. 

Alhaarth dominates the Der- 
by market too, but by June the 
late developed will be finding 
form and there are plenty of 
names to consider. Another of 
John Gosden's charges, Sacho, 
by Sadlers Wells out of Oh So 
Sharp, has been well backed re- 
cently, while Silver Dome, who 
beat him in a Newmarket maid- 
en, has also found support. 

Preference is for the 33-1 
chance Helicon, another New- 
market maiden winner who 
joined the exodus to Dubai, 
while in the Oaks, Bint SalsabO 
is fairty priced at 16-1. This Clas- 
sic often cuts up, and as a 
daughter of Nashwan and 
Salsabil, she has the pedigree. 
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Stewards are defended Scientist doubts if Shergar case is drawing to a close 


The Jockey Club yesterday de- 
fended the decision of the 
stewards at Ludlow on Wed- 
nesday who allowed Oaklands 
Word to keep the hunter chase 
even though he had jumped 
one fence fewer than the run- 
ner-up, West Quay. The con- 
fusion arose when a fence was 
partially dolled off because of 
a stricken jockey. 


The Club’s John Maxse said: 
"The stewards had a strange set 
of circumstances before them, 
could not apportion blame, and 
so allowed the result to stand. 
The rules permit that. They are 
for the protection of horses and 
riders, and it is possible in ex- 
ceptional circumstances for the 
finishers not to have jumped the 
same number of fences. 


The head of the Weatherbys’ 
Bloodtyping Laboratories in 
Co. Kildare, John Flynn, yes- 
terday sought to play down sto- 
ries that an eDd to the 13-year 
riddle of Sbergar’s disappear- 
ance is near. 

The exhumation of a carcass 
in Co Donegal has sparked 
hopes of an identification of the 
colt, kidnapped from the Bally- 


many Stud in 1983. But DNA 
profiles from the carcass, tom 
Shergaris offspring and hair 
samples taken from the horse 
when he was alive by souvenir 
hunters must first be built before 
there is a possibility of knowing 
whether the remains are those 
of the 1981 Derby winner. 

Flynn, who will mastermind 
the process, warned: “The po- 


tential is there for a 100^>, un- 
equivocal identification that 
the carcass is that of Shergar - 
but there is a very long and dif- 
ficult time ahead. 

“There will have to be a 
complete and thorough testing 
procedure and we will be rely- 
ing on how the owners of Sher- 
gar's offspring respond. 

“A DNA profile has to be 


built from the carcass and then 
matched with the DNA profiles 
from other material, sources of 
hair which have come to light 
and Shergar’s offspring. 

Tf all three were to match up. 
that would amount to over- 
whelming evidence, but the ma- 
terial is between 12 and 13 
years old and it is a very pro- 
tracted and uncertain business.” 


All eyes turn to 
woes of Wigan 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

Wigan's ability to keep their 
eyes on the ball and their minds 
on the job in hand have rarely 
come under the degree of 
scrutiny they will face at St He- 
lens today. 

This Good Friday derby, now 
part of the opening exchanges 
of a summer season, was high- 
ly charged even before the 
Wigan chairman. Jack Robin- 
son, and another director were 
arrested for alleged conspiracy 
to defraud on Wednesday. 

The news broke just as the 
game’s governing body, the 
Rugby League Council, was 
meeting in Wigan and there was, 
by all accounts, little sympathy 
for the hosts. The representa- 
tives of some clubs did not even 
attempt to keep their faces 
straight. All those clubs will be 
watching Wigan for signs of 
stress at Knowsley Road today. 

Robinson is adamant be will 
not stand down. “I’ve been 
charged but I’ve not been found 
guilty,” he said. “I’m obviously 
veiy disappointed to be in this 
pcation, but everyone at the club 
has shown solidarity and Fve not 
considered stepping down.” 

The club brought in a clair- 
voyant this week, as a gimmick 
before the Saints match, but 
they find themselves in the grip 
of unforseen circumstances. 

Nefl Cowie, the prop forward 
also interviewed by police on 
Wednesday before being re- 
leased without charge, has been 
included in an unchanged side. 

Wigan showed an uncharac- 
teristic tendency to over-praise 
themselves after their 56-16 
victory over a dismal Oldham in 


their first Super League match. 
Tbday wiD be an infinitely stern- 
er test of how they wiU cope with 
their current tensions. 

At the same time, the match 
comes earlier in the season 
than is ideal for Saints, leaving 
their coach, Shaun McRae, to 
play down the make-or-break 
nature of the meeting. “I've 
been telling the players that, like 
every other match, it counts for 
two points," he said- 

With Andy Leatham and 
Simon Booth figured, McRae 
gives a full debut to his feUow- 
Australian, Derek McVey, and 
has Adam Fogerty back after 
three months out with an ankle 
injury and Tbmmy Martyn on the 
bench after even longer absent. 

Bradford Bulls yesterday 
completed the signing of the 24- 
year-old utility forward, Steve 
McNamara, from Hull for an 
undisclosed fee over £100,000. 
He was signed too late to play 
a gains t Sheffield Eagles today, 
but will be in the squad against 
London on Monday. 

Leeds have Carl Hall back 
but are without Adrian Moriey. 
with Nick Fozzard coming in, 
for their match against CastJe- 
ford, while Warrington give 
the young New Zealander, Toa 
Kohe-Love, his full debut 
a gains t Workington. 

The First and Second Divi- 
sions will play under the more 
liberal - if frequently more 
confusing- rule that allows four 
substitutes and up to six changes 
for the first time. In the pick of 
those matcbes. Wdoesgo to First 
Division Champions Salford, 
while the new South Wales chib’s 
fortunes at Prescot Panthers, 
the renamed perennial back- 
markers, Highfield, will be 
watched anxiously. 


Johnson advances at 
expense of Hands 


Squash 


Tony Hands became Paul John- 
son’s latest victim yesterday in 
the second round of the Leekes 
British Open. The Kent player 
took another unexpected step 
towards the latter stages at the 
Cardiff International Arena af- 
ter a 15-17, 15-11,15-12, 15-13 
victory which took more than an 
hour and a half. 

After a hesitant first game on 
the Perspex show court, the 23- 
year-old left-hander drove 
Hands on to the defensive and 
cut him apart at the end with 
string of forehand Jail-shots. 
“Everyone thought the English 
would do well in this tourna- 
ment, but they didn’t expect it 
to come from me,” said John- 
son, who put out the national 
champion, Peter Nicol, in the 
previous round. 

Johnson was probably ex- 
pecting to meet fellow Eng- 
lishman Chris Walker in today’s 
quarter-finals, but Walker, the 
only other remaining seed in the 
half of the draw of the defend- 


ing champion, Jansher Khan, 
was unexpectedly beaten 15-13, 
15-9, 12-15, 15-8 in 63 minutes 
by the French champion, Julien 
BonetaL Bonetat never allowed 
Walker to gel into ihe match and 
could have won in straight games 
but for the Essex man providing 
brief resistance 10 fight bade from 
9-5 down in the third game. 

England was successful in the 
women’s matches with Glouces- 
ter's Fiona Geaves, the eighth 
seed, beating Rebecca Macree 
of Essex 9-5, 9-0, 9-0 in just 22 
minutes. Cassie Jackman, the 
fourth seed, beat Vicki Card- 
well, the 40-year-old Australian 
who dominated in the early 
1980s, 9-1, 9-5, 9-6. “I played 
pretty well for two games but I 
lei her drag me into the third,” 
Jackman admitted. “It is always 
hard to get past Vicky without 
netting messed about a bit.” 

■ Mark Chaloner, who is 
through to the quarter-finals in 
Cardiff, has been voted player 
of the year by the British Squash 
Professionals’ Association. The 
England No 3 Linda Charman 
took the women's award. 


Stable doors left open today 


With racing taking its traditional 
break in Britain and Ireland for 
Good Friday, two of the lead- 
ing training centres - Lam- 
bourn and Middleharn — throw 
open their gates to the public. 

In Lara bo urn -where visitors 
are advised to arrive early to 
avoid traffic congestion — Lhe 
main vards are open from 
&3flairi until 1pm. while the re- 
maining stables open at 9 -30am. 


In the afternoon there will be 
various attractions on the downs 
including Tracey Bailey per- 
forming a bungee jump. Cost for 
the whole day is £5 per person 
but is free for 'children under 1Z 
The same prices apply at 
Middleharn, where all 15 yards 
are open from 9.30am to 1pm. 
Equine celebrities will include 
Desert Orchid, Hallo Dandy 
and the showjumper Milton. 
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™OBnwatB«ntWDni .. 

WMJO.'tJoadpOC 
Pte0 * ft £623.99. Place S: £47&3 p. 


UNGFELD 

iflft 4 boko (Rar Eaaeret \ 

Ei-10, £2.10, Of; £1.20. CSF £2 bo. 
2Jft L IEEKYIWJA fM Fcnnsl W *■ 
U..10 by- 3 . sany Bohavtour 
J-z. 3 ran. 7Hz, */*, -m Beu. Ner/mad-rt 1 
: wte E33a DF: £200. CSF: £5.00. 


3.0ft 4 THORN rWAMA (M Band) 14-1; 
2. Mild 7-1: 3. PoBy Peeutaf 7-4 lAran. 
JO-3 fW Brant «9. Hk «l(I BM&r. 
LiohooH) Tote: £15.50; £2-60. €3.00, 
EaJsO. OF: £96.30. CSF: E105J20. Trtcasc 
£696-20. Tno: £277.40. 

MO: 1. CHAMPAGNE BRANDY (P P Mur- 
nhwi 12-1: 2. Proud Monk 6-1: 3. TBer 
^'(ir-kfiSden PW»d 13-2. lBran.2%. 
ffoSI Upper lamboum). Tote: 

eaiarwSa ano.s2MD.w-- 

Sfffo.KF- £6631- Trteasn £396.41. Tnx 
£338.00. 

a Oft L PRINCE MNSWf U We ag) 4-5 
MievW ** 3L Beta* 

rund Humn^. Wea#: 
£t) T nte £2-10: £1-30. £1-60. DF: 
£460- £5-08. Wt She&tt Dneam. 
430: 1. OUR SNAD6E 1C SctfW 3-1 Jt 

^ s0 - 

KS*Br£7A36. pSS^£70.47. 

MUSSELBURGH 

^ 2. SWEET EMWUWE 

n>9 craino 3-1 ix tw: 3- MJscoiflf 
7 I’mu? 1 Jt Sotef0 Bey. S. 

£220. £L10. £5^0. 
jTf? 90^07.52. Trio: £36.90. - 

«SB3SSBSf.?SSSSE 

&F- £42 29- Tftost £51L30- Tno: £3050. 

iso: 3. TO THE ROOF (G Ifed) 5-^! 
_ ti-V 3. Tenor 6-1: 4. Sor- 

r»J3, W- IP 

£2.00. £2.20. £120- OF: 
My cnerTywe* 1 - Tno. £4 2 jO- 

, ** s-taU 33-t 3. Setfwsn 5-1. 6 
^ poetry 2'-k, l 3 /t (D Cos- 

1155.80. Trto: SflSXO. 
a 40- 1- EBEN NAAS (K teley) 34: 2. 
16- 1; 3- Umpetr Racks 25-1. 

Sffi’wSBaSSi £4^7. T^ 

S1^B5RB— q>Jt 


JUST THE TICKET: 


weekly 


what’s 


where 


sporting spectator 


Tills weekend 

TODAY 

CYCUNft InstnaDonal Track Meeong (Heme 
HW). Sprints, pursues. Keutre, oeMl take the 
tnndmosts. plus the fra round of me 1998 
Bnosn poons urtes cnamplons»»p. Prrfnwray 
races start at 10 -3flam. wffi the official seen 
and finals hom 1pm. Aerwssjon: £750 
adults, £5 cftrMma under-13s free. £l5fem- 
i%( ocket. Herne HM Stadken. Burtage Road. 
Heme Hil. London SE24. 

MOTOR RACING: Bnosti Forrmia Tim) Cftam- 
puansrrip (Outran Park). Quafffjmg sums an. 
8.45am and the firet race of the nme-strong 
progamme is at 1.45pm. Aameson: £10 
adulis. ctudran free. Ourton Pak. Lmte Bud- 
worth, Tanx«y. Owstiire. Jiraions 18 or 19 
of M6, heed tty Chester and circuit b st^v 
posted at A54/A49 nteisecoen. (Tel: 01829 
760301). 

SNOOKER: Brtdsh Open fPiymoumt. The h- 
nal wortd rantetgaumament Defere the Wwid 
Oartwontfsps. Tod^: tfral round. Artinseon: 
£2 aX dav. Tomorrow quaner-flnats: £3 all 
day. Sunday: Serw-fircfls: 1pm. £8; 7pm, £7. 
Moray: finat Ham, £& 3t»n, £lft Ptaodi 
t^vfcns. fvffiHnkRnad. (Te£ 01752 2299221 
SQUASH: Leekes Brash Open (CardW). Ses- 
siors today: noon and 6pm. £10: tomorrow 
& sold out Sunday: 1pm, £17. Imematlor- 
ai Arena, Mary Ann Street, off Bute Terrace, 
Cardiff. {Tel: 0l222 2244381 
TABLE TENNIS: Eng&h Open ChamiBartsfilps 
(Keoenne). The tournament toest aO tne lead- 
ing cflgtsh pieyers. plus top-notch otetseas 
tjfiyeo, mtiuding the world an^es ctampi- 
oa Kong Ijngtui, of China, the top seed m 
the men's singes. Today: 10am. admrsson: 
£6 aduRS. £3ctftken, £15famSyta*st (two 
aduhs, vro cftfttanJKroenng tesure vaiage, 
Thureton DrNe. Kemdne. North a mptonshee. 
ts dose to junction ofn of A14. (01536 
414141J. 

WJMJSURFWG: BWA Nadorat OtanwcnsfJp 
senes Waraaon). Competitors se spin into 
wo cateanes. who saa the same course. Tha 
Premier wet comprises profesdona! men and 
youths and the Amateur fleet for men and 
women. Racing is in mo tfistippnes; course 
ra®igafclsiatom.MamBay, oft Maaaon, 

east of Penzance, ConraaL 
TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: RA Carting Premwshp, End- 
steeUfflCJeBndBsa’sSceosfU^ea- 
RUtfflV UNO* (tarasemsove Matcn: CartMf 
v Sartanans (230). Courage Ctubs Champr- 
onshp, Henaiwi WEfer. Leags, Insjance Cor- 
porMonmsh League. 

RACWQ (Flat lu eef imu a c a ptra u }: HAY- 

DOObCouBf Sana £25: TanersafcfS: New- 
on Stan: £4 (DAPs Ufprfce n Tasetsafls 
and Newton Stand}. IRrs race 130). NEW- 
TON: Club £15, Juntas (16 ®25-tear-oKsl 
£12; Graixisand £10: Sker Ang £5. U.45). 
CwSHa: Cbb £12 WPs and under-21s £9!; 
TaceraaSs £6 Wt and under 21s £3). 
CMSl. Newfoo Abbot; TX&saHs £820: 
Course £4. Accompanied uider-16s free. 
(1,40). PfcBnjdiiiE Menders Tatatsafis 

£8: Course £4. (US'.. Towcester. Members 
£12; Tatwsafls £8; Goose £4 fCar pts a3 
nccurams fist, p 3th 
CANOBHftVffi: Waa Raovg {Suite- 
houses, rear Hafrt^sl. The indflsdualaaiv 
paaion sass at noon fcr me-Dmson A and 
open races on the TSwWasIten Mberthe 
Tbnacmssasermir and inches 3^Kfcmares 
doraoeam at *eiw3ge ewr)39near BLt 
bartjouses bafere m Fewsar. rasafte The 
tisam a«ra stars at 2ptr_ Thera a a car pan 
bskMr- the An z P^sao ss resawsr. 
TOigi s* nac s STge track fion A59 ana 
a the 3as5 near Cjb ptx^. SjbtKCioses 
is or A59 Ha-u^te o Sr^Cr. maft 


CYCUNft British Mountain Bite National 
Points Series (Port Talbot). Tha ftynxnc 
squad competes along with an ewetseas en- 
try. The otrnnfill races start at llam tomor- 
row. On Sinday, the first rider on the 
cioss-countiy goes at 9am, wltn the pro-Afite 
entrants starting at lpm. Admission: £3.50 
adu/ts. £2 chiWrenftoncesstons. M3rgam 
Conwy Perti, Port Tatttt. West Samorgen, 
is a^ipostad trow junction 38. M4. 
FENCING: Brrmntftam Iraematiorval {Unwer- 


women's^pte and IdA and mrad sabre. Brush 
hopes are Mgr in the women's ApAe as Pen- 
ny Tomfinson, the Ed^astorvtased artema- 
nwial. returns to form to chalengs tne 
defending cnampion. Jos HofmanfrCtatV. 
from the Netherlands. Victory for Tomlinson, 
the Brrtrsn No 1 who b is a previous wtimer. 
would put her m gxxS form tor the Breen round 
of ihe women's World ftp at Ipswich laser vfe 
month. Competition starts at 9am, win finals 
from 5pm, Spectating ts free. Sports centre. 
University of Brmingham, ts off A36 Bread 
Road SotAh. Bmlngtram. 

ROWMft UnWwsay Boat Race (Pisney to Mon- 
late. River Thames). The 142nd race tomor- 
row starts at 3.30pm when Oxford and 
Can*nd^embar1ionthe4V.m9esfiT)mPut- 
ray is Montale. The Tdeway b eessy acoessMe 
ty jai»« trarraxn. At the swi Putney Bridge 
{Waterloo BR to Putney w Dtstncr line un- 
dergound to Putney Bndgel offers the best 
view end Fulham Park is good for pttntdong. 
Bishop's Parti, on the Fulham bank, Ham- 
mefsmrthBndgpfffccaiMyorDKnctBDHam- 
merarrah BndgS), Dties Meadow, at Cheweit, 
Barnes RaAttey Bridge and Chlswicti Bnr^e at 
the Gnsh (Waterloo BR to MonteVa, Dwna 
line to Kew Cardens) ell offer vantage points. 
SIMMY 

FOOTBALL: Scottish FA Cupsamr-finat Celtic 
v Rangers (4.0) (ar Hampden ParW. 

RUGBY UNION: Airwtck Seven-a-Side Tour- 
nament. Bam. Newcastle and Jed-Fbrest hwe 
entered teams. First game ts at noon, with 
the final at 5.45pm. Admission: £3 adutts. 
otnUren and panong free. AlnwioK RFC, 
GraensfieM, Affiwek. NOThunbertand. m 
01665 602342) 

EQUESTRUMSM: Brigstodt Hone Trials 
Otenedngl.Thetnaiscompriseadvancedrei- 
ere oniy and the 150- strong amry 1 1st from 15 
cotsKrtBS ccntart aa the leoctmg B^its. Ian 
Stall. Martr Todd, May Wng, Karsn Dwn, He- 
len BeU. Knsma &fford, and WiBiam Fox-Pitt 
are some of me atom competing. Dressage 
stars on Saturday at 12.30pm. resuming on 
Sunday a 98m. The snrw jumprng starts at 
1045am. followed tw me aoss-counoy at 
llam. Spemsrg ts free amorow and £10 
per car on Sunday. Ffermyn woods Hants on 

the lower Benefield road, 1 mtes wcn-easi 
of Hrigstodt, KettBnng, NonnafnptDftSttie, on 
A6116 between Corby and Thrapston. StM 
Easton Park Horae Thais (Bath). There will 
ae nowce eressage and sfw* jtmpmg to- 
morrow, wn cross-counoy on Sunday from 
9am. Or. Monday, the advanced nderecom- 
pe», tern dressage and snow jumpmg from 
SJCam ane errsi-axmy from noon. Se^- 
erteen coumies ae represenao and mcfcjde 
the nders. Ma^Todd, BQRh Tafl, Wrgma B- 
ta: and Andrew Nicholson. The Young Rid- 
era Advanced Tna! e another maUifftt of me 
day. Acfrnsscn: £8 par ear. Sw Easton, Bam. 
Avon. S 12 miles softh Of BnstSl w Ihe A37 
Shepajr.MaSe: roada; mejurtCW.wfli the 
KS9. 

HOVERCRAFT RACING: National Race Meet- 
ETg <iydd:. The operMgmund of me season 
c om&nes raaig oicr lane anc water. All sa 
passes ae uXS SteC- Forrmas One. Tap and 
s=e& torts, iuntor and Formula 25. Prat- 


PICK OF IHE. DAY 

TlEWEEKENti^raeracb^ 

The ThuwfetjaH;-;^ ‘,v • ' 
Santa Pod - L ' •- . 


The Esster ltfubde rt»tr at Santa 
Aid Raceway In BaJfbntehinB'tfTls: 
weel«aS6qperistteits^ 
ingseason. With spinning tyres and, 
burning fuDber, thft Tbp Alcohol 
dra^tefs and ■ PrbrModifieti.tars 
are the'fl’wft.-ftatnre- of at-.pro- 


Funoy Ca^ of Gary F^ge and John 
.Spufferd. Because of a smaller 
wheelbase. Funny Cais are diffk 
colt to handle arid are notorious 
for tfwfreiratfc movement on the 
c^iarter-mlte_stri^^^ 
weekend will be ctemoristretlons 
: of jet cars -hotey, flanr©:^)urtif^ 
machines, powered fiy jet engines 
and veiy fast".; •: 


HowtOjratlNerK SamaPodRaceoiw.BBd- 
6 swpo^ from yjnrton 34; Ml. 
.■ Weei^1ict(«tta0ed^:C35:StrwdBy 

e^ammerWhicft^vHudes support; trmcbca^W-maAfeSifiJw 
rac«fort^UKSupef^s arari^ : 

hait-Onca. under- lis free. Actiorf.1fc.from- 
IQamto 6pm dafe fiovts* 
mfc (let W234 7828283 


ptonshlp. Sportsman dassesand' 
mot on yfes. There wifi .be a.three- 
rbuhd matah'.hetwear'lhe'Rip R*t 


ties a from llam on 


bnues to 6pm. On Mondey, 
Admission: £2 adutts, £1 ■ 


landractnEcon- 
Jam to 4.50pm. 
[ere Wren ureter- 16 , 
under -f^es free. Watersports Centre, Den^- 
maish Road, Lydd, Kent. 

MOTDCROS& British Championship (Wakes 
Cdnel. Stefan Everts, the 2S0cc wortd chsm- 
pton from Belgum, was given a wfld card to 
ride m me British championship- After two 
rounds he has won five races out of sot In the 
open class and on Surday looks to mend that 
lead. Practice starts at 933am, the fvstsup- 
pon: ra» is at Hem. Wowed by the tet cfwrv 
ptonsho race at 12JJ0pm. Adrrvsskm: £6 
adults, £3 children. Little Loteney Hail, 
wates Colne, Hatsoaad, Essex, Is off A604. 
MOTOR RACING: Tarmac XR Challenge 
ftwckhUI). The Saxtish championship sea- 
son starts on Sunday with a new one-make 
ehampionstvo m the Tamac XR ChatargE. The 
Formula Fbrti cftamptonship Is the other mam 
race m the sewn-strong prtwamme. Radng 
starts at 1.30pm. Admiuion: £6 adults, £3 
12-16 year-aka. under- 12 s free. KnocSnl Ce- 
cue B ftre miles norovwesl of Duntermfew, 
Fife, on A823. (Tel: 01383 723337). Spring 
Naorsi Meeting (Harewood). The flret ha cflmb 
meeting at Harewood tres season features a 
143-car entry, wah singes seatere, saloons, 
sports car aid classic sports care- Practice 
starts at 93m, with racing from 3pm. Adms- 
swn: £5 edute. children under-14 free. 
Harewood KrP Camti. Smcton Farm, is xr- 
en mflss noniwast of Leeds on A659 between 
Harewood vilage and Colleigham. (Teh 0113 
288 6391). 

MONDAY 

FOOTBALL- .FA Carting PramrersTUp and EntJ- 
sfetgt League programmes. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Stones Super Leagie. 
RUGBY UNBM: Hemeken welsh Leagje First 
DmscrtAteaiWV'CsnSffCJOf.QAtMatEh- 
es Bonyrruei v Neam pJO): Bndgend v 
Maesteg l2-30); Cross Keys v Aberram 
(2J0i; Newport v London wash f2.30i: Tre- 
degar v Ebow Vale (2.30) 

RACING: KEMPTOK Out) £13. Juntos (16 
IP 25-yev-OUs) £12; Grandstand £1D. Sif- 
ter Rmg £3. Aoompamed children under-16 
free. (2.10). WARWICK: CU» £12 06 to 24- 
tea.'-o«te £6); Taoersaus £& Come £5. 
■;2J35). NEWCASTLE: Club £12: TanersaBs 
£9; Siluer Ring £4 (£2 for OAPs and regs- 
terefl dfiaweti). (2.25). NOTTINGHAM: Oub 
£12 Uurws. 16-21 yeas. £8i: T3RBsatls £& 
Sher Rrtgartd Paddock £4. (2^0). Carffsle: 
Oub £12 (OAPs and tnler-21s £9': Taner- 
sais £€ tOAPs and undcr-21s £3i. (2-20i. 
Chepstow: Dub £14; TanereaQs £10 (OAK 


£5). Course £5 (OAPs £3). (2.0). Fafcenhanc 
Memoere £12: Grandstand and Paodock £8; 
Course £4 laccompanted under- 16s free al 
enclosures), (230i. Hereford: CM>£12;Tat- 
tarea«s£a course endcaae £5, (230). Hunt- 
inedoo: Members £12; Paddodt £8; Coutse 
£4. (2.01. M*rtceCRasen:OuO£12; Taner- 
sbUs £8 lOAPs who are members of come s 
JuMee aiib£4):SftverRmg£5 (Ajbilee Ciub 
OAPs £2.50). (2.15). Newton Abbot: Tat- 
tersans £8.50; Course £4. Accompareeo un- 
der- 16s free. (215). Pferagton: Members 
£12; Tattetsafis £3; Couse £4. (2.30). 
ToweestaR Members £12; Tatfersafls £8; 
Course £4 (Car (/lb al ocaoents Q5i. QA5). 
Uttareten Club £15 (OAPs £12): Tattersals 
£10 (OAPs £7): Couse £3. (215). wether- 
tjy. Qub £12 (accompanied under- 16 s tree): 
TattersaUs £7; Course £2 (cats, including up 
to 4 adults £6). (2.15/. Wtacanton: Mem- 
bers £1250 (tovor Mentos, 17 to 22 yeare. 
£650): Tatzereans £8; Come (and cats to 
course) £4. (Under-IGsfiee <mo al enclosures). 
(20). 

MOTORCYCLING: Motor CVcfe News British 

SupertWtfl CframpionsfiQ (Thnnuxi/. The 
large 45-strong entry mefudes tne deferring 
champion. Steve Hislop. «mo leads The 
Nemesrs Kawasaki team challenge in the third 
and fourth rounds, unnmed warm-up is from 
Sam. with racing from noon. Admission; £13 
adults, SMomparvsd children 15 and under 
free. Official qualifying will be held tomorrow, 
from 9am to 6pm: £6. free. On Stnday, the 

tunsiBraces; pra^ra*from 10 3Sam! rac- 
ngtrom 12.30pm; £6, free. Thruaon Circuit 
is me mites west or Andover. Hampshire, on 
A303- (Tel: 01264 77269®. 

MOTOR RACING: Auto Trader RAC TouiUlg Car 
Champwnship (Donington Pari»l. The fta two 
rouvis of (he poptiartoulrtgcar chempon^p 
fe 0 WB 3 ttairiihgionari Easter Montay.John 
CJetovl, the defencbig champion, tops the en- 
try wnn ms raw Vaudvi! Vectra. Other front- 
runners include Alatn Menu, tne twice 
runner-up who drives j WJfeams-run Renault 
Laguna, and WtU hoy, who remains with the 
Dtdconeam to mount a chasenge for ine ti- 
tle he won in 1991, Racing Stans at 10 am, 
Admadcrr £14 adjts. accompanied ewdren 
under-16 free. (Sunday’s qualifytfg e from 
9am-5pm, £ 6 , free). Dorhftgton Partt, Caste 
□omngjon. Detby. b three redes from junc- 
oons 23M4 of M1/U42/A12 (Tet 01332 
810048). 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7 J30 unless stoted): Tuesday: 
Endsielgn Insurance League Find DMsion: 


Lercester v West Bromwich (7.45); Luton v 
Stoke (7.45). StreandD Mafo tc Bournemouth 
v Swansea (7.45); Briawon v Burnley (7.45): 
Notts County v Bristol Rovers (7.45); Shrews- 
bury v Chesterfield. Third Division: Scartw- 
oi^yiv Bury. BeTs Scottish I osgro Prenriar 
DfvWon: Parockv Aberdeen. FA Youth Cup 
aood-flnal flret lag: West Ham vWImWedon 

(7.0) . Wednesday: Endsldgb Insuranca 
Lbb&n Rrrt DWtslon: MWwafl v Blnrtn0ttm 
(7.45). Bed’s Scottish League Premier Di- 
vWotc Celtic v Whnemocfi (7 -45i: Hearts v 
Rangers. Thursday: QM vauxtaJB Confer- 
ence: Broms&we v KatlBrmg (7.45). 
RUGBY LEAGUE: Tuesday: Stones Super 
Uagm: Halifax v CastJeford (7 JO). FHrkay: 
Stones Srmer League: wamnaon v Ha Max 
1730). Second DNWoo: Banow v Sown 
Wales (7.30). 

MXSYUNBN: Wednesday: QMaage Cuts’ 
Championship Natfooal League One: 
Ooucester » 8am (70). was* Conon Hfoemia 
ftacRoyd N3vyvRAF(3-ft far 7iifcfcen/iam). 
RACJNG (Rat meeUngs In capitals): SOUTH- 
WELL (Al Weather* CU> £12; Tatteraafls £6 
IOAP members of cause's Diamond Oub £4, 
accompanied under- iSs free;. ( 2 - 0 ). uttow- 
eten as Monday. (2.10). Wedwrfay: as Mon- 
day. (220). We d nes da y: RIPON: Club £12: 
Tanersans £& StNer Rmg £4; Couse £2 (ac- 
companied under- 16 s tree al) endosures). 
G.1CJ). Exetar: Grandstand ano Paddock £9; 
Sitter Fbng £4.50 (accompanied under-l6s 
free). (220). W orcester: Members £12.50; 
Tattersalls £9.50; Course £5 (OAPs £250). 

(2.0) . Thursday: MAMMON: dub £12; 
Grandstand and Paddock £7 (£4 for OAPs, 
disabled and sudems. £10 for couples); ac- 
companied under-16s free all enelo- 
arei(220). Cfretanhaac CM) am Taoereads 
combined £12 (juntos, 16-24 yeas, £8); Fds- 
tert Endosue fS. (1S5). Footwdt Cbb £12: 
Junior Chib (12 m 15-year-olds) £2, under 
12s free; TaoeroaDs £8 tacompamed under- 
16s free); Surer Rmg £4. (210). Friday: BEV- 
ERLEY: Oub £12; Junior Club (16 to 
21-year-olds) £8: TattersaUs £8; Silver Ring 
£3; Ccuree Enclosure £2 (2-20). BRIGHTON: 
Oub £12 tacoom pa raed under- 16s free); Tat- 
teraalls £& Silver Rmg £4 (me £4 per can. 
(220). NOTTINGHAM: as Monday. (2.0). 
NEXT WEEKEND 

FOOTBALL: Saturday: FA Carkng Premersrsp, 
Ervteieign insurance Leslie ano Bers Scot- 
tish League. Sunday: Aum Windscreens 
Shield Hrto; Rsshertvam v Shrowsbiay 13.0) 
(at Wembley). FA Carimfi Rrenveishlp: New- 
castle v Alton Vita (4.0). Ehdsle&t League 
First Dnnaon: Chadian v Deity (235): Ipswicn 
V Norwich (3.0). 

RtKSY LEAGUE: Saturftnr: Stones Super 
League: Oldham v Leeds (6.0); Parts vVltori*- 
ington (7-0). 

RUGBY UNION: Saturday: Courage duns' 
Championship and toarance Corporation 
msh League. 

RACING: Saturday: WARWICK: as Monday. 
tl.50) WOLVEWAWTON (AW): Ctub £li: 
Tattersafls £fi (OAP members of Demon! Oub 
£Ji: Viewing Restaurant £25.90 m£utiirg en- 
trance s«J meal. (7.0i. Ascot Members £16 
junior Members 16-25 years, naif pneej: 
Grandsana and Paddock GO: Siwr ftng £5. 
(2.0 1. Newton Abbot as Monday. ;2.0j. 
SedgefiekL- Paddock £8 jOAPs £4), Course 
£2. 11.45/. 

Plan ahead 

Next month, me best female aimnass 
m Europe will be in Birmingham, com- 
peting in the European Chamiwjrsh^K. 
Held every two years, the 21st cham- 
pionships are being staged at tne Na- 
oonai Exhibition Centre from the 2,6 !C 
19 May. 


Such is the strength of the sport in 
Europe that six of the world’s 10 lead- 
ing individuals are taking part, includ- 
ing Lilia Podkopayeva, the all-round wold 
champion from the Ukraine. The British 
team wl!l be announced on 25 April, but 
ts likely to include Anntka Reeder, who 
made history two years when she be- 
came the first British female to reach 
a European final in the floor discipline. 
The then 14-year-old proceeded to be- 
come England's youngest gold medal- 
list at the Commonwealth Games. 

For the senior gymnasts, it will be 
the final test of their shill before the 
Olympic Games. TWemy-sw senior and 
31 junior teams, comprising some 
500 gymnasts compete in the team 
event over the first two days. The lead- 
ing 24 individuals then go on to con- 
test the individual all-round title on 
Saturday 18 May and the top eight from 
each of the four apparatus wffl compete 
In the finals of the individual disciplines 
on Sunday. 

Spectators will also be able to visit 
the ‘Gymnastics Sports Exhibition’, 
which is being held in the Forum, next 
door id the Centre. This is free ro all 
ticket holders on the day of their at- 
tendance. 

For spectators intending to stay over 
for the championships, the official ac- 
commodation agent is the Birmingham 
Converrt»n and Vstore Bureau, who can 
offer a variety of packages, raring from 
form one to four nights’ bed-ano- 
breakfasx accommodation at hotels to 
suit all needs and budgets. 

European Gymnastic Championships for 
Women, Birmingham, 16-29 May. 

National E/Ntstion Centre. Bsmtifftam Is off 
junction $h of M42 from Ml ana M6. 
7tCheB: Thursday (opening time 10am; pro- 
pammer Junior team session l and 2, rpen- 
feg ceremony, junior team session 3): £15. 
£10 adufis, £6. £4 cftfcfren/OAPs: Fnoay 
(iCam: senior teem sessions 1. 2 3); £18. 
£15 adults. £1X £9 chDaremOAPs: Saturday 
(noon, senior and jurdrxalliuml trots): £25. 
£2Dadufts. £17. HSchftterfMfe Sunday 
fZOam, senior and Junior indMdtial ffrafcl: as 
Saojttiay. Sea&n tictec £73. £60 adutts. £46, 
£38 etiBOiWOAPs. European Gymnastics 
Champtoishfrs for Woman, NEC Bv Office. 
PQ 3o*3343. Btfrfongam Q4Q INS. Cred- 
it carts 0121 7674348. Thert is stocking 
fee oer tSCKeL TicteE can pe bxXed in per- 
son from the NEC bo« office flOam-Spm Mon- 
day to Sunday). IntematonaJ Conference 
Centre. Broad Sreet Birmingham (0121 212 
3333; 10am- 8pm Monday io Friday. 10am- 
SpmSatuoay), TfeterSnsp <0121 6432514. 
930am-5.3Qpm Monday to Saturday). 

Bmmgom Convention a no Visitors Bureau. 
\£C, Smrlnmam B40 IfJT. (Tel : 0121 783 
43 21; for 0121 750 42601. 

Details of forthcoming events with 
information on tickets and venues 
should be sent to; The S' 
Desk, The Independent, ! 
da Square, Canary Whart London 
£14 bDL. Fax; 0171 293 2894. 

Compiled by Paul Maher 
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Roe ready for Augusta’s ups and downs 


April is here and Georgia is on 
the minds of the world's best 
golfers. Preparations have en- 
tered their final week for the 
year's first major championship, 
the US Masters. 

Colin Montgomerie, and oth- 
ers. are in action in (he Bell 
South Classic at the Atlanta 
Country Club. With its hilly, 
tree-lined fairways and fast 
greens, conditions are similar to 
those at Augusta National, only 
a two-hour drive away. 

Nick Faldo has decided to 
spend time at home on the 
range - the practice range at 
Lake Nona, which is also the 
base for his coach, David Lead- 
better. 

Considerable fine tuning will 
be going on under the Floridi- 
an sun after the 1989 and ’90 
Masters champion missed the 


cut in the Players’ Champi- 
onship last week. 

And Mark Roe? Spring has 
arrived in the Derbyshire Dales, 
but Roe has yet to venture far 
from his cottage. He has been 
hard at work in the kitchen. The 
cat is wondering when its food 
bowl will once again contain its 
regular diet, rather than ined- 
ible-looking golf balls. 

“The lino in here is about the 
right pace," Roe says of his at- 
tempt to recreate the conditions 
of Augusta's notorious greens. 
There is no Stimpmeter handy 
to check, but certainly there will 
not be a course in the country 
that currently compares with the 
tojxrf-tbe-scale 12 reading to be 
found at Augusta. “1 like putting 
on fast greens. I wouldn't think 
those at Augusta are going to 
be faster Hum those at Sbin- 


The forgotten European In next week's 
US Masters is honing his game in his 
Derbyshire kitchen. Andy Farrell reports 


necock Hills for the US Open 
last year, or at Yalderrama. 

“But it is the slopes on the 
greens that makes Augusta so 
tricky. I’ve had a chat with 
some of the lads who have 
played there, and they say the 
art of playing Augusta is to keep 
the bail under the hole. Barry 
Lane told me the first time he 
played there he had a putt 
from 20 feet behind the hole on 
one green, and ended up 40 
yards off the front." 

Last week. Roe played in the 
Madeira Island Open. On 
greens with considerable grain, 
Roe took three putts seven 
times and four putts once; he 


missed the cut by one shot “I'm 
still recovering from the trau- 
ma,” he says. “I have tried 11 
different models of Ping putter 
this week trying to find tbe right 
one for Augusta’s greens.” 

The invitation to his first US 
Masters arrived last Christinas 
Eve. “1 was trying to think who 
would send me a Christmas card 
from Augusta.” The reply was 
written out within 20 minutes. 
He leaves on Saturday and 
hopes to get in a quiet practice 
round on Sunday before tbe 
hordes arrive from Atlanta. 

“1 am looking forward to 
playing my first round there and 
seeing tbe place for myself. 1 


have watched it on television for 
20 years. TV flattens the course 
and takes out the borrows. I nat- 
urally hit the ball right-to-left, 
which you have to do there, so 
that is not a problem. 

“Apparently, it is wide open, 
there is no rough- It is just im- 
portant to put yourself in the 
righ t position so that you can 
stay under the hole. That’s 
what HI have (o get a feel for 
in the practice rounds. But, 
obviously, you know from TV 
that the way the course is man- 
icured and the way it is pre- 
sented is second to none. It 
looks like heaven on earth too 
as far as a golfer is concerned." 

Roe qualified for what is the 
most exclusive show in golf by 
finishing 13th, tbe top Euro- 
pean, in last June’s US Open. 
That performance was a bea- 


con in an otherwise desolate 
season. His marriage broke 
up and he has recently admit- 
ted to being on the verge of 
suicide. 

After finishing 126th on the 
Order of Merit he apprecwLtes 
the irony of the situation. “This 
is the year I least deserve to go,” 
he says. Still, a top-24 finish 
would guarantee a return visit 
next year, and increase TV 
time for the sunflower he wears 
in his r^p in aid of the Rainbow 
House charity for terminally ill 
children. 

“My game has slowly been 
getting better," Roe, who has 
lyiadp one cut in six events, says. 
“I’ve abandoned plan 47b and 
gone back to what I always used 
to do which is to play with my 
hands. My head is a lot clearer 
than it was last year. My per- 



Roe: Likes fast greens 


sonal problems are sorted ouL 
I’m ready to start playing well 
again. I can normally pull my 
game together for the big oc- 
casion. 

“I am so excited. I am being 
very careful not to fall or trip 
over and twist an ankle, or 
knock an aim. Pm being awfolly 
careful." As he will have to be 
on those Augusta greens. 


Ball takes 
the hard 
approach 


Hugh Matheson meets the Cambridge 
stroke who will set an aggressive tempo 
for his crew in tomorrow’s Boat Race 


James Ball, the stroke of the paddle a few 
Cambridge crewwbich will race up the swell 
for its fourth successive Beef- wave that cai 
eater Trophy tomorrow after- 50 seconds, 
noon, will attract attention for back out will 
leading the crew from bow side, tide and tell 
and for taking the seat from last good it was." 
years winning stroke. Miles His crew n 
Barnett. No-friends" i 

However, he may be the key president, J( 
difference in a 

^rac^-He *|f a vest looked 

doesn't know 

how good be likely I d go for 

is,” said several . , , 

of the Light it - and the 

Blue coaching , , . 

team, before same would be 

discussing his „ s 

high power to true if a medal 

weight ratio and • 

duw rhythm, was in prospect 

He divided 

his time at 

King's School, Chester, be- man said, “b 
tween rowing on the river Dee the minibus l 
and surfing at various points on utes with his 
the north Wales coast. Rowing, while the loc 
where you are in a crew of eight vohres arc urn 
people who are entirely de- say a word.” 
pendent on one another, odd- Ball has es 


paddle a few strokes and pick 
up the swell that turns into a 
wave that carries you for 30 to 
50 seconds. Then you paddle 
back out with the help of a rip 
tide and tell tall tales of how 
good it was." 

His crew nickname is “Billy 
No-friends" but the Cambridge 
president, John Carver, says: 
“He’s actually 


pendent on one anoraer, oaa- 
W. gave him fewer opportunities 
for a social life than surfing - 
where it is dangerous to be 
alone. 

"It's best on the sunny days 
when there's a big low, out in 
the Atlantic, putting tbe waves 
in," he said. "You sit out in the 
deep chatting to friends, then 


quite popular. 

lOOKGu !t ’ s i ust that 

he’s happy on 
gO TOr his own. partic- 

*7 ularly when 

the training." 

Kev Why- 

)Uld De man ’ tfae cox- 

swain, was a 
medal year behind 

, Ball at school. 

rospect “He was more 

one of the lads 
then," Why- 
man said. “Now he can sit on 
the minibus to Ely for 25 min- 
utes with his head in a book, 
while the locker-room talk re- 
volves around him, and never 
say a word." 

Ball has exploded innumer- 
able times when things go 
wrong. In the January training 
camp in Spain, there was some 
confusion over the finish point 
of a race and, after explaining 
the coaches' breeding to them 
in a volley of swearwords, he 
asked if they thought he was do- 
ing this for fun. Perversely, 



Cambridge’s James Ball In training this week. ‘He doesn’t know how good he is/ say his coaches 


they liked this as evidence of his 
aggressive racing personality 
and put him at stroke. 

This engaging talker is a 
highly concentrated person who 
is prepared for big sacrifices 
when he has set himself a tar- 
get After finishing fourth at the 
Junior World Championships, 
in a coxed four, he gave up 
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rowing for his year off and 
went to California and Bali 
with the surfboard. 

On his return to Cambridge 
he opted to row and started 
training a week before the start 
of his first terra. “I missed all the 
fresher’s ‘get to know you’ stuff 
Luckily I stayed friends with a 
few people I met early on, but 
I missed a hefty slice of social 
life: in bed early, just training 
and working. In the second 
year you can make compro- 
mises. 

“When I arrived I was well 
down on fitness and faced the 
chop several times but hung on 


and. at the ead of the first term, 
I thought there was an outside 
chance of the Blue Boat" He did 
not make it but won the reserves' 
race in the Goldie crew by 14 
lengths and, more crucially, went 
on. after summer rowing, to 
win the trials for the Under-23 
World Championships. 

He professes no clear ambi- 
tion and when he went to the 
Netherlands, the crew was anx- 
ious onlv to avoid last place in 
the final . “We got faster each 
race but only when we took the 
lead at half-way did 1 believe we 
could win," he said He is cred- 
ited with holding the crew 


together and driving it over the 
last 1 , 000 m to win the gold by 
0 . 2 sec. 

He is slowly acknowledging 
that be might have further to go. 
“I would go to senior trials with 
low expectations but if a vest 
looked likely I'd go for it -and 
tbe same would no doubt be true 
if a medal was in prospect" His 
doubts of his ability are more 
likely to be the defensive reac- 
tions to the possibility of failure 
than to a genuine shortcoming. 

Off the water. Ball is 3 throw- 
back to the first hundred years 
of the event which produced 
eight bishops. He is reading 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 

IheoJogyat Robinson College - 
but be is keen to make clear that 
theology these days is much 
more comparative religion and 
philosophy than vocational 
training for an English parish 
and as this implies, he is in 
closer touch with his emotions 
than God. 

He is not clear about what he 
would like to do. He is not 
drawn to the Qty "which has be- 
come a bit of a thing for Cam- 
bridge Blues." What a future 
employer will get is a highly mo- 
tivated self-consciously disci- 
plined achiever, long on deeds 
and short on small talk. 


Clubs slide closer to schism 


Rugby Unton 

DAVID L1EWEL1YN 

The split no one wan Is is widen- 
ing between the Rugby Football 
Union and England’s top chibs. 
With just 32 days remaining be- 
fore the moratorium on pro- 
fessionalism is lifted on 6 May 
the two sides are no nearer 
agreement. The mood in the 
clubs' camp has swung from dis- 
appointment to anger in the last 
two weeks. 

That anger could manifest it- 
self in tlie long-threatened 
breakaway, even though the 
top clubs’ official body, English 
First Division Rugby Limited 
and their Second Division 
equivalent insist that is not at 
all what they want “There is no 
way we want to break away,” 
says the EFDR chairman, Don- 
ald Kerr. “We are trying to be 


constructive, trying to be real- 
istic. The breakdown of dis- 
cussions concerns us much 
more than a possible break- 
away." 

Newcastle's chairman. Sir 
John Hall, is confident there wQ] 
be no breakaway. “Common 
sense will prevail if everybody 
cares for rugby, as they say they 
do,” he said. 

But EFDR were angered by 
the RFLTs executive committee 
chairman, Cliff Brittle, insisting 
that Twickenham retains full 
control of running the game, in- 
cluding television negotiations. 

The soul of rugby was not for 
sale. Brittle insisted at the week- 
end, when the senior dubs 
from the First and Second Di- 
visions boycotted the last round 
of talks. 

The dubs maintain that by 
going forward together they 
will have a far stronger hand 


when it comes to negotiating ate (heir own sponsorship and 
broadcasting rights. Sir John television deals for a playing 


broadcasting rights. Sir John 
does not want rugby to under- 
sell itself. He heads the Second 
Division chibs’ body and having 
bad experience of the teething 
troubles when football set up its 
Premiership - which rugby is 
adopting as a blueprint - he 
does not want rugby to make the 
same mistakes. 

Unfortunately the only talks 
planned for the moment are in- 
formal, again not what the dubs 
want. They arc in a position of 
strength having already set up 
an administrative structure, Eu- 
ropean Rugby Clubs Ltd, which 
encompasses the Five Nations 
as welt as Italy. And if agree- 
ment cannot be reached in time 
then English Professional Rug- 
by Union Clubs Ltd. who rep- 
resent the First and Second 
Division members would re- 
luctantly go ahead and negoti- 


slructurc which would guaran- 
tee clubs the necessary 15 or 16 
home matches they need to sup- 
port wage-bills ranging from 
£750.000 to fiitn. 

That of course would mean 
that all the top players would 
have commitments elsewhere 
leaving the RFU without any as- 
sets. since, as the date point out, 
the Five Nations* Champi- 
onship is the chief source of 
Twickenham’s revenues, and 
without the big-name players 
there would be little to tempt 
the television companies and 
sponsors. As one EPRUC offi- 
dal put it recently, “We have a 
loaded gun, but we do not want 
to pull the trigger." 

There is definitely a gun be- 
ing held at the head of the game, 
the question is, whose hand is 
on it? 


Stimpson opts to join Andrew at Newcastle 
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The harsh facts of new-age 
rugby could not have been bet- 
ter illustrated than yesterday, 
when Newcastle got tbeir man 
and Moseley did not, writes 
David Lle wel lyn. The reason of 
course is money. 

Newcastle's director of rugby, 
Rob Andrew, secured the sig- 
nature of West Hartlepool’s full- 
back Tim Stimpson. who has 
impressed at Enoand A leveL but 
their Second Division colleagues 
Moseley appeared to have lost 
out to Orreu in the race to saga 
the former All Black stand-off 
Franc Botica. who plays rugby 
league for CastiefonL 

Stimpson 5 move deeper into 


the North-east involved a lot of 
soul searching on the part of (he 
West Hartlepool captain. “It’s 
a v«y exciting prospect," Simp- 
son, 22, said last night. “Of all 
the clubs I could have joined I 
feel Newcastle will be extremely 
competitive next year in the Sec- 
ond Division. And I feel they 
will become a major force in the 
game in years to come." 

Andrew said; “This is a wry 
important signing for us. Tim has 
had an outstanding season with 
England A. A lot of dubs haw 
been after him, but I’ve been af- 
ter him right from the word go. 

Its been a difficult decision for 
him, be feels a sense of respon- 


sibility to West It’s a decision he 
has thought about very carefully." 

Stimpson, who captained 
Durham University, will slay at 
Brierton Lane until the end of 
the season, although how often 
he turns out depends on how 
quickly he recovers from a rib 
injury sustained in the Hong 
Kong Sevens last weekend. He 
certainty misses Orreli’s visit to 

West tomorrow. 

Orrell had to outbid Mose- 
ley, who bad reportedly of- 
fered £40,000 to Botica, and 
Peter Williams. Moseley’s di- 
rector of rugby, admitted: “We 


haye been talking to Frano for 
quite a while, but so haw a lot 


of other clubs. Orrell have 
made him a substantial offer, 
possibly for two years, and he 
is thinking things over." 

Moseley have decided not to 
increase their offer and are re- 
signed to losing out. “We 
haven't heard from Frano yet 
but I would presume that at 
some stage he will give me a call 
to say he has accepted Orrcll's 
offer." Moseley’s plaving di- 
rector, Barrie Coricss said. “We 
are not going to get involved in 
a Dutch auction. Orrell have of- 
fered him more than we have 
and. if the figures we have 
heard are accurate, we don’t 
even get to the start line." 




Williams 

attack 

second 

target 

Derick Ailsop on 

the opening of 
motor sport's rtiost 
exciting series 

] Williams’ domination of the. 
f early stages in" the .Formula 
- One wodd championship pro- 
vides the promOlerstif “tin-top" 

» racing with farther evidence 
5 they have the most footing 
r spent on four wb'eeK : ’ 
r As the grand prix procession; 

; wings its way from Brazil to Ar- 
gentina' this weekend, the 
. freedom fighters of the British 
: Touring Car Championship 
gather at Donington Park for 
their first skirmishes of the sea- 
son on Monday;. 

Here too, ironically, the: 
Williams-run Renault is higjkty 
fancied, but 'on this track the 
Anglo-French or ganisa tion can 
anticipate a contest ft is the are- 
na of genuine competition, of 
wheel-ro-wheel, door-banging 
spectacle, in cars that actually 
resemble those on the road. 

The appeal and potential of 
this racing are such that F1A, . 
motor sport’s governing body, 
have been moved to get in on 
the act. They have taken under 
their wing the International 
Touring Car Championship, 
which includes a round at Sfl- 
verstone in August. 

Some have suggested a hid- 
den agenda, that the FIA’s un- 
derlying motive is to stifle the 
growth of thisprecocious child 
lest it should upstage their 
□umber one son. ' 

What is dear is that tourings 
car racing has become a boom- 
ing business and entertainment 
industry, and the BBC shunt- 
ed off tfae Formula One circuit 
from next year by ITV, have' 
made a long-term co mmi tment 
which will double their cover- 
age of the British Champi- 
onship and include showing 
some races live. 

Audi joined the entries this 
season with a formidable CV.- 
They have won German, Italian- 
and French titles, and their*. 
German driver, Frank Bielaf 
won the World Cup at the end 
of last season. More importantly 
they have been hugely imprest 
sive in recent testing ■ 

Another German manufac- 
turer, BMW, have revamped 
their challenge after a modest 
showing last year and have a • 
strong driver line-up in Jo 
Winkelhock. the 1993 champi- 
on, and Italy’s Roberto 
Ravagtia. Ford also have a new 
look to their bid, entrusting the 
operation with West Surrey- 
Racing, tbe team that provided' 
Ayrton Senna with his Formu- 
la Three equipment in 19S3. 
The established New Zealander, 
Paul Radisich, is joined by. 
Britain's Steve Roberts. 

Honda and Peugeot predict 
marked improvement in their 
form this year, while the title 
holder, John Cleland, accepts 
that momentum may be some 
time coming in the VfauxhalT 
Vectra 

Renault suspect their fiercest 
opposition will come from Vol- 
vo, who in turn play down any 
notion that they might be 
favourites. Renault's Swiss dri- 
ver, Alain Menu, intent on. 
adding the individual prize to 
last season’s team award, said: 
“Lots of people are telling me 
I’m favourite, but Volvo looks 
pretty strong and I guess every- 
body is going to be strong." 

Tne democracy of the BTCC$r 
is its strength, and one man who' 
will miss it is the 1994 champi- 
on. Alfa Romeo’s Gabriele Tar- 
quini. The Italians have pulled 
out to concentrate on the in- 
ternational championship. Neil 
Warrior, a spokesman for Alfa 
said: "The BTCC is a great 1 
championship and has been 
great for us in Britain, but ITC 
gives the opportunity to exploit 
and develop the kind of tech- 
nologyyou may not find even in 
Formula One. 

“We feel the ITC, with FIA. 
will grow and grow. But there 
is no reason why that should in- 
terfere with a thriving British 
championship, and certainly 
does not overlap Formula One. 

“Any manufacturer needs to 
concentrate on one or the oth- 
er. It is very difficult to compete 
in two to the level required The 
important point is that people 
who love motor racing have 
plenty of exciting touring-car 
racing to enjoy." 

Tarquini says he hopes he and 
Alfa will be back m Britain when 
the new Giulieua is up and run- 
ning. -For me, its the best 
championship in Europe," he' 
said. Which is what the men 
from the BTCC have been say- 
ing al l along. 
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No half-measure 
for eager Staines 




Round about the half-way point 
of this month's Flora London 
Marathon, as Cable Street gives 
way to the Commercial Road, 
Gary Staines may hear a little 
voice inside his head telling him 
to pull over and take a well- 
earned breather. 

For the last two years, this 
stretch of the capital’s highway 
system has marked the finis h 
of the event for Staines in his 
capacity as a paid pacemaker 
for established marathon run- 
ners. Each time he has stepped 
out of the race having done the 
perfect job - last April be hit 
his half-way target of 63 1 /: min- 
utes to the second. 

But now the 32-year-old Bel- 
grave Harrier is planning to go 
the full distance in what will be 
only the second marathon of his 
oncer. If his third experience of 
Jhe London event runs to plan 
like the first two, he will estab- 
lish his credentials as a bona fide 
marathon runner and challenge 
for the remaining Olympic 
marathon place on offer to the 
highest-placed Briton. 

Like Richard Nerurkar. Paul 
Evans and the 1993 London 
winner Eamonn Martin, 
Staines has come to marathon 
running after a successful ca- 
reer over 10,000 metres. 

He can look back on highs 
which include a silver medal be- 
hind Salvatore Antibo in the 
1990 European Championships, 
and a British 10-mDe record in 
1993. The lows include an 


Mike Rowbottom 

talks to a runner 
set on finishing the 
London Marathon 

Achilles tendon problem which 
keys him out of action through- 
out 1992, and a problem with 
asthma which ruined his ap- 
pearance in the 19S9 World Cup 
and makes sporadic impacts 
on his racing and training. 

His coach, Alan Storey, is 
well acquainted with the prob- 
lem. “If the air quality is bad, 
Gary suffers,” he said. “There 
have been a number of Tues- 
day nights when he has gal- 
loped round the track at 
Kingston sounding like a 
wounded pig. He makes so 
much noise because he can't 
breathe properly.” 

Staines has only run one pre- 
vious marathon. It was in April 
of last year, soon after his sec- 
ond London pacing job; and it 
was not a happy occasion. Hav- 
ing selected a fiat course in 
Vienna, he competed during a 
heatwave and missed a crucial 
drinks station, eventually fin- 
ishing fourth in 2hr 16mm Msec 
His memories of London, 
though, are far more positive. 
In 1994 his job was to keep Ea- 
monn Martin in touch with the 
leading bunch, and after a 
mid- race breakaway he found 
himself carrying on to 15 miles 
to bring Martin back into con- 


tact. “At that point I still felt 
great.’’ he recalled. “I had 
trained to go 26 miles. You 
have to do that. It’s no good 
thinking to yourself, Tnt only 
doing half, IT] have a big fry- 
up breakfast and run round in 
my trainers.’ " 

As spectators urged him to 
cany on, he confessed to mo- 
mentary feelings of doubt. “I 
was slightly tom,” he admitted. 
“But I didn't know if some dis- 
aster might happen around 19 
or 20 miles which would put me 
out of action for months." 

Since missing last month's 
world cross-country trials be- 
cause of an ankle injury be has 
been running 140 miles a week, 
and won the Reading half- 
marathon last weekend in 
63:31 with plenty to spare. 

“There is no doubt that 
Gary is pretty close to the top 
of the tree in British half- 
marathon running,” Storey 
said. “The question which 
should be answered on 21 
April is whether he can trans- 
fer that ability to the longer 
event. He is obviously capable 
of running significantly quick- 
er than he did in Vienna. 
Whether that means 2.08 or 
2.12 remains to be seen.” 

Air quality permitting, 
Staines is hoping to make a real 
impact. “This time,” he said, 
‘“I’ll be able to go round with 
out getting neck ache through 
m along sure that all my little 
ducks are all right.” 
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Taking the air: Gary Staines, who is hoping for a smog-free race, trains yesterday for the London Marathon 


Photograph: Adam Scott 


Oldham search for positive signs Bruno at home on 


The words that Oldham Ath- 
letic's assistant manager, Col- 
in Harvey, used this week 
might have been more tactful. 
“We have nine cup finals to 
play,** he said underlining the 
importance of the matches 
tbe club has to play to avoid 
relegation from the First Di- 
vision. Meanwhile, a small 
S.irner of Lancashire shed a 
quiet tear. 

Cup finals were on the local 
mind anyway. How could they 
not be when Manchester Unit- 
ed. the monster of merchandise 
down the road, had just reached 
Wembley for a third year in suc- 
cession.’ But in Oldham there 
was a poignancy about the at- 
tention on Chelsea's Mark 
Hughes last weekend beyond 
the possibility he might score 
against his old club. 

Two years ago. the Latics ap- 
peared to be heading for the FA 
Cup final. Indeed, under the 
twin towers, they were a mat- 
ter of seconds away from a re- 
peat trip to Wembley and a 
famous win over United when 
Hughes struck a volley that 


Guy Hodgson considers a club’s swift decline from glory 
days to a struggle against dropping into the Second Division 


pierced Oldham hearts. The re- 
play was a massacre; the decline 
at Boundary Park virtually ir- 
resistible since. 

Talk to Oldham supporters 
and they can barely believe 
they have strayed so far from 
greatness when, so recently, 
they were on nodding terms. 
"When I think we might be play- 
ing Wycombe and Gillingham 
next season 2 could weep” a 
man buying a shirt for his 
grandson's birthday said outside 
the ground this week. “It's all 
gone wrong since Joe Rpyle 
left.” 

Which is not strictly true. 
Royie might have given the 
club their greatest years - a 
League Cup final and two FA 
Cup semi-finals -but they were 
also relegated from the Pre- 
miership under his guidance and 
were not exactly frightening 
anyone in the First when he 
jumped ship to Everton. 

If Royie sensed the arc had 


gone beyond its high point, the 
downside has been sharp. In- 
juries and lack of money have 
bitten deep and Tuesday's win 
in their first “final” against 
Grimsby, was only their third 
in 16 matches. They are in the 
relegation positions and the fix- 
tures ahead are less than 
promising. Tomorrow they play 
second-placed Derby County, 
-one of six matches against 
teams from the division's top 
12 in their remaining eight 
games. 

Even the win over Grimsby 
was hardly stirring The local 
paper, the Evening Chronicle , 
described the performance as 
“dour”, adding it “would make 
purists squirm”. But it provid- 
ed hope which has been in 
short supply. 

“It was a major relief to 
win,” Harvey said, standing in 
for the manager, Graeme 
Sharp, whose attention was on 
his daughter had hospitaL “In 


effect we finish the season with 
five cup finals at home and four 
away. We won the firsts so it's 
a start 

“We had an awful perfor- 
mance against our fellow strag- 
glers Reading last Saturday and 
a number of players owed us a 
game. They gave it to us and set 
standards they have In maintain 
against Derby and for the rest 
of the season.” 

Harvey, who says that four 
wins will be enough to ensure 
Oldham's safety, points to in- 
juries - particularly the back 
problem that has sidelined Nick 
Henry for five months - as the 
major reason for their predica- 
ment, al thoug h fans point to the 
sale of Richard Jobson and 
Paul Bernard this season and 
countless others in previous 
years. 

For various reasons players 
have had to be used before their 
lime and it is symptomatic that 
Gerry Creaney, on loan from 


Alford enlivens quiet night at Rushden 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


The two most valuable strikers 

in the non-League game en- 
hanced their reputations with a 
goal each in the England semi- 
professional side’s 3-1 victoiy 
over the Netherlands at Rush- 
den & Diamonds on Tuesday. 

It was the season's second 
comfortable win for the Eng- 
ird team — and Carl Alford and 
Barry Hayles were also on tar- 
get in February's 4-0 win over 
the Republic of Ireland. For Al- 
ford, Tuesday's goal was his sec- 
ond in four days in front of his 
new home crowd: he had scored 
Rnshden's only goal in their 


Guildford go 
in search 
of medals 

Hockey 

Guildford and High town, th e 
English Cup holders, will this 
weekend be doing battle in the 
European Cap-winners’ com- 
petitions in the Netherlands, 
writes Bill Cohrifi- 
Guildford, after yet another 
successful season in the Na- 
tional League, must surely hope 
for a medal in The Hague, 
where their major opponents in 
the pool games will be Ger- 
many’s Durkheimer. who they 
meet in their final pool game on 
Sunday. A-win against them 
should pit them against the 
host dub and last year’s runners* 
U P. HDM, in Monday's finaJ._ 

. Hightmra, who were surpri- 
singly knocked out fcy Doncaster 
the early rounds’of this sea- 
son s women’s. Cup competition, 
must pick themselves up after, 
collecting only one point from 
their two league games last 
weekend. Their crunch game 
will also be on Sunday against 
the host side, Rotterdam. 


2-1 home defeat by Halesowen 
Town last Saturday, two days af- 
ter his non-League record 
£85,000 move from Kettering. 

It is a measure of Rushden ‘s 
rapidly rising status that they 
provided three of Tuesday’s 
starting line-up, quite a feat for 
a dub outride the GM \huxhall 
Conference. One of the three, 
midfielder Steve Stott, opened 
the scoring in the fifth minute, 
flicking in a cross from the left 
by the Harrow Borough winger, 
Lee Endersby. 

Another left-wing cross, from 
the Rushden left-back, Nick 
Ashby, allowed Alford to hook 
in a 12th-minute goal to double 
England's lead. Aschwin de 
Bruijn, the towering Dutch cen- 


Athletfcs 

Bulgaria's 400 metres runner, Daniels 
Geotgleva, has been suspended, pend- 
ing an appeal, after failing a drugs test 
at a meeting in Budapest in Januaiy. 

uumi AFRICAN GRAND PRJX (SetoeMd): 

1 J Res* tGS> 203»«2 

S pmrtUSA) ZO.E6. Jw«flre U MeayiCijteJi 
aAMm- 2 P Sms (SA) 7SJ4. HOtn tanflea: 

Badminton 

2 nd C Hunt 

ssss 

'* 1 ? X*f 

EBSSS 

itancs} and G Gorere (Herts) l&s is-*. 

Baseball 


tre -forward, pulled one back in 
the 18th minute, but Endersby 
skilfully set up the chance for 
Hayles’ to drive in England's 
third goal from the edge of the 
area in the 33rd minute. 

It was the 31st goal of the sea- 
son in all competitions for 
Hayles, the highly rated Steve- 
nage Borough striker and Con- 
ference leading scorer. For 
Endersby, a late call-up to the 
injury-hit England squad, it 
was a chance to shine on the in- 
ternational stage for the first 
time - and he took it, produc- 
ing a vibrant first-half display. 
However, he faded in a dull sec- 
ond halt when the Dutch off- 
ride trap regularly caught out 
the home attack. 


The attendance was 1,660 - ad- 
equate, but put in perspective by 
the crowd of 3.481 at Nene Park 
for Rushdea's Beazer Homes 
League game against Halesowen. 
The international lacked passion 
and atmosphere, and seemed 
more like a pre-season friendly 
than a competitive representative 
match - problems that may not 
be overcome until the authorities 
can organise a home interna- 
tional championship or, even 
better, a semi-professional Eu- 
ropean Championship. 

ENGLAND (4-4-2): PrkM i Macclesfield); 
Wet* (Kldderminstert. Smith (Stevenage). 
Brown (Woterig), Ashby (RusMen); Hughs* 
ftOddemraisoffT. Stott (Rushden), Rose (Wrt- 
ipn). Endersby (Harrow); Haytea (Steve- 
nage}. Afford (Rushden). Substitutes: 
IGmmins (Hyde) for Afford. 75; Venables 
(Stevenage) (or Endersby, 84; Power (Mac- 
desfieW) for Rose. 84. 


Manchester City, became the 
30th player to pull on the blue 
shirt when he made his debut 
at Reading. 

“We've had problems getting 
a settled ride,” Harvey agreed 
before locating the positive. 
“The kids who have come in 
have had to grow up quickly in 
a difficult situation and they've 
not done badly. They are young 
lads doing men’s jobs. 

“They make mistakes but 
you expect that with kids and 
hope they are not tod costly. If 
we avoid relegation I think 
we’ll be in a much better shape 
next season.” 

The magnitude of "if" is 
only too apparent to everyone 
connected with the club even if 
their plight has not eradicated 
everyone’s sense of humour. 
The records played before Tues- 
day's game were Mike and the 
Mechanics' “AD I Need Is a Mir- 
acle" and Yazz’s “The Only Way 
Is Up” and there was barely any- 
one in the 5,037 crowd who did 
not appreciate the significance. 
The smiles, you suspect, were 
hiding a hurt. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


the grand stage 


80,000 

Tire number of spectators 
who are expected to watch 
Sunday’s Indonesian Grand 
Prix, the second round of tbe 
500cc motorcycle world 
championship. The race, at tbe 
Sentul track - which, is owned 
by ■ President Suharto's 
youngest son - marks the 
country’s debut on the world 
motontyding circuit. However, 
Australia's Daiyi Beattie, run- 
ner-up in last year’s champi- 
onship, has withdrawn from, 
the race Ibr health reasons: 


SPORTING DIGEST 


CENTRAL DIVISION 

tttttaagD 63 

Indiana . . — A 5 

Cleveland 42 



WESTERN CONR3&KE 
MDWEST DIVISION 
-San Antonio 54 

ratal] 50 

"Houston — 


Ds nwi - 


8 .887 

29 -60S iSJ* 

31 .575 22 

31 .569 22^3 

32 .5562334 

36 ,507 27 
50 .306 41*4 
53 .264 44®i 


19 ' .740 
22 .694 3Vi 

A3 30 .589 11 



41 .431221b 

24 49 J29 30 

51 .301 32 

60 .167 41*2 


15 .735 
27 625 12>b 

35 614 2£Pb 
35 .5142041 
39 .458 24** 
42 .425 27 
47 .365 31=* 


CaiJwna 3 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: St Louts 5 New YVk Me» 
ocjSfntf-tw 7 Cheaffl CU» 5: Houston = Los 
fjSl ^ motetmI 8 Qnann ft 4: PWtt teigtaa 
l; KWH 15 San - 

Basketball 

10= Mrtiesra 203. 

EASTHRN COfWPSWCE 

ATLANTIC DMSON ^ 

torfw*; 

New Voffc 



Miami _ 

Boat on 


PMadrtph* ia 


OoWwSWW n 

LA COppers 27 

* eSncDeaptvoCtmn 
rcfottttftftfontf aie. 
TheNevosdeCom^vrfefOTKenNot- 
tags is to retire after 19 seasons in die 
National League. Ks last appearance 
wft be on Sunday asainsrthe Leopards- 

Boxing 

Billy HariJ/s European featiraweigT: ti- 
oe defence against ttaZy*s StefenoZOff. 
schetUded-ibrSan Remo on 25ApriL 
has been postponed. The 31-year-old 
champion from Sunderland has been 
granted five weeks to allow a shoulder 

injury u> mend. 

Steve Rottnson, TmtornerWarttf Sax- 
rig Organisation world featherwagfri 
champwn. has been altered me ehsnce 
to fight Tom Johnson, of the Unraed 
States, next month for he int e rn ati on- 
al Baring Federation We. 

PROFESSIONAL PRQMCmONnfailitiaLBetft. 
Mi Oman, MOiwM 12* CoaroMJtft 
®**Sw*Wk OteR VeOWw. Siomatr. 
nofosr.' t&v DiitfQr ;Wrasss? res Trt 


Cricket 

ENGLAfO A N TM R«b Cbcttentam. 20-23 
Apt*}: N Hussato IEssol rapfl. N V Knight (Mbr- 
undrs). A Hc&atfl (YorK), D P Ostler (Wzrwictei. 

J C Footer (MKSSesem. R c bam fEssw. K J 
TTpar (Wanocks. wwj. ID KSaOttwr (Sussex). 
D W Header (Hem). R O Stoop (Yortol. T A 
Monton (Wametel, E S H Gkttns (Sussex). 
THE REST: R C RubmI (Gkwcs, cafflAiM). M 
DMmn (YaksU ERfiMfan Osrcs}. J PCm»- 
tev (Lancs). O P Thorpe (Sure*). M R Rara- 
prakash (Mrftfleaex). M WMMoaon (Lancs). R 
LJotanmi (Mddesa), R K mn&mth (Mtacs), 
M C Boa (Esso). O Chqipte (Lavs). P M Hub**- 
son (Yodsi. 

ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL (Georgetown, 
Guyana. Wechesday y. New Zeatend 158 iC 
Spearman 41}: Wes hdes 154 m Holder 49no). 
New Zealand bt Went Indies by four ram (Best 
o7 the aeries lad at 2-2). 

Football 

Pedro Santana Lopes resigned yester- 
day as president of Sporting Lisbon in 
outer to pursue he political ambitions. 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS European Oaf 
SemMtoaiff Wat les Af3x o Panamaia*as 1; 
Juvenaa 2 notbs 0. racuflng PremtanNp: 
Leeds 1 swtnampwn 0; Uvarpoa 4 Newcastle 
3. EMriaU) btcorance Laa 


S3* 2 Waves a Second DarMnc Swtwjon 3 
Bflgnton 2. gm vaoxtafl Conferenc e : Son 3 
Sfcugh 1 Spakfiag Ctoflenee Cop Serri-flnds 
second tec UasdesSeU 2 Souttctr. 1 
(lUaccfcsfcfcr Idn 6-5 cn tfftfafe); Ketamg 2 
e Lscaa gg 1 fSmegrwe am 3-2 
ajttegKc). ids League ~ 

KSesey 3 wnvrg L 
Premier DMstere Hyde ind ' £mev 2. nm 
ndctetE Basm PM A*aje 2 Ann* m 2, 
L2«r. FM 3 G-TEC ftenosd 1. Beazer Homes 
League Premier WvfeJorc N»an AFC 1 
Ktes&ne 2 Mkfiand DMstao: Dudi«y 4 
Grattan l- 5cUe£ Sax£i 1 Stay Town l 
SMdMfli DMataK Postponed: rvetem v 
Wsc Or Marons Cup eeaMhM aaeead lee 
SaiexJt O Sansr, CL H ai ewaid United 
CDOrtes League Premier DMakm: Raines 
T.jsn 3 Mouses StecKsane 0. Manner Coenhee 
East League Premier DtvUon: Bug; 3 .Mate 
1: axaa l Ks£e£ -Mar. 4. federation 
Brewery Northern League first DMstere 
Ssram aw gar i ir.es? bsuarer Z leagae 
Cop cacaMtaat vvr.oy 8 Sctin Sruaas 5. 
Sfl n s a a n te ad Kan League fiat DMstere 
Da rtn 4 Tner-^s-uac 3. Jenson South 
Western Laagns: FXratt 1 UuKfoStOd 3. 
League of We* Tsr 2 


Leagae Cup aemMlnal fbat lag EOO* Vate 0 
Bany 0. Paadns Leagne first DMstere Boom 
3 Sheffield UN 0: Ounam 0 Bffmngnam 4. 
Second DMstere Bradford Cny 0 Barnsley 1: 
Burnley 1 Rotnemam 2: Gnmshy 3 Yore 1; 
L»ceaBf 0 BiacKpool O; Manchester Coy 1 
Sunoertend <h MenSielc 1 Huddenflete 2; 
Preston 1 HI a Third DMsiore Unrein O 
waisa* 2; Rocfodaie 0 Sesitwnugi l: 
Shrewsbury S Seumftnpe O: Chess*t>eJfl 1 
Won 0. Ann hiaurance Combtestlon Fret 
DMsteo: Arsenal 1 Luton 2; Chartavi 3 Cheteea 
D; Crystal Palace 2 Ponsmoum 1: fosrttJi 2 
Bristol Rowns Cc Norwich 7 Southampton £ 
(Mbm Utd 1 MmoiMton D Watford 0 Queen’s 
Parti Rangers 3. Second DMrion: Torquay 2 
fiymttjtn l: Bounemauth 5 Bah) 0. 

Ice hockey 

NU: Washington 5 Buffalo 1: Boson 4 Mon- 
treal 1: Ottawa 3 Honda 2: Tampa Bay 4 Hart- 
ford 2; ChasBgD 5 Toronto 2; Wmpeg3 Dallas 
1: St Loute 6 Colorado 3: Calory 4 Vancouver 
3: Anaheim 1 Edmonton 0: Detroit 2 Los Ange- 
les 2 lot}. 

Rugby League 

Leigh have signed The St Helens fall- 


Football 

3.0 unless stated 

FA CARUNO PREMIERSHIP 
Mddtesbnugti v Slwflldd Wed (S.45) - 
ENDSLDGH LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 

Cfaattton v Luton (2J5) — 

OS LEAQUE Second DhrWorc Tdhury v Crt- 
lief Row. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NQftnffRNLEAGlE 
first DMsion: RIM Newcastle v Tow Law; 
SHieen v West AuOdand. 

GREAT MILLS LEAGUE Premier DtvtdiQiE 
Barnstaple v Bdefom; Caine v Ch®penftam 
rUL_30r: MangjtsfieW Utd v Bnfillngion; 
Paulwr Rcr.ers v Frame PJ-OI: Tlwnon Town 
vEmcra ili.0). 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE John 
(THarn Lerqpie Cup final: Hartsham v Shore- 
nam ill.O) I at Uvands Part'. Burgess Hflh. 
RU KARP LAGS? CUP SemHInal: Bohemans 
v St PasicK's Atwenc {7-45)- 


Should any of the Heart of Mid- 
lothian players feel the burden 
of 36 trophy-less years as they 
face up to Aberdeen in the 
semi-finals of the Tennents 
Scottish Cup tomorrow, they 
need only look for inspiration 
towards the swarthy figure of 
Pasquaie Bruno. ' 

The Italxan.-wfacr wift behop-' 
ing to produce a better result 
that his boxing namesake by 
landing the knock-out blow to 
Aberdeen’s hopes of a domes- 
tic cup double, will be taking a 
football leap of huge propor- 
tions when he steps out at the 
Hampden Park in front of 
38,000 spectators. 

Five semi-final defeats for 
Hearts will not play on the 
mind of a man who has experi- 
enced the ultimate in football: 
San Siro stadium with 80.000 
screaming passionate fans. 
Bruno was a member of the Ju- 
ventus ride which won the Ital- 
ian Cup final in that cathedral 
of world fooLball with a 1-0 win, 
following a 0-0 draw in the 
first leg. After that, the prospect 
of Aberdeen and either 
Rangers or Celtic in the final is 
not one which keeps him awake 
at night 

“Anything can happen in cup 
finals, I know, because Milan 
were the best-known team in the 
world in 1990 with Gullit Van 
Basten and Rijkaard. Yet we 
beat them in the best stadium 
in the world Hearts against Ab- 
erdeen is to me like Ibrino 
against Roma, Rangers against 
Celtic is like Juventus against 
Milan. People fear Rangers 
and Celtic here because they arc 
great dubs - but I knew what 
can happen in a cup final.” 

The defender, who made his 
living in the toughest football 
school in the world, is breath- 


back, David Lyon, for the first summer 
season and have put him straight into 
the side to meet Swmton today. 
AUSTRALIAN PRENBERSHP: Western SU>- 
urtre 22 Auckland 8. 

Snooker 

BRITISH OPEN (Plymouth) Second round: S 
Lee (Eng) lx M Ha ten (Eng 5-3: A McManus 
I Sen) Ot S James (Eng) 5-4; EZxfon (Eng) bt D 
Taylor (N Ml 5-4; J Mggku (Scot bt J Ferguson 
(Eng) 5-4; Wlbams (MW) be N FouUs (Erw 5-1; 
S Hanky (Sco) bt J Swal (N Id) 5-1. 

Squash 

LfEKES BRITISH OPEN (Cardm Men 1 * sec- 
ond round: P Johnson (Eng) bt T Hands lEng) 
15-17 15- 11 15-12 15-13; C Jackman (Eng) 
KVCarewflil I^ISJ 9-1 9-5 M; FGaaues [Eng) 
bt R Mane (&© 9-5 9-0 9-0: J Bonetai (Fr) 
KCWWWr (Eng) 15-13 15-9 12-15 15-8- 

Table tennis 

ENGUSH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS (Kottarfog) 
Sfatfoa auaHytng ffuop. second stage: Mere 

A Perry (Eng) OCJ Venma (Natn) 21-15 21-15 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


PONTINS LEAGUE first DMakm: Liverpool v 
Evenon (12.0) (St Ha(g Avenue, Southport). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION first Di- 
vision: Ponsmouih v Ipswich 12.0J. 

Rugby Union 

CU)8 MATCHES: Camborne v St Ives 0.0): 
Redruth v 5t Mary’S Hospital [3.0); Ytestorvsj- 
per-Maro Presteenfs XV v Somerset President's 
XV (3.0). 

Rugby Leagne 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE: CasHehxri v Lteds 
(730); OW ham v HaHn (3.0); Sheffield v Bred- 
(od^OOkStlfoterBvW^OJfflrWtomgnn 
v Worforwon (3.0!. First DMsiore Dewsbury 
v BaOey (7 -30l: Rochdale v Keigifev (7 Jod Sal- 
ford v Widnes (3.0): Wakehau v Feathersone 
(730); wrnenaven v Hrioereted (330). Sec- 
ond Division: Barrow v Cartel (730j; Chor- 
Icy v Doncaster 13.0): Hunsiei v Brantley iTJ30i; 
Leigh v Swmton (3.Di: Prescot v South Wales 
(730): Yorii v Hufl Kingston Rovers (3.15i. 


David McKinney 

meets the Hearts 
hard man with a 
growing reputation 

ing fresher air in Scotland than 
he was allowed in the claustro- 
phobic emirorunent of the Ital- 
ian circus. 

“You can become crazy 
there,” Bruno added. “The 
pressure is non-stop, the media 
are everywhere. If you change 
hair colour it’s reported, if you 
change your car they write 
about it. The pressure can burst 
your brain. Milan, who have 
won everything, had their team 
bus stoned by’ the fans when 
they went out of the Uefa Cup. 
Can you imagine that, after all 
they have done? In Scotland, I 
can take my daughter to match- 
es, I can relax and enjoy myself. 

“Tbe football in Italy is bet- 
ter because they have better 



Bruno: Hearts’ cult hero 


19-21 21-16: A Eden (Eng) bi S Nostov (Rus) 
21-15 21-19 16-21 21-19; V Scfmaber (Swn) 
bt B Jonnson (Eng) 12-21 21-16 21-15 21-15. 
Women: N Doaion IE ng) bt N WUHan% (Walj 
21-8 21-7 21-15; L Restore (Eng) bt 5 Bum 
(Swit) 21-16 21-9 21-14; B Daunton (WaO bt 
CGfes (Eng) 21-13 21-15 27-25; J Roberts (Eng) 
bt R Joseoft (Ton) 21-10 21-8 21-6: H Lower 
(Eng) bl L Thornton (Eng) 21-13 21-17 21-13. 

Tennis 

Boris Becker has failed to reaver from 
bronchitis and will miss Germany's Davis 
Cup quarter-final encounter wrtn Ranee 
in Limoges this weekend. 

Claire Taylor, the former national junior 
champion from Oxford share, beat the 
third seed, Sam Smith from Essex. 
6-1, 6-2 in the final of the UA women’s 
Reebok Tour event at Hull yesterday. 

FAMILY CIRCLE CUP WOMEN'S TOURNA- 
MENT (Hfilon Hoad, South Carotins) First 
raonefc ) Novotna {& Rep> in A Caisson (Swei 
6-1 5-7 6-3; M Joe Fernanda (US) brjKmttf 
(SA) & 1 8-1: P Begaow (Gor) bt P Screen (Aui) 

6-2 6-3. Second round; C Martovs (Sp) bt S 


Basketball 

BUDWEtSER LEAGUE: London Leopards v 
Birmingham Peugeot BuNets (8.0). 

Speedway 

ajfKJPEAN CUP: Cratfley Healfi 4 SU*8 v 
ffospiggEma (Sivel (730). 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Belle Vue v Ling Eaton 
(730i: ipsi'-ien v London (230|; Oriort v Pe- 
terborough 112.30): Peterborough * Oxford 
(7.30i: Sheffield v Mredtesbrough (730). 
EASTER TROPHY first teg: Pooh? v Exeter 
(3.301. 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: BnUh Open iPlyrifoum ParJcnsi. 
SQUASH; LfiefwS Bnusn Or»n (CarCiffi. 
TABLE TENNIS; English Open (Kettering). 


players, but here in Scotland 
everyone is just as passionate 
and the atmosphere is made by 
the stands, which are closer to 
the pitch. The people only-want 
you tow-in, they won’t tolerate 
anything else. 

“I envy you Hampden and 
the English Wembley, because 
there is no national stadium in 
Italy, no neutral venue, and I 
think you need that for cup fi- 
nals.”’ 

Despite advancing years ( he 
is 33) Bruno has found that an- 
ticipation compensates for a loss 
of pace. At the heart of the de- 
fence, he has become a cull fig- 
ure along his dub’s supporters 
-.while others are quick to 
point to a Gery temper which 
saw him sent off against Ab- 
erdeen in Februaiy. 

“There’s always an element 
of a gamble with new players," 
said Jim Jefferies, the Hearts 
manager, who was responsible 
for bringing Bruno to Scot- 
land. “There was no transfer fee 
involved and at the time we 
were bottom of the league. Wc 
are now fourth and in a cup 
semi-final, so it was a good deal 
for Hearts. He has brought a 
coolness to the defence and to 
what was a tense situation. He 
has composure and confidence 
with an exceptional positional 
sense. 

“You don't play 98 times for 
Juventus and 103 limes for 
Torino without being a good 
player. He’s a real athlete who 
is showing tbe kids here how to 
look after themselves.” 

Jefferies, and every Hearts 
supporter, will be more than 
happy if Bruno can look after 
the young and the not-so-young 
players around him on the 
Hampden turf tomorrow af- 
ternoon. 
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GEORGIA ON HIS MIND 

Mark Roe looks to the Masters 30 
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BOAT RACE 

Cambridge’s lone stranger 




Keegan’s 



Football 

GLENN MOORE 

Easter is traditionally the time 
when championship pretenders, 
like so many chocolate eggs, are 
exposed as hollow, the promise 
of the packaging let down fay the 
substance. 

After Wednesday’s dramatic 
defeat at Anfield the suspicion 
grows that Newcastle will be 
thus revealed and their de- 
lightful but lightweight team will 
be surpassed by the heavy- 
weights of Liverpool and Man- 
chester United After conceding 
11 goals and gaining one point 
in their last four away games, 
Kevin Keegan’s recital of the 
manager's mantra - “there is a 
long way to go" - sounded as if 
it should have been accompa- 
nied by a rendition of “Well 
support you ever more", sup- 


porters' customary lament to 
brave defeat- 

That feeling hardened when 
it was revealed, yesterday, that 
Steve Howe/s season could be 
over. Howey damaged a ham- 
string eight minutes from the 
end of Newcastle's 4-3 defeat at 
Airfield. Salt on the wounds for 
Keegan, who appears to have 
enough defensive problems al- 
ready, even if Darren Peacock 
is a ready-made replacement. 

But... go back a year and a 
day. On April 4 1995, a Chris 
Sutton goal at Loftus Road put 
Blackburn Rovers eight points 
clear of Manchester United at 
the top of the Premiership. 
There were six matches to go. 
The title race, said everybody, 
was settled. 

Not quite. It was another sev- 
en weeks before Rovers stag- 
gered across the finishing line, 
and even then the championship 


was only concluded in their 
favour because Andy Cole bad 
left his finishing touch on Tyne- 
side. 

Keegan, like Roy Evans and 
Alex Ferguson, has been in 
enough championship chases to 


know there is enough time for 
Newcastle to win it. He also has 
the personality to convince his 
players of that. The question is, 
has he been involved in enough 
title races as a manager to 
guide his team to triumph? 


Judging by his pledge to carry 
on attacking, one wonders. 

“We shall go on playing this 
way. playing the same sort of 
players, or I will go," he said af- 
ter Airfield. “If we do not win 
anything, so be it.” 


Brave words, to be applaud- 
ed by anyone who likes enter- 
prising football, but is it 
realistic? Roy Evans, a more 
pragmatic man, did not think so. 
While Keegan raved about the 
game, he morosely observed; 


HOW THE CHAMPIONSHIP RACE 


UNFG 


Premiership Table 
Monday 8 January 

P W D L F A PU 
Newcastle 21 IS 3 3 42 IS 48 

Man UM 22 U 5 S 40 20 38 

Liverpool 21 11 5 5 40 20 38 

Premiership Table 
Today 

P W D L F A Pts 
Man UCd 32.20 7 5 59 30 87 
Newcastle 31 20 4 7 58 32 84 

Liverpool 32 18 8 6 64 30 62 

Top Three’s last 10 matches 
Manchester United 

24 Mar Spurs (h) W 1-0 

20 Mar Arsenal At) W 1-0 


16 Mar 
4 Mar 
2SFW 

21 Feb 
•10 FBb 

7 Fab 

22 Jan 

13 Jan 

Newcastle 

3.Aprtl ' 

23 Mar 
18 Mar 

2 Mar 

24 Feb 
21 Fob . 

10 Feb 

3 Fab 
20 Jan 

14 Jen * 


QPRfaJ 
Newcastle (ai 
Bacon is) 

Evertan (hi 
Btaddium |a) 
WMdedonfa) 
weal Ham (a) 
Aston VUadi) 
United 
Liverpool (a) 
Arsenal (4) 

West Ham.CW 
ManUM(hJ ' 
Man Oty (a) . 
West hfem Ca) ' 
MWdtesbnwtfj (a) 
Sheuwed (h) 1 ' ' 
Bolton in) 
Cowntiy Oty (A) 


DM 
Wl-0 
weo 
W 2-0 
Wl-0 
W4-2 
Wl-0 
D 0-0 

L 3-4 
LO-2 
W30 
L 0-1 
0 3-3 
LO-2 
W 2-1 
W2-0 
W 2-1 
Wl-0 


Liverpool 

3 April Newcastle M -W4-3 

23 Mar - ' Moron forest (a> ■ LO-l 1 ' 

16 Mar ' • CRefeeBQt) - • W*Q 

3 Mar- Aston Waft!) .. W3-0- 

24 Feb Stadtan W / W3-2 

11 Fab • • QPRW • •- W2-1. 

3 Fab Spun ft) £>0-0 

31 Jan Aston VBa(a) W2-0 

20 Jen .. .Leeds ttaited(m w 54) . 
13 Jan ' " Sheffield Wed ta) DM 

Remaining Fixtures - 
N smjarte.6 AprOPRCW.8A|KBfecKtain 
Id). 24Apr Aston Wa(M. 17 Son Southarp- 
nn tat 29 Apr leads Ureal fa). 2May: Notts 
Forest fa). 5 May; Tottortam (pi. 
M an r fu it e r Uattafc 6 Apr Man C8y (ai. 8 
Apr Corenby {ft. 33 Ape Souttwnpnn (aj. 
17. Apr Leads Unfed (fa). 28 Apr Notts For- 
« (W. 5 May: Mwsesansugi (e). .. 


Liverpool 6 Apr Comn&y to>- 8 Apr west 
>W» (W. 16 Apr Entswn (ai. 27 Apr: Mid- 
(»sbmi«i Oil. 1 May. Areenal at. 5 May i 
ManebastarOlyia). 


Last year's battle 
TfaomOAprfl 

• • P w D l F A Pto 

Bfecfctam 36 25 7 4 73 30 82 

MaflUtd 36 22 8 6 66 24 74 

3S 18 10 7 57 37 6* 
1984/S FfaM Pre mi a sM p 

p w D L F A Pts 
Backbam *2 27 8 7 88 39 89 
Mao Utd 4226 10 6772888 
Nottn rarest 42 22 11 9 72 43 77 


-There was a lot of kamikaze 
defending. You cannot win the 
championship playing like 

that." . _ t . 

Evans recognised that Liv- 
erpool had “got awaywith play- 
ing two against two, one against 
one, at the back." but his mood 
indicated that he did not see it 
becoming club policy. 

Liverpool were attacked 
down the centre, where the 
pare crfLes Ferdinand araiEaus- 
tino AspriDa exposed the unusual 
lack of cover. This was once reg- 
ularly the case with Newcastle 
but the acquisition of David 
Batty stiffened that area, instead 
they were vulnerable on the 
flanks. With tackling back not in 
the David Gmola repertoire on 
one wing, and Keitn Gillespie 
missing on the other, Newcastle’s 
full-backs are often exposed a 
problem made worse by their 
preference for attacking. 


Keegan, despite his .bold 
words, has compromised once 
in bringing in David Batty. He 
may need to do so again to pro- 
tect the flanks- If he does, we 
will not find our tomorrow, 
when Queen’s Rack Rangers are. 
likely to suffer a backlash at St 
James’ Bark, but on Monday, 
when Newcastle visit Ewood 
Park. 

Defeat there and the dream 
may really be over, Liverpool 
and Manchester United do not , 
look as if they are going to drop ‘ 
many points in their run-ins. :i 
However, the pressure is now 
on them and, although Feigu- i 
son has been there before, i 
some of his younger players ! 
have not Liverpool are even - ~ 
less experienced as only John - 
Barnes, of Wednesday's start- 
ing lineup, knows what it is lie 
to be a cha 



feeling... 


lampion. It is a rare 


Ajax plot 
fightback 


Ajax were quick to warn 
Panathinaikos against prema- 
ture celebration after the 
Greeks’ 1-0 victory in Amster- 
dam on Wednesday in the first 
leg of their European Cup 
semi-final. 

The European champions 
wasted wave after wave of at- 
tacks and allowed the Greeks to 
snatch a precious 1-0 away win 
with a goal from the Ralish strik- 
er Krysztof Warzycha four min- 
utes from time. Il was set up 
by a surging 30-yard solo run 
from their fleet-footed winger 
Yorgos Denis, who slipped the 
ball through to Wuzycba to 
score. 

Louis van GaaL the Ajax 
coach, stressed: “Ajax has, in the 
past, won its away games. You 
shouldn’t start cheering too 
soon.” Juan Ramon Rocha, 
Panathanaikos' Argentine 
coach, concurred; “We are a 
step closer to the final in Rome 
but at this level the home ad- 
vantage plays a small role, es- 
pecially against a team like 
Ajax. But it was a great night for 
Greek soccer." 

The victory sparked celebra- 
tions in Athens where thousands 
of fans took to the streets for a 
night-long party with cham- 
pagne and fireworks. Waving 
club and Greek flags, the fens 
brought the city alive, blaring car 
horns and dancing in central 
squares and streets. 


The other semi-final reached 
its expected outcome with Ju- 
ventus beating 10-man Nantes 
2-0 to sty on course for next 
month's final. 

The French side were hin- 
dered by the dismissal of mid- 
fielder Bruno Carotti on the 
stroke of half-time for his sec- 
ond bookable offence. The de- 
fender Serge Le Dizet will also 
miss the home leg after picking 
up a second-half booking. 

Giaoluca Vialli, widely ex- 
pected to leave Juventus when 
his contract expires at the end 
of the season, took advantage 
by breaking the deadlock with 
a close-range glancing shot in 
the 50th minute after Pietro 
Vierchowod fired the ball into 
the area. 

The Yugoslav midfielder 
Vladimir Jugovic doubled Ju- 
ventus' lead in the 66th minute 
with a powerful shot from the 
edge of the area. 

■ The German federation has 
proposed that payments to a 
central pool which would ben- 
efit all professional chibs should 
replace transfer fees for out-of- 
contract players. The federa- 
tion’s league committee made 
the proposal to a meeting of the 
country's 36 professional clubs 
on Tuesday. The committee 
proposed a transitional transfer 
system should operate next sea- 
son and the new pool system 
would be in place for 1997/98. 



Arrival of 
Beto 
‘unlikely’ 
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Hand of prod; Diego Maradona (left) takes on Falucho Laciar in a charity fight in Cordoba, Argentina 


Photograph; Glenn Cratty/Allsport 
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Thursday's solution 


U 

□ n m b h □ 
SBflHUHH □□Of 
a El H U D E3 
auEmaannci uquoh 

□ h a a in 

SEH3BH B0ISEB 

□ u El u 

HnynacjBBS hbhqb 
a a a a □ 
□E3BEH3 HBHQa 
a h H a h 0 
□□HHHEB una 
a □ □ a a □ 
hiuzih nnEJaHsaono 


ACROSS 

I Season? One gorging 
overlooks pinch or fenu- 
greek (6) 

4 Bats birds circling river 

( 6 ) 

10 Expert in housecraft? (15) 

II Nick’s belt (5) 

12 Fiddle with one new ridge 
(inverted, before) (9) 

13 Love's adorned with ele- 
gant Eastern flower (6) 

ek the Queen's in 


15 


handicap (6) 


16 Fellow in a rigid state (6) 
18 Alternating switch? (3-3) 
21 Advocate stone wall out- 
side (9) 


22 Lock calling for length of 
timber (about first in 
canal) (5) 

23 References required by 
the clerical staff? (7.3.5) 

24 Short guy embracing un- 
derworld brutality (6) 

25 With infiltration of end- 
less oil, sea's fouled up 
( 6 ) 

DOWN 

1 Bring to light former puz- 
zle? ... (6) 

2 ... Frank finds it easy (15) 

3 Slur, one cutting doyen 
no end (5) 

5 Sort out back, and sweep 
(*) 


6 Not the ideal containers 
for bulbs (7.S) 

7 Sulphur* s liable to sepa- 
rate (6) 

8 Moderate university 
politician, I note? (6) 

9 Take hold of the bit (6) 

14 Sparks off drills (9) 

17 Old dab of cork, say, 
floating on river (6) 

18 Give, as well (6) 

19 Calculating sort, one 
American, holding vehicle 
up (6) 

20 Line for tenor (6) 

22 Girl employed in the 

French bank (5) 


THE FRANKLIN SCRAMBLE 


Mate tto hugest word pa cas fron KtatHRfl Yesterday's Scrartte IHESftUHBS | 


Win a Franklin Crossword Puzzle solver worth over £25 

CALL 0891 311 017 

lb cater, phone 0S91 311 017 before midnight with ihe answers Lo the first three solutions acrosss and down. Leave 
your answer*, you name, address and daytime telephone. Winners wfl] be selected from all con wt entries received. 
No cwh alternative. Normal Newspaper Publishing rules apptv. Editor's decision b final. Women names can be ob- 
tained by sending an SAE lo Franklin Independent Crossword. 7 Windmill Business Village. Brooklands Gov. 
Sunbmy TW16 7DY. Calk cost 39 p per minute cheap rale. 49p per ntimdc all other times. 


Big selection of selectors 


Cricket 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 

And then there were nine. The 
queue for the two vacancies on 
the England selection commit- 
tee grew to unprecedented pro- 
portions. turning the midnight 
deadline on Wednesday into the 
“whiching" hour. The former 
Test players Geoff Miller and 
Chris Cowdrey were added lo 
the list which now reads: Ian 
Botham. David Graveney. Fred 
Tilmus, Brian Bolus. John 
Edrich, Kim Barnett. Graham 
Gooch, MilJer and Cowdrey. 

Miller was the choice’ of 
Hampshire, and immediately 
prompted their chief execu- 
tive, Tony Baker, a member of 
the Test and Co Limy Cricket 
Board's executive committee, lo 
query the way the election will 

k.% D n L^. ‘J. mJj 


now be run. Baker said: 
could be an embarrassing elec- 
tion. as I don't think the first- 
past-the-post system is ideal 17 April 
when there arc as many as nine postal ballot, so the counties 


candidates to choose from. But 
part of the problem is that this 
situation has not arisen before. 
I’m not criticising, but it could 
have been better if there were 
a two-tier system for reaching 
the final two selections." 

Questions still remain about 
Botham's media commitments. 
Gooch and Barnett's playing 
duties and Gravency's opposi- 
tion lo Illingworth in last 
month's abortive chairman-of- 
scleciors contest. Lord's yes- 
terday stressed that a circular 
lo counties sent out by the Test 
and County Cricket Board 
chief executive. Alan Smith, had 
been designed merely lo give 
guidance rather than lo com- 
ment unfavourably on Both- 
am's potential clash of interests 
with his media work. 'Alan 
was certainly not trying to pul 
the block on anyone," the 
TCCB spokesman, Richard 
Little, said. 

Lord's stipulated midnight 
April as the deadline for i 


on 

the 


now have the best part of a fort- 
night to settle down and con- 
sider logically who would be best 
suited to the selectors' duties. 
However, the prospect of con- 
fusion. and a possible second 
ballot, looms after the result of 
the voting is made public on 18 
April. 

Each of the 18 first-class 
counties, plus MCC and the Mi- 
nor Counties, have two votes, 
which means a total of 40 must 
be cast. Theoretically, just six 
voles may be enough to earn 
someone the job. but it is more 
likely the second and third 
places could end m a tie. 

In that case, a second ballot 
between those contenders 
would be needed, with the can- 
didate who received most votes 
in the first place being auto- 
matically selected. Bui, given the 
general confusion which seems 
to shroud English cricket at pre- 
sent. h is just as likely that more 
than two candidates could 
dead-heat at the top of the vot- 
ing table. 
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The arrival of a third Brazilian^ 

Beto, at Middlesbrough, who 
face Sheffield Wednesday in the 
Premiership today, is looking Ear 
from certain. Biyan Robson was 
said to be in the advanced stages, 
of landing the Botafogo striker, 
but the coach, John Pickering, " * 

said; “Beto has been mentioned u6 v « - ^ 

in general conversation but not '■ • 
as an immediate target Fm not 
saying he will not come, but Fd 
be surprised if he did." . 

Manchester United could be 
forced to pay Oldham over 
£500,000 if the schoolboy David 
Brown makes the grade. A 
Football League commission 
has ruled that United most pay 
Oldham £75,000 following a 
decision that they had broken 
the rules when they signed him. 

United would have to pay a 
further £25.000 if Brown maxes 
five first-team appearances fet 
lowed by £100.000 after 25 agL 
pearances. Another £25,001? 
will be due if Brown is capped 
at England Under-21 level arid 
£100,000 if be plays a fufl fr- 
ternational. 

Gerry Francis, the Tottenham 
manager, has admitted Darien 
Anderton’s chances of playing 
again this season are growing 
more remote after Anderton, 
who hoped to play a foil reserve 
match against- West Ham on 
Tuesday, pulled out after suffer- 
ing a stomach strain in training* 

Aston Villa are to offer a new 
contract to Paul McGrath, then 
36-year-old central defender, 
who has been with the club sev- 
en years and will be entitled to 
a free transfer. "Paul has earned 
the right to do what be wants to 
but he knows and I know that 
there will be an offer," Brian 
Little, the Villa manager, said. 
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Hill puts priority on qualifying 


Motor racing 


Damon Hill believes the qual- 
ifying sessions will be even 
more important than usual as 
he attempts lo claim his third 
victory in as many grands prix 
this season in the Argentine 
event on Sunday. 

The Williams' driver won 
the opening grand prix in Mel- 
bourne last month and fol- 
lowed that by sneaking to 
success in the Brazilian Grand 
Prix at Sao Paulo last weekend. 

Victory in Sunday’s 72-lap 
race at tfie 4.259km Oscar Al- 
fredo Galvez circuit, where he 
won last season, would give him 
a comfortable advantage over 
his rivals before the Formula 
One series switches to the Eu- 
ropean season at the Nurbur- 
gring in Germany on 28 April. 

“U is a circuit on which il is 
difficult lo pass." Hill said, “but 
it Ls certainly a fun track to 


drive on as well. The main 
thing is that il is vital to try and 
get a good grid position." 

Hill has been relaxing with his 
wife, Georgia, on the Brazilian 
coast since his victory last Sun- 
day. There was no such luxury 
for his Williams team-mate, 
Jacques Villeneuve, who spun 
off in the treacherous wet con- 
ditions. The Canadian is de- 
termined to alone for that 
mistake in Argentina and em- 
ulate his impressive debut dis- 
play in Australia, when 
finished second. 

“T am hoping for a dry 

obviously." he said. “I ha\ 

had much experience of wet 
weather racing and that was a 
disadvantage for me in Brazil. 
It was only my second time." 

The two Williams men expect 
their biggest challenge to come 
once again from the Benetton 
team's Jean Alesi. who was 
second in Brazil, and the world 
champion, Michael Schumach- 


he 

race, 
have not 


er, in a Ferrari. Schumacher was 
third in Brazil. 

The tight and technical circuit 
is likely to bring into contention 
several teams who cannot 
match those three fur power, in- 
cluding the Tyrrclls of Finland's 
Mika Salo and his Japanese 
team-mate, Ukyo Katayama. 

The Jordans of the Brazilian, 
Rubens Bnrrichello. who 
looked certain to finish in the 
points until he spun off in 
Brazil, and Martin Brundle are 
also likely to play major parts 
this weekend. 

However. Johnny Herbert, 
who drives for Sauber. thinks 
Hill has merely to keep his head 
to take the world title. “He just 
hasn’t got a threat out there." 
he said. “Probably his only dan- 
ger is his icam-maic. Jacques, 
because the Williams is easily 
Ihe best car this year. 

"Damon should win the title. 
He has had a great start to the 
season and should do it." 


"Why doctors do more 
harm than good” 

We believe that if you care about your health and 
your family you MUST read this amazing book! 
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Have doctors & drug companies 
betrayed patients? 

"Dr Vcmon Coleman is one of our most enlightened, 
trenchant and sensible dispensers of medical advice' 1 
(The Observer) 

"... a rattling good read - drugs, danger, mortal illness, 
exploitation, corruption, multi-national pharmaceutical giants 
inept doctors, uncaring governments ... the author has much to 
say which should be heard - especially by anyone who might 
contemplate becoming a patient." 

(The Good Book Guide) 

"As always, his viewpoint is well supported by facts and 
evidence. The man is a national treasure" 

(What Doctors Don’t Tell You) 

"Hc‘s the Lone Ranger Robin Hood and The Equalizer rolled 
into one" 

(Glasgow Evening Times) 



"The revered guru of medicine" 
(Nursing Times) 

"Britain’s leading health care 
campaigner" 

(The Sun) 


"A literary genius" 
(HSL Newsletter) 

"The sharpest mind in 
medical journalism" 
(Daily Star) 




" Vernon Coleman is a medical doctor with an 

«rvii!f 0n h!r ?m,S,ne ' hard Siting, campaigning, controversial 
style ... he is someone whose views are impossible to ignore" 
(International Journal of Alternative and Complementary 
Medicine) 

be,iev “ "“il doctors are now as important a 
cause ol ‘lines* as heart disease and cancer. MakeW you 

th^h^nK 1 * ?° 0k loday ,f y pu care abou t your heal tit and 

diean^f) T ° 0Kfcr y our *nd a 

chequi^) ^yable to Healthbooks for £9.95 (p&p FREE) 

k>. Sales Office IN28 . Publishing House, Trinity Place 

Barnstaple, Devon EX32 9HJ. You^book will b^ 

despatched within 28 days. Our no-quibble, money-back 

f^”, n,ee mcans lhaI you can order today without risk! 

SirfcT y ° Ur bo ° k wid,in 28 a 5 * 8 of receipt for a 
lull refund if you are in any way dissatisfied. KcM 

Published by the European Medical Journal 
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